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The Semi-centennial Anniversary and Jubilee commem- 
oration of the organization of the Conference, was held 
June 4, 1872, at Buxton Center, where it was formed. Rev. 
SUvanus Hayward presided, and Mrs. Ellen W. Bacon 
wrote an original hymn for the occasion, 

" Into this holy place our fathers reverent came." 

Early, on a delightful day, an unusually large number of 
the friends and former members of conference, some of 
whom now reside out of the state, assembled at the 
church. Rev. Thomas N. Lord, of Limerick, preached the 
historical sermon ; Hon. Joseph Titcomb, Revs. Cole and 
Emerson, read the papers herein published. Nearly all 
the churches were represented, two only being without 
pastors. The evening was devoted to reminiscences of de- 
ceased members, lay and clerical. The arrangements of 
pastor Bixby were complete, the singing choice, and the 
hospitality of his people cordial and ample. 



ABSTRACT OF MR. LORD S SERMON. 






Text, Ps. cvii. 43, " Whoso is wise and will observe these 
things, even they shall understand the loving kindness of 
the Lord." 

Theme : God's love for his people as proved by his 
providential dealings toward them. This is only realized 
by careful observation. This observation is wise, because 
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of the influence it exerts to prevent despondency, incite tc 
duty, and furnish comfort in trial. 

" Fifty years ago, next October, several of our dear, dc 
parted brethren met here and organized this body. Tb< 
meek and saintly Charles Freeman was then in his mini; 
terial youth ; Dr. Coffin, from a pastorate of almost sixt] 
years, passed away the previous year; Levi Loring, decid- 
ed, straight-forward, had just entered upon his work here; 
the scholarly Jonathan Cogswell, distinguished as a theo- 
logian and professor ; the last two and the first are th« 
only ministers of the county, mentioned as present at tht 
formation of the conference. Doubtless others were 
especially Pomroy of Gorham, and Mead of Brunswicl 
who, in December following, were efficient in forming 
Cumberland Conference. 

Certain facts are interesting; at the birth of this con- 
ference the members of churches numbered 6oo; in 1 830, 
they were 1,216; in 1833, 2,014; ^ n years 1831 and 1832, 
over 500 were added; in 1871, the membership was 2,308. 
In 1833, in Maine, were 182 churches and 12,370 communi- 
cants; in 1871, 242 churches, and 19,704 communicants. 
Already we have celebrated three semi-centennials of 
Bowdoin College, Bangor Seminary, and Maine Missionai 
Society. How many Puritan notions were derided, which 
are now popular with all sects. Within fifty years everj 
church has built a meeting-house, at a total cost of $100,- 
000. This little body has increased to a mighty family, 
westward and southward, and their influence in the future, 
who can tell ? Let us thank God for the past, and take 
his loving-kindness to these churches as the pledge, he 
will not forsake them in the future." 



HISTORY OF THE CHURCHES. 



ORIGIN OF THE YORK COUNTY CONFERENCE AND THE 
CONFERENCE SYSTEM NOW OBTAINING. 

BY REV. ALBERT COLE 

Some fourteen years ago the York County Conference 
appointed a committee, of which the writer of this paper 
was a member, to investigate the history of the origin of 
this conference, and of our conference system, and report 
thereafter. The committee were fortunately in possession 
of some valuable manuscripts of the late learned and ex- 
cellent Rev. Charles Freeman, of Limerick, who bore an 
important part in the formation of this conference, and 
was one of its chief members and sustainers, and likewise 
an ornament to it, during his long and beneficial pastorate. 
In these manuscripts we find a plain account of the formation 
of the conference in this county, which was the beginning 
of such organizations in our denomination. The incipient 
steps to its formation were taken at a ministerial associa- 
tion at Alfred, in August, 1822. 

But there arose a question not answered in Mr. Free- 
man's account ; a question which gave rise to a sharp 
controversy in the newspapers many years ago, as we 
learn from a correspondence between Rev. Messrs. Free- 
man and Douglass, in 1842, kindly communicated to us by 
the latter some ten years since. The question was, Who 
first suggested the formation of the conference f 

There were then living in this State two venerable 'men, 
fathers in Israel and in the ministry, who were present at 
the incipient and the completing steps of the formation of 
the first-born of conferences, Rev. Levi Loring, then at 
Athens, and Rev, Joseph P. Fessenden, then at South 
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Bridgton. These honored brethren were written to on the 
subject, and promptly responded. Mr. Loring wrote, that 
the Rev, Nathan Douglass, just mentioned, with whom the 
association met at Alfred, in walking from his dwelling to 
the place of the public meeting, in company with Mr. 
Loring and some one else, suggested the idea of a gather- 
ing of the ministers and lay delegates of the churches, so 
as to arouse the people, and advance the interests of 
religion in the county. And after the return from the 
public service, the subject was discussed in the association, 
and the County Conference was the result. 

Mr. Fessenden, dictating his response, for he was too. 
feeble to write, ascribed the originating of the idea of the 
conference to the fertile mind of Mr. Freeman. 

There was a way to harmonize these conflicting wit- 
nesses. Mr. Loring remembered the private walk to the 
public lecture, and the suggestion. And Mr. Fessenden 
remembered the discussion in the association, where Mr. 
Freeman, the standing scribe, would naturally be the one 
to reduce the proposition to writing, and present it for 
formal action. Or it is within the range of possibility for 
the thought to have arisen simultaneously in two minds, 
and to have been suggested in two little companies of the 
brethren, as they were going to the lecture or returning 
from it, and for each of these two witnesses to remember 
the suggestion as he heard it ; for both these venerable 
men were very positive. 

Both these servants of God passed away soon after 
writing in relation to this matter. But Mr. Douglass still 
remained, and could probably settle the question. But, 
where was he? We could not learn, and so we waited. A 
kind Providence soon brought him forward, and we learned 
from his lips and from the correspondence between him 
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and Mr. Freeman, of 1852, that the answer of Mr. Loring 
was correct, — that the suggestion came from Mr. Douglass 
during the walk to the public lecture. The matter was 
talked over in the association after the return,, where it 
took due form, and in proper time the conference was 
ushered into life. 

From the just named correspondence we learned another 
fact pertinent to our subject. The Rev. George Payson, of 
Kennebunkport, then present, was deeply interested in the 
idea, and was for carrying it further than proposed, so as 
to have a conference in each county in the State, and 
then to have the several County Conferences combined 
together in some form. He stated his views, but the objec- 
tion naturally arose in some minds, that in such a combi- 
nation the individual churches would be in danger of losing 
their independence. In this desire of Mr. Payson and 
others, originated afterward the State Conference ; and to 
obviate the danger implied in the objection, the eighth arti- 
cle of the constitution of that body was inserted, which pro- 
vides that " The several County Conferences shall retain 
their individual rights and privileges, and no ecclesiastical 
power or authority shall ever be assumed by the General 
Conference, or be delegated to it." 

We will now give extracts from Mr. Freeman's account : 

The first movement to establish the conference system was made in the 
York County Association of Ministers, at a meeting held in Alfred, August 
6, 1S22. There were present at this meeting, Rev. Jonathan Calef, of Lyman, 
Rev. Joseph HilUard, of Berwick, Rev, Jonathan Cogswell, of Saco, Rev, 
George Payson, of Kennebunkport, then of Limerick, Rev. Levi Loring, of 
Buxton, Rev. Joseph P. Fessenden, of Kennebunkport, Mr. Phineas Pratt, 
of Saco, and Charles Freeman, of Limerick. Rev. Jonathan Calef officiated 
as Moderator, and Charles Freeman as Standing Scribe, 

Two things are noteworthy in this extract. First, that 
the well-known modesty of Mr. Freeman prevented his 
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putting the usual Rev. before his own name ; and this, as 
some of us remember, was habitual with him. Secondly, 
by mistake he left out the name of Rev. Nathan Douglass, 
of Alfred, with whom the association was holding its 
meeting. In the forementioned correspondence of 1842, 
he writes Mr. Douglass an extract from the records of that 
meeting, to show that the Rev. Mr. Greenleaf, of Wells, 
was not there, bearing on a point raised in the correspond- 
ence. And in that extract he mentions the eight persons 
above named as present, and also Mr. Douglass, at whose 
house the meeting was held. 
The account proceeds : 

At this meeting it was voted that on the first Tuesday in October, this 
association hold an annual meeting. 

It was voted that at the annual meeting of the association all ordinary 
business be suspended. 

Voted, That the churches in connection with the members of the York 
County Association of ministers, be invited to appoint one delegate to unite 
with their pastor in attending the annual meeting, to be held in future on the 
first Tuesday of October annually ; and also that the destitute Congregational 
churches in this county be invited to unite with us, by appointing two 
delegates. 

Voted, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare business for the 
yearly associational meeting. 

Voted, That Bros. Payson, Freeman, and Fessenden, be the committee. 

Voted, That the members of this association lay this business before their 
churches. 

Voted, That the scribe inform the destitute churches of this yearly associ- 
ation, and invite them to send delegates. 

Voted, That each member of this association prepare an account of the 
state of his church for the yearly meeting. 

Voted, That the scribe request the destitute churches to give by their 
delegates an account of the state of their churches. 

Valid, That the object of this yearly meeting be to promote the union and 
prosperity of the churches of this county. 

Voted, That at the annual meeting a collection be solicited, to aid the des- 
titute churches in this county. 
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Voted, That at the annual meeting of the association, the place of the 
next annual meeting be appointed. 

Voted, That after prayer, the association be adjourned, to meet in Jluxton, 
at the house of Bro. Loring, on the first Tuesday of October next, at two 
o'clock, P. M. 

The meeting proposed was accordingly held in Buxton, on the first Tues- 
day of October, 1822. 

In these votes of the association we see the warp and 
nearly all of the woof of the present constitution of the 
County Conference. At first the newly formed organiza- 
tion was called the "Annual Meeting of the Associated 
Churches." But at the second annual meeting held at 
Alfred, on the 7th and 8th of October, 1823, the name was 
changed to "The Conference of Churches in the County of 
York," which has ever since been retained. 

The first meeting of this conference, the first annual 
meeting, as we have seen, was at this place, on the 1st and 
2d of October, 1822, — fifty years ago. The churches were 
represented as follows, given in the order of the record ; 
Lyman, Rev. Jonathan Calef, Dea. Simeon Chadbourn ; 
Berwick, Rev. Joseph Hilliard, Elder William Shaw; Saco, 
Rev, Jonathan Cogswell, Bro. Nathaniel Scammon ; Alfred, 
Rev. Nathan Douglass, Dea. Samuel White ; Buxton, Rev. 
Levi Loring, Dea. Daniel Leavitt ; Limerick, Rev. Charles 
Freeman, Dea. Benjamin Johnson ; Kennebunkport, Rev. 
Joseph P. Fessenden, Dea. Joseph M. Hayes; Lebanon, 
Dea. John Moody, Bro, Nicholas Shapleigh ; Biddeford, 
Bro. Asa Clark ; Parsonsfield, Dea. Samuel Garland. Also 
were present, Rev. George Payson and Mr. Phineas Pratt. 
In all, ten churches, represented by eighteen persons, seven 
clerical and eleven lay ; and one clergyman and one lay- 
man not representing any church. 

The first Moderator of the conference was Rev. Levi 
Loring. The first Scribe was Rev. Nathan Douglass. The 
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first sermon before the conference was delivered by Mr., 
soon afterward Rev., Christopher Marsh, from Gen., iv. 6. 
The sum taken up in collection for the assistance of feeble 
churches in that first meeting of conference, was $33.00. 
The number of members in the churches represented was 
570; the smallest church, that of Parsonsfield, having 15 
members; the largest, that of Saco, having 101. 

Thus was organized and set in operation the first of th< 
long line and large number of Congregational Conferences, 
or Associations of Churches. This conference did not 
remain long alone. Other conferences soon followed, and 
were organized, viz. : 

Cumberland Conference, December 27, 1822. 
Somerset Conference, October i, 1823. 
Kennebec Conference, October 29, 1823. 
Oxford Conference, January 16, 1824 
Lincoln Conference, June 8, 1825. 
Penobscot Conference, January 11, 1825, 
Hancock Conference, May 10, 1825. 
Washington Conference, February 18, 1829. 
Union Conference, June 14, 1833. 
Franklin Conference, January 15, 1839. 
Piscataquis Conference, September 20, 1842. 
Aroostook Conference, January 22, 1S46. 
Waldo Conference, June 14, 1858. 

Some measures were taken by Cumberland Conference 
at the close of 1824, looking to the formation of a State 
organization. The General Conference came into opera- 
tion in the course of two or three years from that time, 
and the good work has rapidly spread to other states ; and 
now the system pervades a large portion of our wide 
country. And the National Council, set on foot the last 
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autumn, constitutes the needful and symmetrical climax of 
the whole ; for the fellowship of the churches as expressed 
in councils and conferences, is essential to the complete- 
ness of Congregationalism, and to the welfare and glory of 
the kingdom. Let us carefully preserve the independence 
of the individual churches ; but let us also cherish our 
conferences and councils, and think much of "the com- 
munion of saints." 



THE CONFERENCE SYSTEM IN ITS RELATIONS TO THE 

INDEPENDENCY AND THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE 

CHURCHES. 

BY HON'. JOSEPH TITCOMB, 

The thoughts I have to present on the conference 
system as affecting the independency and fellowship of the 
churches, I will preface by a brief allusion to the Congre- 
gational idea of a church, and its relation to other churches, 
which I conceive to be this. A church is an assembly or 
congregation of believers, mainly residing in one locality, 
united together to profess their faith in Christ, and for 
mutual help and for christian worship and work. Each 
church makes its own rules, agrees upon its own statements 
of belief, is independent of and owes allegiance to no other 
church or body of churches. There is no such thing as a 
state or national church. There is no scriptural authority 
for a consolidated church, giving laws to its constituent 
churches. We never read of the church of Judea, or the 
church of Asia, and we recognize no Such thing as the 
church of Maine. Nor do we admit that it is proper to 
call a denomination a church, and to speak of the Baptist 
church or the Methodist church. There are Baptist and 
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Methodist and Congregational and Episcopal and Romish 
churches, We cannot admit that any one of these is the 
church, par excellence, or the church in any sense ; and we 
therefore maintain that this term can only be applied to 
the great congregation of christian believers on earth and 
in heaven. 

While then, all the churches are, as we hold, substantially 
independent of each other, those of like faith and polity 
have certain duties and relations to one another, which 
gives rise to what we call the fellowship of the churches ; 
and this fellowship is expressed and maintained by various 
customs, practices, and institutions which we mutually 
sustain. 

And first among these may be named our ecclesiastical 
councils, bodies composed of representatives of churches, 
called together for some specific purpose of advice, by some 
church which needs their advice, usually in settling or dis- 
missing a minister, or in organizing a new church ; but it 
may be for advice on other matters. They are composed 
of the churches invited, by their representatives, and of 
these only, and can consider only the subjects specified in 
the call, and in relation to these can only give advice. 
There is also the custom of receiving members into the 
churches, simply on dismission and recommendation from 
sister churches, and the practice of inviting members of 
other churches to join in communion around the Lord's 
table. To our councils we usually invite only churches of 
our own order ; but these other methods we employ in our 
intercourse with other denominations of christians. These 
are all valuable methods of expressing our fellowship, but 
they together hardly come up to the full measure of that 
fellowship which the churches desire and need. 

The ecclesiastical councils, as perhaps they should be, are 
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rather formal and technical affairs, stand much upon their 
dignity, are somewhat cold and unimpressible, can only 
move in a prescribed direction, are attended by only a 
small number, and if, especially in these latter times, they 
are not of infrequent, are yet of very irregular occurrence. 
They meet, consider the case presented, almost invariably 
give very excellent advice, which is with hardly an ex- 
ception duly followed by the church advised, and then 
dissolve. Having each effected the one good end for which 
it was called together, they pass into the general limbo of 
concluded things. They are very helpful, and, indeed, an 
indispensable part of our system of church polity, and 
accomplish much for the fellowship of the churches, but 
not enough. The recommending and receiving members, 
the communing at the Lord's table, the exchange of pulpits, 
are friendly and christian expressions of fellowship, and 
are worthy of all honor and continuance. But something 
more is needed. The hearts of christians seek to go out 
to one another, and to find some mode of expression more 
close and warm and tender, more certain and regular, more 
demonstrative and active. Some way is needed by which 
we may come into closer contact, may see one another's 
faces, may join palms, may transmit to one another the 
magnetic current of christian feeling and love ; some link 
which shall bind church to church, and community to com- 
munity; some medium of intercommunication, and for the 
arranging of common christian work ; some channel for 
the interflow of charity and brotherly affection. 

We may suppose it was the hope to meet such wants 
and to give expression to such desires as these, that led to 
the formation of the York County Conference, fifty years 
ago, and of those that followed in quick succession in this 
and other s tates. The General Conference of Maine, and 
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those of other states, are an outgrowth and further devel- 
opment of the same process, which has just reached its 
culmination, and been rounded out into a full and perfect 
system, in the formation at Oberlin of a national confer- 
ence of all the churches of the United States. This, it is 
true, has been named a council, but it is, in fact, just what 
we call in Maine, a conference. 

How has the conference met these wants ? Has it 
answered the purpose in promoting the fellowship of the 
churches? Of course, we cannot tell in just so many 
words what it has done for us, for we know not what or 
where we should have been without it But, imagine it 
never to have been. Blot out from our religious experience 
the memory of these glowing meetings, and what a void. 
Here have we met as christians, from all parts of our 
county, from the hill-sides and the sea-side, to exchange 
greetings, to look each other in the face, to hear these 
earnest sermons, to engage in these spirited discussions, to 
commune tegether in the morning prayer meetings and 
around the Lord's table. What is christian fellowship ? 
Not an agreement in the dogmatic statement of our beliefs, 
convenient as such statement may be. But we cannot 
fellowship a doctrine ; we do not shake hands with an idea. 
It is men and women that we fellowship ; it is human 
beings that we take to our hearts ; and we must meet to- 
gether that we may have joy in communion. I do not care 
much whether you and I can agree upon the same philo- 
sophical or dogmatic formula of what we hold as truth ; 
but if we can trust in the same Saviour, and sing together 
the high praises of the same God and Father, I take you 
to my heart as a brother and a christian. 

These conference meetings have, I think, done more to 
draw christians and churches together in fellowship, to 
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make them feel that they are one in interest and purpose 
and effort, and to bind them together in the Master, than 
any of the other methods by which we seek to give ex- 
pression to our common faith and purpose. We here 
become acquainted with our brothers and sisters in Christ 
upon earth, which will be the introduction to a warmer and 
larger friendship in the church above ; we here begin to 
twine the links of that "golden everlasting chain "which 
shall bind in perpetual companionship all the redeemed of 
God. As churches, we stand not solitary and alone, like 
beacons perched at distant intervals on the headlands of 
some rugged coast, whose lights, however brilliant, never 
meet and mingle, which give warning and guidance, indeed, 
to the ships that come within the circle of their radiance, 
but do not go with them as they sail by and out into the 
darkness again ; not like these, but rather as the thickly 
flashing lights that engirdle the contour of some thronged 
harbor, whose blended and converging rays combine to 
flood the outward and homeward bound with continual and 
abounding light. 

I further believe that these conferences have not yet 
reached the full measure of their usefulness in this direc- 
tion. It would be well to allow the social element in our 
natures to develop more in the line of our religion. It is 
sometimes said that religion is a matter between the in- 
dividual and his Maker. It is all of this, but much more. 
When we broke away from our allegiance and became sep- 
arated from our Maker, we at the same time became 
estranged and alienated from our fellow-men. When we en- 
throned self, we not only dethroned God, but we made our 
self-love supreme as against our fellows ; and the religion of 
the gospel, while it brings us back to our allegiance to God, 
and rebinds, relegates us to Him, also reunites us to our 




16 



YORK COUNTY CONFEREE 



brethren. So that we need to consecrate this most power- 
ful, helpful, genial, natural, element of our natures, the 
social element, as well as our reason and our conscience, to 
the service of Christianity. Much has been done in these 
latter days to redeem music from the world and consecrate 
it for Christ, and we need the social element as well. Give 
not the enemy the preemption here. Let this be an aid to 
religion as well as the handmaid of fashion and dissipation. 
Let us be social christians as well as social citizens and 
neighbors. And we may say, generally, that the kingdom 
of heaven will not come on the earth through the crushing 
and stamping out of those propensities and passions and 
sentiments of our nature by which we are now often led 
astray, but by consecrating them through Christ and for 
Christ. Thus joyfulness, sociality, love of music, our appe- 
tites need to be renovated, born again, not eradicated. 

Why may we not at all these meetings have a social 
reunion, where we may meet together, in doors or out, and 
eat and drink (cold water) together, and sing and gossip 
perhaps (a little), and speechify (not too much), and laugh 
and unbend and grow hilarious (moderately so), and praise 
God who has made us social beings, and thus consecrate 
this social element to the cause of the Master ? I doubt 
not we should be made better, that we should rub off some 
of our angularities, should forestall some of our prejudices. 
Having had our good and social time, and having worked 
off some of our surplus animal spirits, we could enter with 
all the more fervor upon the serious and important labors i 
of our meeting. 

A denomination having our peculiar polity, upholding 
the individuality, and almost but for this system of fellow- 
ship, the isolation of the local churches, more than others 
needs the intercourse which the conference gives us. Other 
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systems of church government, autocratic like the Papal; 
aristocratic like the English and Methodist, or as the Meth- 
odist was; representative like the Presbyterian, may not so 
absolutely need a conference ; but to the Congregationalists 
who have no general government and are not affiliated, it 
is a necessity. 

And, what at first is perhaps not quite so apparent, it is 
needful, I think, in order to preserve the independency, as 
well as to promote the fellowship of the churches. There 
must be intercourse, contact of some kind between them. 
We need this contact with others that our ideas may be 
broadened, our opinions liberalized, our charity made more 
all-embracing, that self and its narrow circle of interests 
may be sunk, and that we may come more and more to 
embrace all circumstances, all methods, all men in our out- 
look. Thus the narrow apex of our standpoint becomes 
broadened, and we come to look upon men and things from 
many points. We leave the ruts that our wheels have so 
long revolved in, we cease to go round in our little tread- 
mill of duty, and wind among more pleasant as well as 
more profitable paths. The gospel fits a man while in a 
prison or a hermit's cave, but it makes a great deal more 
of him when he roams the free air and mingles with human 
kind. 

This intercourse, then, we must and should have. It 
will either take the form of free, spontaneous, equal fellow- 
ship, or it will crystalize into some form of consolidated 
church existence. We should be liable to the same pro- 
cess which first affiliated the primitive churches, then 
subordinated them, the weaker to the stronger, the rural to 
the metropolitan, then corrupted them. To guard against 
this, to preserve the pure, simple, original form of church 

existence and order as Christ and his apostles left it, we 

2 
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think there is no means so efficacious as this of meeting 
together on equal terms, in friendly conferences, for com- 
mon edification for arranging christian work, and for main- 
taining always and ever the equality and independence of 
the local church as against all consolidated or hierarchial 
systems of church government. It is as true of human 
nature acting in a religious direction as in any other, that 
it does not care much about having its own way until it 
finds that it can't. Confine the steam in the boiler in 
which it is generated, and let the process of generation go 
on, and there must be an explosion. Give it an ample and 
freely working safety valve, and there is no danger. The 
conference is the safety valve of the churches. That the 
Congregational churches in these modern times have gon 
along with so little friction, keeping all parts of their sy 
tern in good working order, is due in a good measure, 
doubt not, to this safety-valve. We have sometimes had a 
noisy blowing off of steam, but never an explosion. Oc- 
casionally a council, in its over anxiety to magnify its office, 
or to assert its dignity, may assume to make decisions 
where it was asked to give advice, but usually through 
inadvertence rather than of set purpose, and so causes 
hardly a ripple in the even flow of the stream which h 
borne us so peacefully along. We cannot as churches w 
quarrel with one another, for we have nothing to quarre 
about. No frauds in a great book concern to ferret out, 
for we have no great book concern to manage ; no schism 
of new or old school, for we have nothing to secede from 
no priest to discipline for excess or omission in rubric o 
vestment, for first, we have no priest, and second, no rubrii 
and no prescribed vestment. There was, it is true, a falling 
away from our churches at the time of the Unitarian de 
fection, but that was before the day of conferences. 
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I presume that the County and State Conferences gener- 
ally in their constitutions, recognize and maintain the 
equality and independency of the churches in the fullest 
terms, as I know the National Conference does. Speaking 
in its constitution on behalf of the churches, it says: "They 
agree in belief that the right of government resides in local 
churches or congregations of believers;" and "they do 
maintain the scriptural and inalienable right of each church 
to self-government and administration ;" " and this National 
Council shall never exercise legislative or judicial au- 
thority." 

The conference system then, local, state, and national, 
I regard as one of the main supports of these two essential 
ideas in our denominational polity — the independency and 
the fellowship of the churches. 

In closing, I submit the following propositions which 
will, I doubt not, command assent on their merits, rather 
than from anything I may have said in their support : 

The independency of the local church is a scriptural and 
fundamental idea of church polity. 

The fellowship of the churches is implied, if not directly 
enjoined, in the teachings of Christ and his apostles, and 
in the practice of the early churches founded by the 
apostles. 

The conference system furnishes one of the chief sup- 
ports of the independency of the churches, and one of the 
most practicable methods of church fellowship. 
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SKETCHES OF THE CHURCHES. 



ACTON. 



F1Y REV. W. B. THOMPSON. 



September i8, 1781, fifteen persons assented to a church 
covenant at Acton, and it is supposed to have been the 
beginning of the church. Existing records say, " nothing 
regarding it is extant from its organization in 178 1 till 
1795," when in July, six were added as members, and in 
August following the record was begun. 

Rev. Joseph Brown, by an agreement with the parish, 
was settled, Sept. 7, 1795. There is no account of his in- 
stallation, but a reference to his dismissal, May, 1804. 
Before his connection with the church the supply was 
occasional. Down to Dec. 18, 18 1 7, little is recorded. For 
many years the church was designated the First Congre- 
gational Church in Shapleigh, and when the town was 
divided and a part became Acton, the present name was 
assumed. November 28, 1826, the present articles of faith, 
covenant, and rules, were adopted. 

January 28, 1829, Rev. Clement Parker was installed, 
and held the pastorate to Nov. 9, 1831. Thirteen new 
members were added. 

April 9, 1834, Mr. Martyn Cushman was ordained and in- 
stalled, sermon by Jas. Weston, of Lebanon. He held the 
office till October 9, 1S36. 

April 4, 1838, a call was given Rev. Clement Parker, and 
he was settled January 22, 1838, and dismissed May 12, 
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1847. Previous to his dismissal, Rev. Mr. Parker was 
absent one year, as agent for the Bible Society, and under 
him forty-eight came into the church by profession, and 
five by letter. The same council that dismissed Rev. 
Clement Parker, installed Rev, Stephen Merrill, May 12, 
1847. Mr. Merrill closed his pastorate Nov. 20, 1850, 
caused by a serious difficulty in connection with building 
the parsonage. In its final report, the Council state, 
" Trifling faults have been exaggerated, too severe charges 
made and reported, and the glowing embers of strife have 
been blown into a blaze. 1 ' Some ill effects are even now 
felt in the town, if not in the church. 

Since Mr. Merrill, the church has had no settled pastor. 
Mr. Pierce was stated supply nearly three years; Mr. Parker 
one year; Mr. Fiske, two years; Rev. F. P. Smith, seven 
years, and received fifteen members. The present in- 
cumbent began January i, 1869, and still holds the office. 
He has received to the church twelve, ten by profession. 
Mutual harmony exists. In the church, during its history, 
have been several trying cases of discipline; but it moved 
straight forward, and, although never strong pecuniarily, 
owing to the tide of emigration setting out and not in, it 
has held on its way as a missionary church, and now values 
the gospel, and is in earnest to maintain its institutions. 



ALFRED. 

BV REV. JOSEPH KYTE. 

Thou shah remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee. 
DeuL, via. 2. 

The first permanent settlement of this town was made 
in 1776. It was then called Massabesec. The first begin- 
nings of this church were the gatherings of a few who loved 
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the truth, to listen to the reading of a sermon. God bless- 
ed their efforts, and a church of twelve or fifteen members 
was organized in 1780, by Rev. Daniel Little, of Kenne- 
bunk, and Rev. Matthew Merriam, of Berwick. At this 
time the parish was one with Sanford, and called by that 
name. In J 782, Alfred was incorporated by act of Massa- 
chusetts Legislature into a separate parish, as is stated, 
" for the greater convenience of attending the worship of 
God." But Alfred was not incorporated into a town, or 
known by its present name, till 1794. The religious inter- 
est of 1780, which centered at the newly made parish, 
continued and increased. Some individuals were strangely 
affected, and seem to have turned religious enthusiasts. 
Though for a time they attended worship at the Congrega- 
tional parish, eventually they left and formed the society of 
Shakers, yet of this town. 

In the spring of 1784, a meeting-house was built. It 
seems that all the parish were not total abstinence men, as 
they voted to supply two barrels of rum as a stimulus on 
which to raise it. 

It does not appear that the church organization was well 
sustained, although what is now Waterborough and Lyman, 
as well as Sanford, were united in the effort. In 1787, 
Alfred began to act independently, and to make efforts to 
procure a pastor. They tried four years, gave three calls, 
and all declined. But, in 1791, Mr. John Turner accepted 
a call, and was ordained Sept. (7th, probably). The prob- 
ability is that the church was reorganized at this time. 
Mr. Turner served the parish about twelve years, and 
was then installed at Biddeford. The people were without 
preaching a short time, and then procured the services of 
Rev. Joseph Brown, of Shapleigh, who was installed in the 
autumn of 1825, and remained about four years. 
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The people now became dispirited, lived without gospel 
ordinances ; the church dwindled away, and they neglected 
and lost their parish organization. Seven years they lived 
in this sleeping state. But in 1816, they revived; the 
parish was reorganized; they called Mr. Nathan Douglass, 
of New London, Conn., and he was ordained pastor, Nov. 
6, 1816. Dr. Edward Payson, with whom he studied, 
preached the ordaining sermon, from Luke ix. 10. 

There does not appear to have been any general awaken- 
ing of the people from the church's first organization in 
1780, till 18 17, a period of thirty-seven years. But at this 
time, in connection with the labors of Mr. Douglass, and 
the spring following his ordination, the Holy Spirit was 
poured out upon the people, and during the year, twenty- 
five united with the church. During the eleven years stay 
of Mr. Douglass at Alfred, ninety were added to the church. 

One year was now lost in making a change of pastors, 
and under the labors of Rev. D. D. Tappan of about four 
years, fifty-five united with the church. 

Rev. Albert W. Fisk was ordained as evangelist, May 8, 
1833, and began his labors with this church. After five 
years the Lord graciously poured out his spirit, and twenty- 
three were added to the church. In all, during his labors 
as stated supply of eleven years, there were added to the 
church eighty-three souls. 

Rev, John Orr began his labors with this church in 1844. 
During the twenty-three years of his labor, sixty-nine were 
received into church fellowship. 

Rev. George Lewis served the parish about a year and a 
half, with marked acceptance, from June 20, 1869, till Nov., 
i8;o. 

Rev. Joseph Kyte was ordained pastor of this church 
and parish, Nov. i, 1871. Since that time a little chapel 
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has been built by a brother in the church, and furnished by 
the parish, and dedicated, greatly to the joy of all. He 
closed his labors, April, 1875. 

Rev. B. P. Snow commenced labors with this church 
August 1, 1875. 

In all there have been about eighty years of ministerial 
labor on this field, by seven of God's servants, and about 
three hundred and fifty have united with the church, an 
average of about four per year. 



EIDDEFORD, FIRST. 

BY -REV. J. T). EMERSON. 

This is the mother church ; but so much is included in 
the history of the three daughters — the Second and Third 
Biddeford and the church in Saco, little remains for the 
parent. 

The earliest permanent settlement of English colonists 
within the limits of what is now Maine, appears to have 
been made in York County, probably in Lower Biddeford, 

The location was chosen by considerations of latitude 
and climate; a previous attempt at colonization upon the 
coast farther to the north-east, having been frustrated by 
the severe cold of the winter. The first settlers established 
themselves, at least, temporarily, as early as 16 16, at the 
mouth of the Saco. A record dated in 1636, six years 
after the settlement of the town, speaks of a tax assessed 
on all property holders for support of preaching. Whether 
this was the first tax of the kind is not known. It is sup- 
posed the first church and society were in existence before 
1730, the date of the organization of the church; perhaps 
it came into being under Rev. Mr. Fletcher's ministry. 
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Previous to the above date we have mention of occasion- 
al labors by Rev. R. Gibson, who lived at Spurwink; also of 
Rev. Robert Jordan, and of Rev. Thomas Jenner, a non- 
conformist, who, beginning in 1641, labored about two 
years, — thought by some to have been the first Puritan 
preacher in Maine. Following Rev. Seth Fletcher, as town 
preacher, Rev. Wm. Millbnrne preached a few years, about 
1685. Parsonage built, 1686. Salary paid in beef, at rid. 
per lb. ; pork, 2§d. ; wheat, 4s. 6d. ; Indian corn, 3s.; butter, 
5d. per lb. ; boards, 18s. per thousand, and red oak staves, 
16s. Now followed Rev. Matt. Short, 171 7-21; Rev. John 
Eveleth, 1723-26; Rev. Marton Cabot, 1727-29; Rev. 
John Moody, 1729-30. 

First Congregational church organized by council, April 
30, 1730. Original members, John Gray, Samuel Jordan, 
H, Scamman, Ebenezer Hill, John Sharpe, Pendleton 
Fletcher, Benj. Haley, Thos. Gillpatrick, Samuel Hinckley, 
Benj. Hilton, John Tarr, Robert Whipple, and Mark Shep- 
herd. Mr. Samuel Willard was ordained the first settled 
minister, Sept 30, 1730; sermon by Rev. Thomas Paine, 
of Weymouth, Mass., from Acts xxvi. 17, 18. 

Mr. Willard was a son of John Willard, a merchant at 
Kingston, West Indies, whose father, Samuel, was a clergy- 
man and some time acting president of Harvard. The 
minister at Biddeford graduated at Harvard, 1723; mar- 
ried Abigail, a daughter of Samuel Wright, Rutland, Mass., 
and of his five children, two became eminent divines, one 
of them president of Harvard. 

The meeting-house, erected about 1720,- gave place in 
1752 when the daughter at Saco set up for herself, to an- 
other built on the site where the present one is. It was 
used for eighty-nine years, and transformed to a modern 
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edifice and dedicated Sept. 4, 1840; sermon by Rev. John 
W. Shepherd, of Windham. 

In the sketch of the second church is an account of 
pastors down to Rev. C. Marsh, who was pastor over both 
the First and Second churches three years. Died at San- 
ford, June 30, 1859, aged 65. 

His successor, Rev. Stephen Merrill, was installed Oct. 
25, I831 ; dismissed April 10, 1 839. Died at Wolfboro', 
N. H., June 23, i860, aged 67 years. 

Rev. James Carruthers, stated supply, 1839-40; Rev. 
John Shepherd, stated supply, 1840-41 ; Rev. John Gunni- 
son, stated supply, June to September, 1841. 

Charles Peabody was ordained Dec. 8, 1841, Rev. C. 
Marsh preaching the sermon. Dismissed May 16, 1843. 

Rev. Wm, Davenport, stated supply, April 30, 1844, to 
July 22, 1846; Rev. Joshua S. Gay, stated supply, Aug. 22, 
1846, to 1847 ; Rev. Samuel S. Drake, stated supply 1847, 
installed June 16, 1848, dismissed Oct. 30, 1850; Rev. 
Levi Loring, stated supply, July 9, 1851, to May 27, 1S56; 
Rev. Charles Peabody, stated supply, April 1, 1857, to 
May 1, 1866; Rev. Nathaniel Richardson, stated supply, 
March 1, 1867, to March 1, 1869; Rev. Ludwig Wolfsen, 
stated supply, March 27, to July, 1870 ; Rev. Josiah Ware 
Kingsbury, stated supply, August, 1871, to Oct. i, 1872; 
Rev. Henry B. Hart, stated supply, June 21, 1873, to Oct., 
1874; Mr. Thrall, from Yale Theological Seminary, stated 
supply, three months, 1875; Mr. Wright, from Yale Theo- 
logical Seminary, stated supply, three months, 1876. 

In 1872, the church received a bequest of $500 from the 
late Mary Cleaves, of Hallowell; and in 1876, another of 
S300, from Mrs. Deshon, of Boston, Mass. The old church 
is small, but its few members are faithful and true. Their 
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house is in good repair. A Methodist church has been 
formed at the Pool, and they hold two meetings beside in 
Lower Biddeford ; so Congregationalism is being crowded 
from the ground it took from the savages three centuries 
ago. 



BIDDEFORD, SECOND. 

BY REV. J. D. EMERSON. 

On opposite banks of the river Saco are the cities Saco 
and Biddeford. Both were called Saco until Nov. 14, 1718, 
when the name was changed to Biddeford, Some of the 
settlers were from Biddeford, England, in the County of 
Devonshire, near the entrance to the Bristol channel. It 
means by-the-ford; in this case by the ferry. In 1762, 
east of the river was called after Sir Wm. Pepperell, Pep- 
perellborough, until June, 1803, when it became again Saco. 

The first record of the town bears date 1663. Gorges, 
Vines, Dr. Child, and other Patentees, were attached to the 
Church of England, and the first named, in his charter 
from the king, was directed to establish that church in his 
Province. The neck of land now called Gray's Point, in 
1642 was known as Church Point, and it is a tradition that 
the first meeting-house was built here at the above date ; 
confirmatory of which is the fact that a collection of graves 
is found there. 

The first that we hear of preaching was in 1653, by one 
Robert Booth, who, though not a minister, had liberty to 
exercise his gifts. And "this they did because of the 
trouble that was given by one George Barlow ; and they 
forbid the said Barlow any more publicly to preach or 
prophesy, under penalty of two pounds for every offense." 

Rev. Seth Fletcher was the first minister employed, in 
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1666, and he was hired from year to year until 1675, wl 
the town was destroyed by savages. For nearly forty years 
is no record of any preaching. In 17 \ J, Mr. Short was 
employed for one year. In 1722, Rev. Mr. Eveleth, a 
graduate of Harvard, having labored for them two or three 
years, the people sought a candidate for settlement, and 
.invited Rev. Maston Cabot and also Rev. John Moody, but 
both declined, though offered a salary of $400. 

The first settled pastor was Mr. Samuel Willard, who 
was ordained Sept. 30, 1730, and a church was organized 
on Congregational principles. This was in what is now 
called Lower Biddeford. A few years subsequently it 
would seem Mr. Willard became an experimental Chris- 
tian, and was a zealous preacher of the doctrines of grace 
for eleven years, when he died, aged thirty-six. The fol- 
lowing spring Mr. Moses Morrill, a graduate of Harvard, 
and scarcely twenty years of age, was ordained and install- 
ed, and after thirty-five years died among the people, aged 
fifty-six. Mr. Nathaniel Webster was ordained in April, 
1779, and labored eighteen years, and then his health be- 
coming impaired, he had a colleague. 

During this pastorate a portion of the church, under the 
lead of deacon Jeremiah Hill, lawyer Mellen, and judge 
Thatcher, claiming to be "free-thinkers," or "liberals," 
withdrew, and having built a meeting-house in 1797 or 
1798, had such preaching as suited them. But finding 
soon that they might draw to their aid some godly men 
they came on to orthodox ground, and a second church 
was formed and Rev. John Turner installed, March I, 1805. 

Laboring about five years, a revival of religion occurred, 
and many were added to the church. This event was very 
annoying to the Liberal or Unitarian element, and having 
secured the dismission of Mr. Turner in 1817, they obtain- 
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ed a minister of their own stamp, Rev. Thomas Tracy, who 
was settled January, 1824. But as Mr. Tracy's chief sup- 
port came from Saco, having built a church on that side of 
the river, they withdrew in 1828, taking the minister with 
them. His last text was, " come over and help us." The 
following May, Rev. Christopher Marsh was installed. At 
this time the first deacons were chosen, Maj. Merrill and 
Asa Clark. In about four years Mr. Marsh was dismissed. 
The September following, Stephen Morse was ordained 
and installed, and left in two years. He was succeeded by 
Rev. Henry A. Merrill, as stated supply; and he, by Rev. 
Caleb Kimball, a blind man, whose labors greatly strength- 
ened the church. At this time the house of worship was 
remodeled and put into the shape it now is, as owned and 
occupied by the Free-Will Baptists. 

Rev. Thomas N. Lord having supplied for two years, 
was installed pastor, Oct. 9, 1844, ar >d labored nine years. 
The place began to grow, and the accommodations being 
too strait, the present house of worship was erected on the 
site of the former. Of those active in this enterprise, 
were Capt. Jas. Smith, Erastus Hayes, T. H. Cole, and 
William Berry. The bell was a gift from Mrs. William P. 
Hooper, October, 1858. 

After a short supply by Rev. L. S. Parker, Mr. Samuel 
M. Gould was ordained, January 6, 1853. In two years 
and a half one hundred and seventy-nine new members 
were added to the church. After a pastorate of four years, 
Mr. Gould, with thirty-six members, left to form what is 
is now the Pavilion Church. 

Rev. Chas. Packard was installed January 30, 1858, and 
after laboring successfully for six years, died almost instant- 
ly, aged sixty-three. The following December, Rev. Jas. 
M. Palmer, a graduate of Waterville and Bangor, was 
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installed. At this time the convenient and elegant parson- 
age was built at an expense of $4,000. To the universal 
regret of the church and society, Mr. Palmer, on account 
of loss of voice, was dismissed, and Rev. John D. Emerson, 
a graduate of Dartmouth and Andover, installed, March 5, 
1868. This year the debt on the parsonage was cleared, 
most of the pews in the church secured by the society, and 
the pastor's support raised by the rental. Mr. Emerson 
began his labors January 1, 1868, and closed them April i, 
1876. During this pastorate about §25,000 were expended 
on the church and parsonage ; one hundred and eighty-five 
admitted to the church, all but thirty-three, by profession ; 
eighty -two united in marriage; one hundred and thirty-two 
funerals attended ; twelve councils. The church is strong, 
united, and a career of great prosperity open before it. 



PAVILION CHURCH. 



BY REV. JOHN R. CHALMERS. 



This church was organized October 20, 1857. At that 
time a congregation was worshiping in Pavilion Hall, 
under the leadership of Rev. S. M. Gould. A council was 
called to advise in the organization of a church, and it 
assembled Oct. 20, 1857. 

The following churches were represented in the council : 
The Congregational Church of Saco, Rev. B. F. Wheeler, 
pastor, Bro. C. C. Sawyer, delegate; Church in Scarboro', 
Rev. J. H. Garmon, pastor, Bro, Storer, delegate ; First 
Church in Biddeford, Rev. C. Peabody, pastor, Bro. N. Hill, 
delegate; Second Church in Biddeford, Bro. William N. 
Hill, delegate. 

Council was organized by the choice of Rev. F. B. 
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Wheeler, Moderator, and Rev. C. Peabody, Scribe. After 
prayer, Rev, Mr. Gould read the doings of the members in 
their several meetings preparatory to their church organi- 
zation. He presented the constitution, rules, and by-laws 
adopted, and the articles of faith and covenant. The 
council deeming all satisfactory proceeded to the organiza- 
tion services. The sermon was by Rev. F. B. Wheeler. 

Names of the original members from the Second Congregational Church in 
Biddeford, Deacon Asa Clark, the oldest deacon, Eleanor M. Clark, Willard 
Bacon, Harriet N. Bacon, Susan Smith, wife of George, Caroline Burnham, 
wife of William, Hannah Ann Burnham, Luanda Gooawin. Dorothy Smith, 
widow of James, Eliza D. Lowell, William Horribin, Elmira Horribin, Eliza 
C. Smith, wife of Jabez, Eben B. Hazelton, Adelaide C. Hazelton, Noah 
Sawyer, Hannah Sawyer. Dorcas A. Sawyer, Joanna Thompson, Amanda F. 
Haines, OLive Smith, Eliza D. Cole, Sarah H. Cole, Martha E. Dyer, Susan 
S. Freeman, Eunice E. Woodman, Emily H. Nichols, Susan B. Smith, wife 
of William, Fanny Lowell, Wm. P. Haines, Harriet F. Haines, Ferguson 
Haines, Charlotte S. Haines, Sarrmel Vance, Caroline E. Vance, John H. 
Burnham, Miss — . Smith. 

Original members from other churches, Elizabeth Burnham, Congrega- 
tional Church in Munson; Mary E. Bacon, wife of Horace, Congregational 
Church in Saco; Hannah Berry, Congregational Church, South Bridgton ; 
S. M. Blake and Almira W. Davis, F. W. Baptist Church, Biddeford. 

From the Second Congregational Church of Biddeford, thirty-seven; from 
other churches, five; total, forty-two. 

The Rev. Mr. Gould remained some nine months with 
this church, and added twenty-four names to the church 
list, closing his labors Aug. 15, 1858. In the autumn of 
1858, this church extended a call to the Rev. Charles Ten- 
ney, of North Haverhill, Mass., and on Dec. 2, 1858, a 
council convened for the purpose of assisting in the in- 
stallation services. After the reading of the letters missive, 
the council was organized, by choosing Rev. Joseph Blake, 
of Cumberland, Moderator, and Rev. Phillip Titcomb, 
Scribe. After the usual examination, the council voted 
that it was satisfactory, and proceeded with the exercises 
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of installation. Mr. Tenney served a long and faithful 
ministry. So far as I am able to state, he received one 
hundred and sixty-two members to this church during- his 
stay here, which was from Dec. 2, 1858, to May 22, 1871, 
on which day he was dismissed. The moderator of this 
council was Rev. Albert Cole, and Rev. J. D. Emerson, 
scribe. Mr. Tenney received the high approbation of the 
council as a preacher and pastor. 

At a regularly called meeting o( the Pavilion church, on 
the 15 th day of January, 1872, they unanimously voted to 
call the Rev. A. J. Rogers, of Concord, Mass., to become 
their pastor. He was installed pastor of this church July 
10, 1S73. Rev. Charles Tenney, of Chester, N. H., was 
chosen as moderator. The installation sermon was preach- 
ed by Prof. Barbour, D. D., of Bangor Seminary, Text, 
Matt. v. 17. During Mr. Rogers' pastorate, sixty-eight 
members were received to this church. He was dismissed 
Jan. 20, 1S75. The council was organized by the choice of 
Rev. W. E. Darling, of Kennebunk, as moderator, Rev. J. 
D. Emerson, scribe. Mr. Rogers avas dismissed with the 
approbation of the council as a minister of Christ 

August 31, 1875, by a committee of Pavilion church, the 
Rev. John R. Chalmers, of Wilton, Me., was invited to 
labor with this church for one year. His services com- 
menced Sept. 26, 1875. During the nine months that he 
has been laboring here, sixteen have been added to the 
church. Thus closes the history of the Pavilion church 
up to June I2> 1876. 
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BUXTON. 



BY REV, S. 13 IX BY. 



The Congregational church was organized March 16, 
1763* when seven persons were publicly recognized as the 
church in Narragansett, No. 1. 

On the same day, and by the same council, Paul Coffin 
was ordained pastor of the church, upon a salary of fifty 
pounds sterling, and one hundred pounds of lawful money 
together with sixty acres of land settlement, to which was 
added a pledge for reasonable addition to his regular salary 
as should be needful and convenient. 

Another sixty acre lot was provided as a parsonage, both 
lots being conveniently situated in the vicinity of the 
meeting-house. 

At the ordination, Rev. John Fairfield offered prayer, 
Rev. Daniel Little preached the ordination sermon, Rev, 
Mr. Merrill gave the charge, and the Rev. Moses Henimen- 
way presented the right hand of fellowship. 

Dr. Paul Coffin was born in Newbury, Mass., graduated 
at Harvard in the year 1759. He was a man of good natu- 
ral talents, of sound learning,and well read in his profession. 
Being blessed with a vigorous constitution, he was able to 
continue his pastoral labors for a much longer period than 
the average of his ministerial brethren. 

During his ministry he married four hundred and eighty- 
four couples, baptized seven hundred and thirty-seven 
children, received to the church ninety-five persons, and 
one hundred and thirty-eight owned and recognized the 
covenant. He died June 6, 1821, in the eighty-fifth year of 
his age, having been pastor forty-six years. 

Levi Loring was ordained colleague pastor, October 22, 
3 
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1817. During his pastorate of eighteen years, one hundred 
and forty names were added to the list of church members 
He baptized eighty-eight persons, and married one hundred 
and fifty-four couples. He was dismissed August 31, 1835. 
After his dismissal from this church he labored in various 
towns in Somerset County, till the time of his death, which 
occurred in Athens, Jan. 16, r86o, aged seventy-six years, 

A few months after Rev. Mr. -Lo ring's dismissal, Rev. 
Benjamin Rice was installed pastor of the church. Twenty- 
six were gathered into the church during his ministry. Ht 
was dismissed Oct. 12, 1842, Died in Winchendon, Mass. 
July 12, 1847, aged sixty-three years. 

From Sept. 30, 1843, to Sept. 30, 1845, R ev - Silas Baker 
was stated supply. He was followed by Rev. Stephen 
Merrill, who was stated supply from May, 1846, to May, 
1847. 

Joseph Bartlett was ordained pastor of the church Oct. 
7, 1847, ana " continued his labors till November, 1867. 
During his pastorate sixty-three united with the church. 
He was a most kind and affectionate pastor, and an able 
sermonizer. In many families his memory is cherished 
with an ardent and grateful love, which time cannot efface. 

Rev. C. H. Gates was stated supply from August, 1868, 
to August, 187 1. He was most active and zealous in his 
efforts, and during his three years service, sixty became 
members of the church. 

In December, 1871, Rev. Solomon Bixby commenced 
as stated supply, and ended March 31, 1875. Present 
membership of the church, one hundred and nine. Whole 
number received into the church since its organization, 
four hundred and two. 

Previous to 1852, there was preaching in the north par 
of the town one-third of the time, and two-thirds in the 
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south church- But it was thought best by the pastor. Rev. 
Joseph Bartlett, to sustain preaching all of the time in 
both parts of the town. 

At a regular meeting in the south church, on Thursday, 
September 23, 1852, it was resolved, "That for mutual con- 
venience, the church authorize the members dwelling in 
the north and south parts of the town respectively, to ex- 
ercise all the prerogatives of a church, in admitting mem- 
bers, observing the ordinances, selecting a minister, and to 
enjoy equal rights and privileges in all respects," This 
action was taken so that the members in the north part of 
the town might continue to receive their share of the funds 
of the church, from which they would be cut off by form- 
ing a second Congregational church, Hence there is but 
one parish and church organization in the town, but virtu- 
ally two churches. 

In June, 1852, Rev. G. W. Cressey commenced his labors 
with the members in the north part of the town, and con- 
tinued to supply them till he was called to lay down the 
weapons of the gospel and enter upon the reward of a 
faithful soldier of Christ. For almost sixteen years he 
labored most acceptably and faithfully as a minister of 
Jesus Christ. His end was peace, though it cost a struggle 
to give up his loved work of preaching. He died Feb. 12, 
1867. His remains were carried for burial to his old home 
in Rowley, Mass. 

After his death, the church was supplied one year by 
Rev. C, C. Parker, and three years by Rev. Joseph Smith. 
Rev. Joseph Kyte succeeded Mr. Bixby as acting pastor 
over both churches, May 1, 1875. He enjoyed a continued 
revival all the following winter, and some eighty persons in 
the town became interested, and twenty-six made a pro- 
fession of faith and united with the church at. one time, the 
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largest number that ever took that step together in the 
history of the church. 

Present membership of this branch of the church, fifty- 
eight. Total in north and south parts of the town, one 
hundred and sixty-seven. 



CORNISH. 

BV REV. ALBERT COLE, 

In the early settlement of this township there were but 
few Congregational families; so few, that surrounded as 
they were by families of other persuasions, they soon lost 
their denominational character. 

In 1840, the writer of this article, then studying with 
the ministry in view, was privileged to labor in connection 
with a precious revival. After the good work had abated, 
and he had done what he could in the interest of another 
denomination, he found two Congregational families that 
had moved into the community, and a few other individuals 
that were decidedly of that way of thinking.. After con- 
sulting with the Rev. Mr. Freeman, of Limerick, it was 
thought best to gather these individuals into a Congrega- 
tional church ; not for the purpose of setting up another 
meeting, but simply to bind them together in church order, 
to assist each other, and watch over each other's welfare, 
and to give occasion for a neighboring Congregational 
minister to come in now and then and give a lecture, and 
break bread unto them. 

Accordingly, on the 16th of September, 1840, a council 
was convened, consisting of the following persons; Rev. 
David Gerry, pastor, Dea. Samuel Pike, delegate, Hiram ; 
Rev, Charles Freeman, pastor, Bro. Jeremiah Hill, delegate 
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Limerick j Rev. Henry A. Merrill, pastor, Deacon Joshua 
Small, delegate, Limington. Mr. Freeman was chosen 
moderator, and Mr. Merrill, scribe. Sermon by Rev. C. 
Freeman. And the church was duly organized, consisting 
of seven persons. 

Another family containing five church members, soon 
moved into the place, and a few other individuals united 
with the church from time to time, either by letter or by 
profession. And some died, and others moved away, and 
removed their relation to other churches. 

In 1857, the writer resigned his pastorate at Limerick, 
and moved to Cornish to take care of aged and failing 
parents. Religion was in a low state, there being preach- 
ing only in one church. Personal friends outside of the 
Congregational ^ interest united in wishing him to preach, 
and removed and repaired a vacant meeting-house for that 
purpose. In July, 1858, the writer began to preach regu- 
larly and constantly, and has continued to do so to the 
present time. 

At the commencement of this enterprise the church had 
for nearly eighteen years not more than four or five ser- 
mons given them since its organization, and had enjoyed 
no stated supplies. It consisted of but nine members, and 
had no wealth, and little sympathy in the community. And 
for nearly five years there was "no earing nor harvest." 
Just before the five years were completed, five persons 
were added to the church. Since then we have had two 
precious revivals in connection with other societies, and 
many in proportion to the congregation have come into the 
fold. The church numbers at this time sixty-seven mem- 
bers, some being non-resident. Sixty-eight have been 
added since the 1st of May, 1863, most all by profession 
and baptism, Considering the smallness of the congrega- 
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tion, there being two other meetings in the little village, 
this may be regarded as a great increase. We have little 
occasion to be discouraged, though laboring under diffi- 
culties, as the case always is in this world of discipline and 
toil. But the Lord has blessed us, and for the most part 
we fuel to " thank God, and take courage." 




ELIOT, 

BY REV. J. D. EMERSON. 

After the incorporation of Berwick, that portion of Kit- 
tery which remained became two parishes, about 171 3. In 
the north part, comprising what is now Eliot, a minister 
was sought about the same time as in the south parish. In 
1715, John Rogers preached on probation," and continued 
his labors till a sufficient number were gathered to organize 
a church. June 22, 1721, a council met and a church of 
seven members was formed, and Oct. 25th following, he was 
ordained. He ministered to them fifty-two years. En- 
feebled with age, his people hired a colleague for five years 
before his death, which occurred in 1773. 

June 28, 1768, Alpheus Spring was ordained. As a 
pastor and preacher he endeared himself much to the 
people, and died suddenly of fever, June 14, 1791, after a 
pastorate of twenty-three years, at the age of forty-six. 

Samuel "Chandler was ordained October 17, 1792, and 
continued to labor till his death there, August 9, 1829. 

Rev. Josiah G. Merrill was installed May 4, 1831, and 
dismissed after one years labor, and became a resident of 
Cambridge, Mass. 

January 2, 1836, Rev. Elisha Bacon was installed. Ser- 
mon by Rev. David Root, of Dover, N. H. Meeting-house 
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dedicated Nov. ig, 1833; the first being erected about 1717, 
near the present residence of Wm. Leighton. 

Rev. Ivory Kimball was stated supply from 1840 to 1842, 
and died at Edgecomb, July 24, 1853, aged forty-eight. 
Rev. Josiah B. Clark from 1842 to 1845, when he left to 
supply Rupert, Vt. Rev. John Baker from 1845 to 1848, 
and he died at Edgecomb, Oct. 27, 1859, aged forty-eight. 
Rev. Calvin Chapman from 1849 to 1850. Rev. Jeffries 
Hall from May, 1852 to 1856. January 4, 1858, Rev. Otis 
Holmes was installed, and dismissed January 1 t, 1865. In 
1865, Rev. Wm. H. Cutler was engaged as stated supply. 
Rev. Chas. Peabody from Oct. 21, 1866, to 1870. 

In July, 1870, Rev. Benj. T. Sanborn became stated 
supply to 1874. There was a revival in the church and 
society in 1872, and at the meeting of conference with the 
this church, Oct. 29 and 30, a most interesting report was 
given. But, trouble arose. The corresponding secretary 
for 1874, says, " The church is well united by means of sore 
trials and discipline." These culminated in a civil suit for 
libel brought by the pastor, but he being confronted by 
unexpected witnesses from Freeport, took the case out of 
court and himself out of our State. 

Dr. Guptill writes, " I cannot find the records of the 
church. We have no meetings, and church and people 
seem totally indifferent as to its state. Some $200 is all 
we can raise for preaching. The church will, I think, from 
present appearances, become extinct." 
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KENNEBUNKPORT, FIRST, AND SOUTH. 

BY REV. REUBEN D. OSGOOD. 

In 1653, the Massachusetts commissioners organizt 
town, and being opposed by the church at Cape Porpoise, 
they dissolved that body. At the reorganization of the 
town under the name of Arundel in 1719, an agreement 
was made with Rev. John Eveleth to preach one-fourth of 
the time, the next year all the time, and the town assisted 
him in erecting an edifice which was used as meeting and 
town-house. His ministry continued nine years. In 1720 
they gave him " the sum .£50 for to Dispence the woord of 
god unto them for one wholl year/' which sum was his 
salary till 1724, when finding it difficult to raise the whole 
amount he preached one half the time at Winter Harbor. 
He was a graduate of Harvard, a minister, teacher, black- 
smith, farmer, and best fisherman in town. Dismissed in 
1729, he removed to Kittery, where he died. 

In Nov., 1730, a church was formed, and Thomas Pren- 
tice ordained. He was the first settled minister of the place, 
a graduate from Cambridge, an accomplished and popular 
clergyman, retired by the town only "on account of its 
poverty." In 1735, the town voted him .£20 a year ad- 
ditional to furnish him fuel, and .£10 "more a year Every 
year for six years to Come to make up ye badness of his 
Sallery by Reason of his Complaining the money was Not 
so good as it was when he and the Town made their agree- 
ment," and after a long debate- they gave him ^30 toward 
buying him a servant; and "allowed seven shillings for 
mending ye Meeting House doore that the winde might 
not blow up on Mr. Prentice." 

The dwelling-house built by Mr. Prentice is at Cape 
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Porpoise yet, a comfortable mansion after facing the At- 
lantic storms for the three half centuries of its occupancy. 

Rev. John Hovey was stated supply in 1740, and in Sep- 
tember, 1 74 1, became pastor; dismissed June, 1768. 

The meeting-house was burned April 28, 1763, and a 
new one built on Burbank hill in 1764, where it still stands. 
Three ministers were stated supply, till in 177O1 the town 
called Silas Moody, and he was ordained Jan. 9, 1771. He 
died in Kittery, April 7, 18 16, having been pastor forty- 
four and a quarter years. His daughter, Sarah Moody, 
still lives on the old place. 

July 3, 1 816, George Payson was ordained. Church 
numbered eighteen. By reason of ili health he was dis- 
missed July 19, 1820, and Joseph P. Fessenden was ordain- 
ed October 25, 1820, dismissed November, 1829. A new 
meeting-house was built at the village in 1828, and service 
held there all the time. 

November io, 1830, Rev. Cephas H. Kent was installed, 
and dismissed April 2Sj 1831. August 22, 183 1, Rev. Levi 
Smith was called, and became pastor Dec. 20, 1832. Parish 
fund of about $1 500 went into the town treasury for current 
expenses of the same. By a friendly communication from 
Rev. Mr Smith, a separation of the churches occurred by 
vote January 10, 1838, at which time he was dismissed. He 
died at East Windsor, Conn., aged sixty-four. 

Rev. Silas Baker was stated supply from Aug 30, 1839, 
to Oct. 17, 1842. Rev. S. B. Gilbert was stated supply 
from Oct. I, 1842, to April 10, 1847. Rev, Ivory Kimball 
was stated supply in the summer of 1847, and Rev. Hiram 
C. Daniels, fall and winter. Rev. Henry Eddy for a time; 
then Rev. Mr. Daniels, who closed his second labor April 
30, 1849. Second Sunday in June, 1849, Rev. John Baker 
began, and was installed Sept. 26, 1849, and ended Feb. 24, 
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1856. Rev. J. B, Thornton was stated supply six months, 
from Dec, 1856, Rev. Morris Holman was stated supply 
from July El, 1858, to Nov. 12, 1862. Rev. John Parsons 
from April 1, 1863, to Oct. 1, 1866. Rev, J. S. Cogswell 
of Bangor Seminary, in 1867. Rev. Thomas N. Lord from 
Feb. 1869, to April 1, 1871, when Rev. Wm. A. Merrill 
began, and continued to March 21, [874, when the present 
pastor came. 

SOUTH CHURCH, KENNEBUNKPORT. 

January 10, 1838, an ecclesiastical council organized a 
church of seventy members, formerly connected with the 
First Congregational church of that town, said church to 
be called the South Congregational Church, Kennebunk- 
port. 

Rev. Levi Smith, pastor of the first church, was, by his 
own request, dismissed, and accepted a call from the new 
church to labor with them one year, The scribe of the 
council says : " The changes submitted have been proposed 
and prosecuted in a spirit of entire harmony and christian 
love." Rev. Sam'l Hopkins preached the sermon. Mr. 
Smith remained with them one and one fourth years, when 
he requested and received a dismission, having introduced 
his successor, Rev. John Baker, whose pastorate extended 
through six and a half years, and was very fruitful in addi- 
tions to the church, fifteen having been received on pro- 
fession of faith in Christ, and eleven by letter. 

Rev. S. H. Merrill was stated supply in 1846. Rev. 
Henry Eddy, the next pastor, was installed Jan. 5, 1847, 
under very favorable auspices, yet continued but two and 
one-third years, the church taking the initiative in the dis- 
mission. Two were received by letter, one on profession 
of faith. 
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George A. Bowman next received a call, and was ordain- 
ed Aug. 9. 1848. His labor of love lasted five years and 
eight months, nine being received on profession, and three 
by letter ; but there were as many dismissed as added, and 
three excommunicated. During his term of sendee the 
church and society gave largely to benevolent objects, the 
contributions averaging $212.30 a year. 

We now come to the longest pastorate in the history of 
this church, viz., that of Rev. Philip Titcomb, which con- 
tinued ten years, and closed on request of the pastor, Dec. 
21, j 864. While laboring here he received fourteen on 
profession of faith, and six by letter; sixteen were dismiss- 
ed. He, alone, records the baptism of infants, eleven' in 
all. The last three, children of Dr. C. C. and Julia L. 
Trafton, " were consecrated to God in baptism at the funeral 
of their motlter, at her request." A regular and systematic 
course of giving was kept up during this pastorate. 

The church was now for fourteen months without regular 
preaching, when Rev. W. W. Dow received a call and sup- 
plied nine months, closing his labors Feb. 26, 1866. 

The April following, Rev. Edward Chase commenced 
labors, which lasted two years, resulting in the addition of 
thirteen to the membership of the church. Considering 
the years of service this was the period of most abundant 
ingathering to the church. 

His successor was Rev. John W. Savage, who, at the 
expiration of one year and one-half, resigned on account of 
throat trouble. During his residence here nine were 
added to the church by letter. 

Rev. R, D. Osgood commenced labor Dec. 31, 1871. 
During the week of prayer, union meetings were started, 
and were continued some six weeks. They were blessed 
of God to the conversion of nearly a score of souls, and the 
general quickening of believers. 
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In addition to our Thursday evening prayer-meetings, a 
social meeting was started much resembling the Methodist 
class meeting, which is kept up with good interest. 

Having been served for ten years by two of the brethren 
acting as deacons, the church concluded to elect and ordain 
three deacons. The ordination services took place Sabbath 
evening, March 17th. Rev. Lewis Goodrich preached the 
ordination sermon from the words, " Let all things be done 
decently and in order, 1 ' Rev. William A. Merrill offered 
the ordaining prayer. 

Rev. R. D. Osgood left Oct. 25, 1873, at which time 
there had been connected with the church, one hundred 
and sixty-eight. Of these, thirty-eight dismissed, eight re- 
moved, five excommunicated, and sixty died. Present 
membership, fifty-seven ; residents, nine males and thirty- 
two females. 

At this time the people mourned the loss of Thomas 
C. Upham, D. D., L.L D., who made this the place of his 
summer residence, and was the heaviest contributor 
financially. He was wont to visit all classes, talking of 
Christ and his salvation. 

Rev. Charles H. Gates was stated supply from Feb. 1, 
1874, and during his pastorate over these two churches, he 
resided at the parsonage of the First church, and preached 
in the forenoon at the South, and in the afternoon at the 
First. The membership in each has nearly doubled, and 
84,000 have been spent in repairs on the South, and S500 
on First church. At the Landing many have turned 
to the Lord ; there they have a weekly preaching service. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gates have, by God's blessing, revolutionized 
the place. 
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KENNEBUNK. 



BY REV. WALTER E. DARLING, 



From the settlement of the village up to the year 1826, 
there was but one religious organization in Kennebunk, 
what is now known as the First Parish church. For a long 
period of years this church was orthodox. Under the 
pastorate of a Rev. Mr. Fletcher, in the days of Wm. E. 
Channing, this First Parish church became Unitarian in 
sentiment. 

On the 28th day of July, 1826, a number of persons 
residing in the village of Kennebunk and vicinity, members 
of orthodox churches, met at the house of Capt, W. VV. 
Wise to take into consideration the expediency of being 
organized into a church. They unanimously determined it 
was expedient As many as thirteen valid reasons were 
given for coming to this decision ; the first and principal one, 
*' they believed that the minister of the First church and 
parish was not an evangelical preacher ; and therefore they 
could not conscientiously or profitably attend his meeting," 
They agreed to be organized into a church by the name of 
the " Union Church of Christ in Kennebunk." The day 
appointed for the organization was the 15th of Aug., 1826, 

A council was accordingly convened. Rev. Asa Cum- 
mings, of Portland, was chosen moderator. The council 
then went into a full investigation of the state of facts. It 
appeared that there are thirteen persons in this village in 
regular standing with evangelical churches in other towns 
that those persons and some others, who, as they suppose, 
will unite with them, are desirous of having an orthodox 
church established in this place. It appeared also that the 
population of Kennebunk is increasing and may be expect- 
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ed soon to be sufficiently large to constitute two parishes. 
There is reason to apprehend that if a church is not now 
organized on Congregational principles, the opening in 
Providence at a future period may be less favorable ; and 
further, that should a church now be organized they would 
be able to provide preaching a considerable part of the 
time. In view of these facts it was voted unanimously 
that this council proceed to organize these thirteen persons 
above mentioned into a church, to be called the "Unioi 
Church of Christ in Kennebunk." 

The exercises of the occasion were performed at three 
o'clock p. m., in the town hall, where for some time subse- 
quent the public exercises of this church were held. The 
persons to be organized into a church, Mr. Owen Burnham 
and ten females, renewed their confession of faith, and enter- 
ed into covenant with God and one another, in which exercise 
they were led by the moderator, Dr. Cummings, who pro- 
nounced them to be a regular church of our Redeemer, 
entitled to the fellowship of sister churches. Rev. Mr. 
Pomeroy, of Gorham, preached an appropriate sermon from 
Matt. xxv. 20, "good and faithful servant," and the admin- 
istration of the Lord's supper closed the solemnities. In 
October, 1826, the church was received into fellowship with 
the York Conference after having adopted its constitution. 

The church and parish extended a call to Mr. Daniel 
Campbell. He accepted it and was ordained on Wednes- 
day, Dec. S, 1827. During Mr- Campbell's residence in 
Kennebunk, his health was such that his labors were very 
much interrupted; and for this, in connection with other 
reasons, he requested a dismission from his pastoral re- 
lationship. The connection between Mr. Campbell and 
the church was dissolved on Wednesday, Dec. 10, 1828. 

After remaining destitute of the stated preaching of the 
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gospel for some time, a unanimous invitation was extended 
to the Rev. Beniah Green, of Brandon, Vt., to become their 
pastor. He accepted the call, and was ordained on 
Wednesday, July 31, 1829. He continued with them 
but a short season ; was called to fill the station of 
professor of biblical criticism in a Theological Seminary 
at the West, and at his request was dismissed, Sept. 28, 
1830, The same council immediately proceeded to the 
ordination of Mr. Joseph Fuller as his successor, Sept. 29. 
On the 16th of July, 1834, Mr. Fuller was dismissed at his 
request from his pastoral relations with the church. The 
council assembled to advise as to this matter recommended 
him in high terms as a faithful and efficient minister of 
Christ. 

October 7, 1834, a unanimous call was extended to 
Josiah W. Powers to become the pastor. He accepted and 
was ordained the 5th of Nov., 1834. On the 6th of Aug,, 
1837, Mr. Powers resigned his position as pastor. A 
council was convened on the 17th of Aug., 1837, and voted 
that the connection be dissolved. 

On the 15th of June, 1840, an unanimous call was ex- 
tended to George W. Cressey, to become the pastor of 
this church. His letter of acceptance is dated the 20th of 
June. He was ordained on the 9th of July, 1840. October 
21st, 185 1, Mr. Cressey resigned his pastoral charge. No- 
vember 12, 1 85 1, after a faithful pastorate of eleven years, 
Rev. Mr. Cressey, by advice of council, was dismissed. 

On the 7th of Sept., 1852, the church and parish gave 
Rev. W. H. Wilcox an unanimous call to become their 
pastor. He accepted the same, and was installed the 4th 
of Nov., 1852. Mr. Wilcox having received an invitation 
to another field of labor, asked his dismission in a letter 
bearing date June 8, 1857. His request was complied 
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with. A mutual council was called June 22, 1857, which 
advised the dissolution. 

On the 8th of Nov., 1858, at a regular meeting of the 
Union Congregational church in Kennebunk, voted unani- 
mously, that this meeting being satisfied of the piety and 
ministerial qualifications of the Rev. F. E. Fellows, agree 
to give him a call to settle as the pastor of this church and 
people, the parish concurring therein. Mr. Fellows accept- 
ed this invitation, and was ordained by a council assembled 
on the 15th of Dec, £858. 

November 19, 1865, Mr. Fellows sent in his resignation 
as pastor, assigning as his reason that he had received a 
call from another church and society, which call he did not 
feel at liberty to decline. His request for an ecclesiastical 
council was complied with, which came together on the 
28th of Nov., 1865. Following the advice of this council 
the pastoral relationship was dissolved. The church was 
blessed with a revival under the zealous and efficient min- 
istry of Mr. Fellows. 

On the 23d of January, 1866, a unanimous call was ex- 
tended to the Rev. Walter E. Darling. On his acceptance 
and the calling a council, he was installed March 20, 1867. 



KITTERY POINT. 



UY KEV. GEO. VV. CHRISTIE, 



In those ancient days when Maine tprmed part of the 
colony of Massachusetts, the territory comprising Berwick, 
South Berwick, Eliot, and Kittery, was styled Piscataqua. 
In 1652, it was named Kittery, but in 1713, a division was 
made. The upper part of the territory was named Ber- 
wick, the lower part retained the name of Kittery. A 
Congregational church was established in Berwick, in 1671. 
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In 1714, another was established in the lower parish at 
Kittery Point, and afterward called the First Congrega- 
tional church in Kittery. John Newmarch, who lived at 
what was then called Kittery Foreside, was called to be 
pastor of the First or lower parish in Kittery, March 30, 
1714, and the parish voted to give him a salary of " one 
hundred pounds money for every year after, during his 
natural life, he finding himself a house." Mr. Newmarch 
accepted the call, and twenty pounds were assessed to pay 
the expenses of the ordination. He was installed Nov. 14, 
1 7 14, and the council which ordained him was formed of 
.the " Reverend Elders and Messengers of the Churches," 
of Portsmouth and Newcastle, N. H., and Wells, York, and 
Berwick, in Maine. Eighteen male and twenty-five female 
members subscribed to the confession of faith and covenant 
on- the same day. The name of the pastor heads the list, 
and the name of William PeppereU, senior, follows. The 
people seemed to have worshiped then in an old meeting- 
house near the site of the present one; and like others 
then, it had few pews, some long seats, and plenty of vacant 
space. But they charged high for that ; for to secure the 
privilege of building a pew, Captain Eastwick offered to 
pay for half of a good bell for the church. Others, how- 
ever, secured the right to build pews for five pounds. At 
length that meeting-house needed to be repaired, and it was 
voted by the parish that " it be repaired Lett it Cost what 
Itt Will." This was in July 31, 1717. In 1718, proposals 
were made to build two meeting-houses, one on each side 
of Spruce Creek at its head. These proposals failed. How- 
ever, through the liberal offer of William PeppereU, senior, 
William PeppereU, jr., Timothy Gerrish, Robert Cutt, and 
others, to assist in building a meeting-house on the Point, 

an elegant structure was built, and a committee ap- 
i 
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pointed to seat the people and sell the pews, A sexton 
was also elected, among whose many duties were included 
keeping the dogs out and keeping the house clean and 
sanded. This new meeting-house was built in 1728, but 
did not last long, only a year or two at the most, for during 
a tremendous thunder storm it was burned to the ground ; 
it was so violent that no one knew the house was burned 
until a man sailing on the river next morning, missed the 
familiar object. 

In 1730, or 1731, the present house of worship was built, 
the same frame-work of which, at least, still remains and 
forms part of the present structure. " Voted, that the . 
ruins of the old bell be sent by William Pepperell, Esq., 
to London, to have it recast," which, we believe, was done. 
It seems, however, that a meeting-house was also built at 
the head of Spruce Creek, for in Dec. 22, 1735, money 
was raised and a committee appointed to procure preach- 
ing in said meeting-house that winter; and the next spring 
it was voted to employ a preacher there all the year. A 
separate congregation was established in 1735. The first 
minister for them named on the records is Rev. Timothy 
Brown, in 1 743. 

Dec. n, 1749, a vote was taken to divide the parish, 
setting off Spruce Creek as a separate parish, provided the 
Rev. Mr. Newmarch be still supported by the whole parish 
over which he was originally settled. The church at Spruce 
Creek, however, was not formed till Sept. 19, 1750, when 
Rev. Josiah Chase was ordained their pastor. He labored 
with them twenty-eight years, and was followed by the 
Rev. Joseph Litchfield, who labored with them for forty-six 
years. A short time after his death, Jan. 28, 1828, the 
church became almost extinct, and the Christian Baptists 
occupied the meeting-house part of the time, and the 
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Methodists built another near by, They now entirely 
occupy the ground, and whatever property there was seems 
to have fallen into their hands. 

Rev. Mr. Newmarch was pastor of the First church for 
forty years, and performed a noble work for the Master, 
In the Boston Post, of April 15, 1754, there appeared the 
following notice: "Rev. Mr. Newmarch died at Kittery, 
in the eighty-second year of his age. He was sixty years 
a preacher in the town, during which he underwent many 
pressing difficulties on account of both his preaching in 
two distinct houses and the Indian enemy. He was a 
gentleman, sound and orthodox in his principles, and a 
considerable divine. His preaching was plain and in- 
structive, and calculated for the benefit of his hearers; and 
though he had many trials of his patience, both as a min- 
ister and a christian, yet through all the changing scenes 
of his long life, he maintained as much peace and harmony 
among his people as any of his order. On Monday last he 
was, however, honorably interred by his mourning children, 
agreeable to his merit, by putting Rev. Mr. Stevens, his 
colleague, in mourning, and bestowing black gloves, rings, 
and weeds, on the bearers. And, notwithstanding his long 
and indefatigable labors among us, the many deaths and 
dangers he went through in performing his ministerial 
office, and though seasonable application was made, yet his 
people, contrary to the common custom of parishes, would 
not afford nor contribute the least assistance toward his 
burial. Neither were his children exempted from paying 
the common fee for the use of his church's ' burying cloth,' 
to which he himself was a proprietor." 

Rev. John Newmarch was succeded by that eminent 
scholar and divine, Dr. Benjamin Stevens, who, in after 
years, received the honor of being elected president of Har- 
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vard College; but, on account of his reported loyalty to King 
George, his election was not confirmed. But the report of 
his being a loyalist was false, for he was a true patriot, and 
when Washington visited Portsmouth, he came down to 
Kittery Point and visited Dr. Stevens at the old parsonage- 
He lived and died in the old parsonage. A man of sound 
learning, broad culture, and large liberality, beloved by all 
his people, and respected and admired by all who knew 
him. We are told that at the time of his funeral the shore 
of the Piscataqua was lined with boats, and the grand old 
house of worship, where often had assembled a congrega- 
tion of nearly one thousand to listen to the word so earnest- 
ly and ably taught by him, was thronged with a mourning 
multitude. The church was large and flourishing at the 
beginning of his ministry, comprising men of talent, men 
of wealth, titled nobility, and their retainers. Toward the 
close of his preaching the church began to decline. 
Changes incident to the war of the revolution seriously 
affected both neighborhood and church. 

Afterward, Rev. Jonas Hartwell was called to the pastor- 
ate of the First church; he, however, proved to be intem- 
perate, and at the desire of the people, withdrew, and was 
dismissed March i, 1798. He was followed by William 
Briggs ; was ordained Dec. 5, 1798, and dismissed in 1814. 
The records of the church during the ministration of 
these two last pastors is sad indeed. The church mem- 
bership dwindled in 18 10 to three females. For five years 
the sacrament of the Lord's supper was not administered, 
and the last time it was administered a female served the 
table. Mr. Briggs attempted to sell the communion ser- 
vice, and his family actually used some of it. He was, 
however, compelled by Mrs. Bellamy to deliver it to her, 
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one of the last members of the church, who claimed she 
was the church. 

In 1819, when Stephen Merrill came to Kittery, sent by 
the Maine Missionary Society, he found the First church 
composed of but one member, this same Mrs. Bellamy. 
She was a true heroine, and had others been half as faithful 
and earnest as she was, the history of the church would 
not have been so sad. God blessed father Merrill's labors. 
For ten years he labored in Kittery. Forty-six persons 
were added to the church. During the nine years follow- 
ing Mr. Merrill's ministry from 1829 to 1837, the church 
was supplied by students in the summer, and others, among 
whom was the Rev. Mr. Carruthers. 

In 1838 Tobias H. Miller was ordained. The old 
meeting-house had become very uncomfortable in winter 
and unsafe in summer, so it was voted that the house be 
repaired, and in 184O it was remodeled and took the same 
form it had before the present change. The cost was 
twelve hundred dollars. Three hundred dollars was given 
by different churches, and the remaining nine hundred dol- 
lars was raised among the people here, the largest part of 
which was subscribed by a few persons. 

The next minis^r on record was Rev. Reuben Kimball, 
installed in 1841. After a faithful and laborious min- 
istry of nine years, he was dismissed at his own request. 
He was followed by Rev. Albert W. Fislce, who remained 
seven years and then removed. For several years follow- 
ing, the church was supplied by several different ministers, 
among whom was the Rev. John M. C. Bartley, who died soon 
after his settlement here, and was buried in the adjacent 
church-yard. When there was no minister, some members 
of the congregation would read a sermon, and such ser- 
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vices have often been performed during the history of this 
church. In 1860, Wra. A. Fobes, who had preached some 
months previously, returned and remained three years 
among the people. The climate was too severe for his 
family, and he went from Kittery, universally regretted. 

From 1863 to 1868, Rev. Thomas L. Ellis, a kind and 
highly cultivated man, was pastor. He has since gone 
home to heaven. Mr. Ellis died in 1873, at Paxton, Mass., 
while pastor of the church there. During all these later 
years, the church just held its own. The growth was 
small. In the autumn of 1868, Rev. Samuel S. Drake be- 
came acting pastor, but the church did not progress during 
his pastorate. He preached three years, and occasionally 
in the fourth year. The congregation numbered at the 
close of his ministry, a few over twenty, and most of them 
children. 

I can well remember the first time I came to Kittery in 
the fall of 1872, while a student in Andover. It was a dull, 
cold November day, and the congregation numbered about 
twenty. The people did not seem to be specially interested. 
I think my Scotch accent puzzled them, for I heard after- 
ward that one man said he would never go again to hear 
that fellow. But I am glad to say, he did come, and others 
also. It was hard work studying at Andover and supply- 
ing the church in Kittery and the church at Newcastle, N. 
H., at the same time. But God blessed our labors. His 
spirit descended with power upon Kittery. A revival fol- 
lowed, and twenty-three were added to the church in one 
day. Eight have joined since, and others have found the 
Saviour who have united elsewhere, or are still waiting. 

About one year ago, Mr. E. I. Thomas, of Harvard 
church, Brookline, Mass., who had previously become in- 
terested in us, became specially so in regard to repairing 
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the old meeting-house. He not only came personally and 
stimulated us to action, but encouraged us with large 
promises of help from himself and others, all of which 
promises he has fulfilled three-fold. 

We have, now, one of the finest and most commodious 
houses of worship in Kittery ; chaste and neat and newly 
furnished throughout. The room is well-lighted and nicely 
warmed and is comfortable both in summer and winter. 
The interest in the church is still unabated, and we are 
thankful to God for all His mercies. 



Addenda of a Parishioner. 

Rev. S. S. Drake came here as minister, and Ms service terminated in 
May 1872, but the parish courteously allowed him the use of the parsonage. 
He occasionally preached, but for various reasons the audience grew few 
and dolefully less, and it was noted that his energy in the pulpit would not 
compare with that in abusing some of our best people. In 1872-3, Rev, Sey- 
mour, a missionary in New York city, on visits to friends kindly supplied the 
pulpit gratuitously. A fervent and genial man. 

In Sept. 1872, being in search for one who would infuse new vigor and life 
into the church, a live, intelligeiit, progressive man, was found in Rev. M. L. 
S. Noyes, a graduate of Yale and Chicago. He was logical, earnest, elo- 
quent ; but health failing, ere winter came, he was called to the celestial ser« 
vice. However, before his decease he recommended to us our present 
pastor, Rev. G. W. Christie, whose success here has been providential and 
his work a resurrection. 

In the summer of 1 873, Deacon E. L Thomas, of Brookline, Mass., came 
here, with his family as summer boarders, and he supplied us with 200 Sab- 
bath hymn and tune books ; also gave £100 towards a new organ, sent us 500 
volumes, making our S. S. Library 700 volumes ; and he was first and fore- 
most in moving to repair the meeting-house ; the carpet, chandelier, side- 
lights, furnace, etc, coming mainly through his liberality and efforts. His 
contributions for two years £re not less than $1600 or $1700. Stillman B. 
Allen, Esq., of Boston, formerly a member of this church, is another whole- 
souled man, to whom we owe a debt of gratitude. 

The parish have done well, and in some instances taxed themselves beyond 
their means ; so that with the aid above-named, they completed the church as 
it now is at a cost of $3,000, besides meeting current expenses. Dr. Thurs- 
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ton gives as the credit of giving as large, I think a larger percentage, in 
proportion to our state, count)', and town valuation, than any other parish ii 
Maine. 

Work has been begun on a vestry, under the church, 40 by 24 and 8 fe 
high, which will probably be completed by next summer, 1876. Then, sure 
our foundations will stand sure. And freely we have received — freely give 
and always shall. 



LEBANON. 

BY REV. C. N. SINNETT. 

Rev. Ezra Thompson was the first preacher in this town. 
He was sent by the proprietors of the township from 1760 
to 1762. His labors were not constant. He spent only 
six months in town during the two years. He was also 
engaged in teaching school. Nothing further of his histoi 
is known. 

Isaac Hasey was the first settled minister. He wa 
bom at Cambridge, Mass., was engaged by the town 
proprietors to preach for the term of one year, and died 
in Lebanon, Oct. 17, 18 12. This was early in 1764. 
During a part of this first year he was also engaged 
teaching school in the town of York. His custom was 
ride from York on Saturday, and return on Monday. His 
preaching was so acceptable to the people that they ap- 
pealed to the proprietors to secure his permanent settle- 
ment among them. In 1765 they entered into such 
contract with him. June 26, 1765, he was ordained. The 
following persons composed the council : Rev. Mr. Pike, 
Somersworth, Rev. Mr. Lyman and |tev. Mr. Langl 
York, Rev. Mr. Stevens and Rev. Mr. Chase, of Kittery, 
and the Rev. Mr. Foster, of Berwick. This council met in 
the house of Ephraim Blaisdell. As there was then no 
church in town, their first work was to organize one. Be 
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sides Mr. Hasey, five other males became members of it. 
After this business of organization, the council adjourned 
to the meeting-house for the public exercises of the ordina- 
tion. This house, erected in 1753, was forty feet in 
length, thirty feet wide, and two stories high. It was fur- 
nished with two rows of benches, one for the men and one 
for the women. 

At the ordination, the opening prayer was by Rev. Mr. 
Stevens of Kittery. The sermon was by Rev. Mr. Lyman, 
of York, from 2 Timothy ii, 15, "study to show thyself 
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." Rev. Mr. 
Pike, of Somersworth, gave the charge, Rev. Mr. Chase, of 
Kittery, the right hand of fellowship, and Rev. Mr. Foster, 
of Berwick, the closing prayer and benediction. To this 
service a great number of people came from adjoining 
towns. Rev. Mr. Hasey's salary for the first eight years 
was $290, and $245 thereafter, with the use of the house 
built for the minister, which was thirty-six feet long and 
twenty-four feet wide, and the use of all the ministerial 
land in town, and the lots drawn to the first minister to 
hold in fee simple forever. 

Soon after his ordination he was married and moved into 
town with his wife. For nearly ten years after his settle- 
ment, the book from which the hymns were read by the 
elders in Sabbath worship was a metrical version of the 
Psalms of David. March 27, 1774, Watts' Hymns began 
to be used in such numbers that the "lining" of the hymns 
. by the elders was dispensed with, though not without oppo- 
sition. Besides his sermons on the Sabbath, Mr. Hasey 
delivered a lecture once in every week. These week-day 
meetings were held in the meeting-house and in private 
houses in different parts of the town. Mr. Hasey was an 
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accomplished public speaker, and during his labors for the 
first thirty years large assemblages came to hear him — 
many from Rochester and Berwick. 

In 1780 the old church was vacated and services held in 
the new church at the center of the town. Says the histo- 
rian of Lebanon, " Ever after this, Mr. Hasey, as long as 
he was able to preach, traveled from his dwelling-house, a 
distance of at least five miles, every Sabbath, in order to 
perform his ministerial duties. At some seasons of the 
year the roads could not be safely traveled with horses, and 
then he went on foot." In 1805, a bass viol was introduced 
to assist in the singing, followed by fault-finding and some 
slander from people of other denominations. Mr. Hasey's 
life was crowded with hard work. Soon after moving into 
town with his young wife, he began clearing two lots of 
land of which he had become the owner by gift or purchase. 
He soon had them cleared so as to partly supply himself 
with hay. He also hauled a house from a distant lot, and 
put up a barn frame. He owned two or three grist mills, 
which were several times injured by freshets. In 1780 he 
moved his dwelling-house to some neighboring lots, 120 
oxen and 200 men assisting. Likewise moved other build- 
ings and cleared other lots. He was active in town affairs, 
doing all he could to help the people. He kept a journal 
of the events of each day. Quite early in his ministry, a 
man claiming to be a Baptist preacher came into town, and, 
uniting himself with very unworthy persons who had been 
dismissed from the church, began preaching and baptizing. 
This resulted in much controversy, and finally in the for- 
mation of a church of another denomination, which did all 
it could to trouble Mr. Hasey, his people, and their succes- 
sors, through many years. This was a great and sore trial 
to this worthy pastor. 
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He received seventy-five persons into his church. After 
1810 his health began to fail under these toils, and on Oct. 
17, 18 12, death closed his long pastorate of forty -seven 
years. "In that time he had performed the funeral services 
of nearly all the generation which comprised the first set- 
tlers over which he was ordained." The town, where his 
memory is still sacred, was filled with mourning. Over 
700 persons attended his funeral. Coming as they did 
from a scattered community, he needs no further eulogy. 
For several months after the death of Mr. Hasey the min- 
isters of the neighboring parishes supplied the church and 
society with preaching, as was then the custom, the minis- 
ters of these parishes officiating in rotation. 

On Dec. 18, 1812, Rev. Paul Jewett, of Rowley, Mass., 
came into town, and after preaching a few Sabbaths, was 
so well liked that his services were engaged. After spend- 
ing a few weeks at home, he returned to Lebanon on the 
first Sabbath in May, 1813, preached nearly a year, and 
was ordained April 13, 1814. The council was composed 
of Rev. Mr. Hidden, of Tamworth, N. H„ Rev. Mr. Piper, 
of Wakefield, Rev. Mr. Haven, of Rochester, N, H., Rev. 
Mr. Sweat, of Sanford, Rev. Mr. Willard, of Berwick, Rev. 
Mr. Clary, of Dover, N. H., Rev. Mr. Chandler, of Eliot, 
and Rev. Mr. Litchfield, of Kittery. Rev. Mr. Willard 
was moderator, and Rev. Mr. Litchfield, scribe. Though 
much opposition to his ordination was made by a near Free 
Will Baptist society, the church was densely crowded at 
the time of this service. And during several years of his 
ministry he drew together so large a congregation that the 
other churches in town were nearly vacant. Mr. Jewett is 
spoken of as " an active citizen in all that pertained to the 
best interests of the town. He was a friend and patron of 
education, a first-class scholar, and a friend and assistant 
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to all who desired to improve themselves in the sciences. 
His labors with, and advice to, young men, gave an impetus 
to a desire for improvement which is still felt. He was 
gentlemanly in deportment, and faithful in his advice and 
admonitions. To his precepts, instructions, and labors, the 
town is much indebted for the advance made by the inhab- 
itants in learning and civilized and social refinement during 
the last fifty years. Of him we can truly say, "Though 
dead, he yet speaketh.' " During his pastorate the church 
covenant was revised, and a series of votes passed setting 
forth very fully and clearly the duties and obligations of 
the church members. When he took charge of the church 
there were about thirty resident members. During his 
ministry twenty-eight persons were added, eight males and 
twenty females. Owing to circumstances connected with 
his family, he resigned, and was dismissed from his charge 
Oct. 7, 1 8 19. He died in Massachusetts not long after. 

Stephen Farley commenced in 1820, and supplied the 
pulpit for nearly two years. He was not ordained. Soon 
after this a Mr. Barrett was employed for one year. After 
his departure, Rev. James Weston, of Augusta, Me., began 
preaching. This was in the beginning of the year 1S23. 
He was ordained Feb. 10, 1824. Council, Rev. Mr. Chand- 
ler, of Eliot, Rev. Joseph Willard, of Berwick, Rev. Mr. 
Coggswell, of Saco, Rev. Mr. Greenleaf, of Wells, Rev. Mr. 
Douglass, of Alfred, Rev. Mr. Fessenden, of Kennebunk- 
port, Rev. Mr. Merrill, of Shapleigh, Rev, Mr. Upham, of 
Rochester, N. H. Rev. Mr. Chandler, moderator, Rev. 
Mr. Greenleaf, scribe. Mr. Weston was eminent in piety, 
a thorough scholar, and a good writer. His earnest per- 
sonal labors with the souls committed to his care was 
blessed, as such works always are. There was an unusual 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon both the parish and 
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town. During his pastorate of thirteen years seventy-two 
members were added to the church, many of them eminent 
in piety, Twenty-four were males and forty-eight females. 
A new church was built in the last years of his ministry. 
He was dismissed Oct. 12, 1836. He died at Standish, 
Me. Council, Rev. Mr. Willey, Milton, N. H., Rev. Mr. 
Cushman, of Acton, Rev. Mr. Smith, Great Falls, N. H., 
Rev. Mr. Smith, Scribe. 

Rev. Joseph Loring was installed Oct. 12, 1836. Ceased 
to preach in July, 1854. Was dismissed Dec. II, 1854. 
Says Dr. S. W. Jones, the historian of Lebanon, " He was 
a man of undoubted piety, and a good sermonizer. It is 
believed that but very few men have the capacity to keep 
up so great an interest in their public preaching for so long 
a time." Thirty-six members were added to the church. 
A deep interest in the missionary cause was established, 
and still remains. At Mr. Loring's ordination the council 
was composed of Rev. Mr. Smith, of Great Falls, N. H. 
Rev. Mr. Willey, Milton, N. H., Rev. Mr. Bacon, of Eliot, 
Rev. Mr. Lucas, Rochester, N. H, and Rev. Mr. Freeman, 
of Limerick. Sermon by Rev. Mr. Freeman. Mr. Loring 
now resides at East Otisfield, Me. At Mr. Loring's dis- 
missal the parish voted to settle Rev. Elias Chapman as 
their minister. He preached for about two years, 1854 to 
1856, but was not installed. Followed by the regrets of 
his people he was called, to another church. A well-beloved 
man, and a highly esteemed preacher, his labors were blest 
by the Spirit. Several were added to the church, which 
was revived and quickened. Mr. Chapman now resides in 
Massachusetts. 

For a short time after this the parish was destitute of 
preaching. Rev. Samuel H Partridge was then hired for 
a year. In the summer of 1858, Rev. Wra. A. Fobes was 
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hired for several Sabbaths and was installed. After labor- 
ing about one year, his health failed, and he was forced to 
ask for a dismission, which was very reluctantly granted by 
a people who had been greatly blest with his services, of 
a high order of intellect and devotion. He was dismissed 
Sept. i g, i860. 

Rev. John H. Garmon was installed Sept. 19, i860. 
Council, Rev. Mr. Dwight, of Portland, Rev. Mr. Anthony, 
of Great Falls, N. H., Rev. Mr. Doldt, Milton, N. H., Rev. 
Mr. Wells, of Sanford, Rev. Wm. Warren, Rev. Mr. Willy, 
and Rev. Mr. Smith, Free Baptist, of E. Lebanon. Ser- 
mon by Rev. Mr. Dwight. Mr. Garmon resigned in Sept., 
1865. During his ministry, twenty-two persons were 
added to the church, fourteen females and eight males. 
Revival meetings were held. 

Rev. B. P. Page was ordained and installed Sept. 27, 
1865. On account of serious affection of the eyes, after 
several intervals of labor, he resigned. Two members 
added to the church. 

Rev. John Parsons installed Nov. 9, 1869. Sermon by 
Rev. J. D. Emerson, of Biddeford. Ceased from preaching 
in the autumn of 1873, and was dismissed May 31, 1875. 
Three females were added to the church, Mr. Parsons 
was greatly afflicted in the loss of three children. But for 
this, and his wife's illness, he probably would have spent 
his life with this people who were strongly attached to him. 
During the winter of 1873-74 the church was without 
preaching, but sermons were read on many Sabbaths, and 
the prayer-meetings were sustained with much interest. 

Rev. Chas. N. Sinnett supplied the first three Sabbaths 
of April, 1874. Also from June 6, 1874, to June, 1875. 
Was ordained and installed May 31, 1S75. Sermon by 
Rev. C. H. Gates, of Kennebunkport. Extra prayer-meet- 




ings held in the autumn of 1875, attended with some 
special interest. Four members added to the church. 
Two children baptized. A new organ and communion-ser- 
vice purchased. 

LIMERICK. 

BY REV. JOTHAM SEWALL. 

Rev, John Adams, of Newfield, once of Durham, N. H., 
preached frequently in the town at an early period. July 
5, 179S, the Congregational church was organized, and in 
Nov., I79Sj the Rev. Edmund Eastman, a graduate of 
Dartmouth College, was ordained. He died Dec. 9, 18 12. 
During his ministry forty were added to the church. From 
this date to the close of 18 19, there was no settled minis- 
ter ; but eleven were added to the church. 

January 19, 1 820, Chas. Freeman, a graduate of Bowdoin 
College, was ordained, having previously supplied the 
church nearly two years. He died Sept. 19, 1853. Few 
pastorates have been of such duration, nearly thirty-three 
years, and few pastors have been so devoted and beloved. 
During his ministry nearly two hundred additions were 
made to the church. 

Rev. Albert Cole, having supplied the church nearly a 
year, was installed Dec. 18, 1855, and dismissed March 6, 
i860, ten uniting with the church during the time. July 
5, 1857, Rev. Thos. N. Lord commenced his labors as act- 
ing pastor of the church. During his short stay of less 
than two years, an extensive revival of religion was enjoyed, 
by which twenty-three members were added to the church. 
Rev. Charles Packard was installed March 6, i860, and 
continued in the active discharge of his duties about four 
years, though the pastoral relation was not formally dis- 
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solved until Feb., 1868. During his stay sixteen members 
were received. Rev. Philip Titcomb was engaged as 
stated supply May I, 1865, and continued a few years. In 
July, 1870, Rev. T. N, Lord was again engaged as acting 
pastor, which position he continued to hold until July, 1874. 
In Dec, 1874, the church and society engaged Jotham 
Sewall as stated supply, which relationship continues up 
to present date. During the last few years few additions 
are reported. The church, once self-supporting, has been 
compelled to fall back upon the Maine Missionary Society 
for aid. The society is in possession of an attractive house 
of worship. Owing to somewhat of a diminution in popu- 
lation, and the existence of other churches in the town, the 
attendance on public worship is small, rarely exceeding one 
hundred. The Educational advantages, long enjoyed here, 
have given considerable character and intelligence to the 
congregation, and the unusually large proportion of young 
people in the place, adds interest to the field. At this time 
an extensive revival of religion is being enjoyed, which it 
is hoped will prove a lasting spiritual blessing to the com- 
munity and the various churches of the town. 



LIMINGTON. 

11Y L. J, STROUT, CLERK. 

The Congregational Church in Limington was organized 
Oct. 11, 1789, with six members, viz.: Francis Small, 
Isaac Robinson, Amos Chase, Jonathan Boothby, Daniel 
Dyer, and Asa Edmunds. For five years it had no pastor 
nor stated preaching. In the autumn of 1793, the town, 
then recently incorporated, voted to give Mr. Jonathan 
Atkinson a call to settle with them in the work of the gos- 
pel ministry, The town also voted to give him one hun- 
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dred and twenty pounds for settlement and eighty pounds 
annually for his support during his ministry in this place. 
This call he accepted, and was ordained and installed Oct. 
15. 1794. The first church edifice was erected that year. 
He held the pastoral office for nearly twenty-seven years, 
though he preached but little for the last six or seven. He 
continued to reside in Limington until he died, Feb. 16, 
1837, at the age of seventy-nine years. Jan. 7, 1795, the 
church chose Isaac Robinson an Elder, and Daniel Dyer 
and Amos Chase for Deacons. Elder Robinson was suc- 
ceeded in 1799 by Jonathan Boothby. 

Soon after Mr. Atkinson's pastoral relations with the 
church was dissolved, Rev, Robert H. Noyes preached 
as stated supply for two years. He was succeeded by Mr. 
Caleb F. Page, who was ordained Nov. 5, 1823. During 
his successful pastorate of ten years, about fifty persons 
united with the church, nearly all of whom on profession of 
their faith. Mr. Page was dismissed Sept. 24, 1833, and 
died at Milton Mills, N, H., Dec, 6, 1873, aged seventy-five. 
Mr. Page was born in Fryeburg, Me., Feb. 15, 1798, grad- 
uated at Bowdoin College, 1820. Licensed to preach 1822, 
Few pastors have enjoyed as many revivals as he. His aim 
was to lead souls to Christ. Rev. Hasael Lucas succeeded 
Mr. Page, who supplied one year and left. A call was then 
givep to Mr. Ivory Kimball, who was settled Nov. 12, 1834, 
During the first year of his settlement, the old church edi- 
fice was taken down, and the present commodious house of 
worship erected upon the same spot. His labors ceased in 
Jan., 1840, though his dismission did not occur till Oct. 4, 
1842. In March of 1840, Rev. Henry A. Merrill was en- 
gaged to preach, who remained only three years. 

Rev. Franklin Yeaton, a graduate of Bowdoin and Ban- 
gor, having accepted a call, was installed in the following 
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autumn. During his settlement six acres of land was pur- 
chased for a parsonage and the present convenient buildings 
erected upon it. Mr. Yeaton having accepted a call to a 
larger field of labor, was dismissed June 3, 1846, to the 
universal regret of his people. His successor was Mr. 
John H. Garman, who was settled Nov. 3, 1847. His pas- 
torate closed July 2, 1855, Rev. John Parsons was ordained 
and installed May 14, 1857, and after laboring successfully 
seven years, was dismissed. During his pastorate about 
thirty were added to the church, most of whom on pro- 
fession of faith. He was succeeded by Mr. Albion H. 
Johnson, of Augusta, Me., who was ordained and in- 
stalled in the pastoral office Oct. 31, 1865. His labors 
were very acceptable and successful, and to the deep regret 
of the church and society he was dismissed, after a brief 
pastorate of three years. In June, 1869, Mr. Samuel W. 
Pearson commenced as stated supply, and was ordained in 
Nov,, 1870, and continued until Oct., 1872, to the general 
satisfaction of all. His successor is the Rev. Reuben D. 
Osgood, who commenced as stated supply Nov. 2, 1873, 
and was ordained and installed Nov. 16, 1875, whose 
earnest labors for the cause of Christ are being blessed in 
the salvation of souls. The whole number of persons ad- 
mitted to this church so far as can be ascertained is two 
hundred and seventy-three. Its present membership num- 
bers one hundred and eight. The oldest member living is 
Mr. Wm. Thompson, who is in his 101st year. 



LYMAN. 



BY REV. HENRY T. ARNOLD. 



The Congregational Church in Lyman was formed in 
December, 1801, at which time Rev. Jonathan Calef was 
ordained pastor. Dr. Hemmenway, of Wells, the father- 
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in-law of Mr. Calef, preached his ordination sermon. The 
pastorate of Mr. Calef continued for thirty years, during 
which time two persons each year, on an average, were 
added to the church, and seventy-eight infants were bap- 
tized. In the spring of 1831, John Gunnison, who had 
been laboring successfully in connection with Mr. Calef for 
a few months, was ordained pastor of the church. He was 
a man of much energy and a powerful preacher. During 
his ministry of three years and four months, more than one 
hundred and thirty persons were received into the church, 
twenty-six of these at the first communion after his ordina- 
tion, and forty-six at the second. Mr. Gunnison seems to 
have had large influence over the young, and during his 
stay with the people great numbers of infants were brought 
to him for baptism. He received into the church in March, 
1832, the Rev. John Sanders, who had been for seventeen 
years a Calvinistic Baptist preacher. Mr. Gunnison was 
followed by Rev. Joseph A. E. Long, Rev. S. B. Gilbert, 
and Rev. Daniel Kendrick, who successively supplied the 
pulpit from 1836 to 1844. 

On the 2d of April, 1845, Rev. Jonathan Calef died at 
the age of eighty-four. In September of the same year, 
Rev. Wm. Pierce, who had been with the church for a 
year, was installed pastor. The four years of his ministry 
were a season of trial to the church, inasmuch as many of 
its most aged and valuable members were called away to 
their home above, while some others were the subject of a 
church discipline which caused trouble and grief. There 
were but few additions to the church. In January, 1849, 
Rev. Amasa Loring was called to supply the pulpit. He 
remained here till November, 1854. During these years 
thirty were admitted to the church. He was strict in en- 
forcing the discipline of the church, and encouraged habits 
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of regular benevolence. He left the church in a prosperous 
condition, and will doubtless find many to welcome him on 
high in the day of his reward. Rev. Stephen Bailey suc- 
ceeded him. During the two years of his ministry there 
were eighteen additions to the church, the larger portion of 
whom have proved staunch and valuable members. 

In May, 1857, Rev. Wales Lewis commenced his labors 
with the church, and in October was installed pastor. He 
is spoken of as a man exact in church discipline, prompt 
and faithful in his pastoral work. During the six years 
which followed his ministry, Rev. Wm. A. Merrill acted as 
stated supply. He had the privilege of receiving fourteen 
persons into the church and of baptizing two infants. Mr. 
Merrill, though somewhat feeble in health for a portion of 
this time, has left the impression of fidelity to the sacred 
trust imposed upon him. The people were led to con- 
tribute to benevolent objects more largely than ever before. 
Over $500 were raised yearly. In May and June, 1866, 
there was a deep interest in the hearts of many of the peo- 
ple, and several conversions gladdened both pastor and 
church. 

In May, 1871, Mr. Henry T. Arnold was called as 
licentiate from Andover Seminary, On the 27th of Sep- 
tember, he was ordained a minister of the gospel. The 
seed scattered during the year past has seemed to germi- 
nate slowly; but it is believed that the silent influences of 
divine grace have been at work. On the last Sabbath, 
three persons were received into the church, professing 
their faith in Jesus, and receiving the sacraments of bap- 
tism and the Lord's Supper. At the same time one little 
lamb of the flock was baptized. Thus God has blessed 
this church during its history of seventy years. It has en- 
joyed an almost continuous ministry of the word. In times 



a 







HISTORY OF THE CHURCHES. 69 

of depression God has cared for it, and its times of joy 
have been frequent. 

Mr. Loring adds — " Deacon Simeon Chadbourne saved the church from 
•Arraeniariism ; he got parson Calef in, who set the tide in favor of grand old 
Calvinism, and he and others saved the county to orthodoxy." 

March i, 1873, Rev - Samuel W. Pearson became stated supply, and in 

the winter of 1875 t^e see d faithfully sown by himself and others, sprang up 

in a bountiful harvest. A young peoples' meeting was established ; many 

from the Sabbath-school came into the church; there are more to follow. 

His successor, May, 1876, was Rev. George F. Tewksbury, from Gorham, 

N. H. They have a good meeting-house and convenient parsonage located 

almost opposite the sanctuary. The first house of worship was built in 1787, 

and in 17S8 the pews were sold at auction, Capt. John Low gave ^15 8s. 

for his, and Nathaniel Low ,£15 14s. In 1829 the old house was taken down 

and a new one put up and finished without and within during the summer of 

iS3o;and in 1853 the interior underwent thorough repair. The original 

twenty-three members who formed the church are all dead. In 1805 one 

acre of land was deeded to the proprietors of the meeting-house by John 

Safford and Samuel Whipple. 




NEWFIELD. 

BY S, C. ADAMS, ESQ, 

The town of New field, originally called Washington Ter- 
ritory, was incorporated in 1794. A few families settled it 
during the revolutionary war. The earliest labors in the 
gospel ministry in this and neighboring towns, were by 
Rev. John Adams, a graduate of Harvard, 1745. He was 
settled over the church in Durham, N. H., in 1748, and 
continued his labors with that people until 1778, when for 
want of adequate support for his large family, he asked a 
dismission. One or two families from his parish in Durham 
had removed to this new territory, and others were soon to 
come. In consideration of a grant of 400 acres of land and 
the erection of a dwelling, he was induced to settle in this 
new territory. He removed to Newfield in February, 1781, 
when there were but five families in the place, and labored 
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in the ministry in Limerick and Limington, until his death, 
which occurred June 4, 1792. Having given some atten- 
tion in early life to the study of medicine, he made himself 
useful as a physician as well as a minister of the gospel. 
Many of his descendants are still living in each of these 
towns. No church was organized here until July, 1S01. 
Rev. John Stoddard, who had preached a few months, was 
invited by the church and parish to become their pastor. 
The call was accepted, the time for his installation ai 
pointed, and the council invited, but in the meantime his 
gross immorality prevented his induction into the office. 
In February, 1S03, Rev. John Dane was duly ordained. In 
less than a year after this settlement, gross crimes were 
charged against him. A council was called and reported, 
" that they find him guilty of such immoralities and inde- 
cencies, as to advise his dismission from the ministry." 

From 1803 to 1825 this church was without a pastor, but 
God in his merciful providence watched over this people, 
and ministers from neighboring towns often visited them 
and administered the ordinances of the gospel. They were 
also favored, from time to time, with laborers for a few 
Sabbaths, sent by the Massachusetts Missionary Society, 
among whom were Rev. Messrs. Bray, Jones, Lambert, and 
Longley. In 1825, the Congregational churches in New- 
field and Parsonsfield united in extending a call to Rev. 
Henry T. Kelly to a settlement, who was to preach in th< 
two parishes alternately. After two years labor, a dismis- 
sion was asked and granted by reason of failing health. 

Rev. Charles S. Adams, of Augusta, was ordained Sept., 
1828, and was to preach alternately in the two parishes. 
He continued his labors about three years. During the 
ministry of Mr. Adams, a series of meetings, with the aid 
of neighboring ministers, resulted in a revival of the church 
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and an awakening of sinners. Some fifteen or sixteen were 
added to the church as the fruit of this revival. Mr. Adams 
was an able man, a fine speaker, and a rigid disciplinarian, 
but often indiscreet. He was succeeded by Rev. David B. 
Smith, who was installed July u, 1832, and continued his 
labors until February, 1840. He was a talented, fearless, 
godly man, and his ministry successful, during which the 
church enjoyed another revival, and sixteen were hopefully 
converted and added thereto. Rev. Solomon B. Gilbert 
succeeded Mr. Smith in 1840, and was dismissed Oct., 1842. 
Rev. Samuel M. Stone stated supply from 1S42 to 1S44. 
Rev. Elias Chapman, pastor from 1845 to 1848. Edward 
F. Abbott succeeded for one year. Rev. Edmund Burt, 
pastor from 1849 to ^5 3. Rev. William Pierce stated 
supply from 1853 to 1856, Rev. Jonas Fiske stated supply 
from 1858 to 1862. From 1862 to June, 1864, the church 
only enjoyed occasional supplies, since which date Rev. 
Geo. S. Kemp has supplied. 

Since the ministry of Mr. Smith, there has been no 
special revival among this people. There have been, how- 
ever, from time to time, manifest tokens of the presence 
and work of the Holy Spirit, and additions to the church. 
A large proportion of the young people who were added to 
the church during the revivals have found homes abroad, 
and transferred their membership to other churches, leav- 
ing this still feeble and struggling. 

The moral defection of those men, connected with this 
church in its early history, who took upon themselves the 
solemn responsibility of religious teachers and ministers of 
the gospel, was a sad blow to Congregationalism in the 
town, and gave opportunity for other denominations to oc- 
cupy the ground, of which they promptly availed them- 
selves. Nevertheless, God has mercifully preserved to 
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himself a church and people here, who love his ordinances, 
and in later years favored them with pious, devoted, and 
earnest ministers of his gospel. 



PARSONSFIELD. 

This society was incorporated the 27th of Feb., 1802, on 
petition of Thomas Parsons, and twenty-seven others, with 
a right to control all real estate granted by the proprietors 
for the support of the Congregational ministry. The soci- 
ety and church were organized in 1795. They worshiped 
in the first church built in town, erected by the proprietors 
in 1790, and located at Parsonsfield Center. It was large 
and well-lighted, and was occupied until 1830, when the 
present edifice was built; a plain, unpainted structure, fin- 
ished inside after the manner of country churches of that 
day. The parsonage was built in 1794- The first pastor 
was Rev. Benjamin Rolfe, who had a salary of ^40 per 
annum. He was ordained January 5, 1795, and remained 
until May 31, 1 81 5. He was born at Newbury, Mass., 
graduated at Harvard, 1777, and died at Parsonsfield Dec. 
1 J, 18 1 7, aged sixty-two years. 

Henry True Kelley was ordained June 29, 1825, and dis- 
missed June 27, 1827. Chas. S. Adams was ordained Sept. 
17, 1S28, dismissed Dec. 27, 1831. David Page Smith, or- 
dained July 11, 1832, dismissed August 19, 1834, and died 
at Greenfield, N. H., Oct. r, 1850, aged fifty-five years. 
Samuel Ordway, ordained Dec. 5, 1838, dismissed Dec. 8, 
1 841. Rev. Elias Chapman, stated supply from 1849 to 
1852. Rev. Nathan W. Sheldon, stated supply for six 
months of 1857. Rev. Jonas Fiske, stated supply 1859. 
Rev. Edmund Burt, sta tea supply for i860. Rev. John H. 
Mordaugh, stated supply for 1862. Rev. George S. Kemp, 
stated supply for half of 1864. Other supplies have been 
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jnjoyed occasionally for a few months, for instance, Rev. 
T. N. Lord preached for them four months in 1875. There 
is now no male member of the church, and but two or three 
females. They have a fund of between fourteen and fifteen 

» hundred dollars, the income of which is intended to aid 
Congregational preaching. It would seem to meet the in- 
tent of the donors, if this fund was put into the hands of 
I the Maine Missionary Society, and the interest expended, 
when practicable, for the support of orthodox preaching in 
Parsonsfield. 
SACO. 
BY DEACON D. JORDAN. 
The settlers were commercial adventurers, seeking gain, 
but as early as 1636, a record sets forth the "rate," or tax 
»for the minister, assessed upon the different property-hold- 
ers to secure preaching. The service for a short time was 
that of the church of England, but coming under the juris- 
diction of the colony of Massachusetts, the Congregational 
form was adopted. The whole township, having been in- 
corporated by the Massachusetts legislature, under the 
name of Biddeford, which superseded that of Saco ; a meet- 
ing-house, 35 by 30, furnished with galleries, one for men, 
• the other for women, was erected 1720, but being incon- 
veniently located, the town, in 1752, built another on the 
present site of the first church. This not favoring those 

ton the east side, they were allowed, by vote, to form a dis- 
tinct parish, which they did, and put up a frame house 54 
by 40, on a lot of four acres given them by Sir Wm. Pep- 
perell for this purpose; "for a burying-place and for a 
school-house and for no other use or end whatsoever." It 
was completed about 1757, and occupied as a place of wor- 
ship almost fifty years. The pastor, the only one in town, 
preached on the east side one-third of the time, the two- 
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thirds on the west, until 1761, when a licentiate, John 
Fairfield, was engaged Aug. 23, and supplied for fourteen 
months. By vote Aug. 7, 1762, a committee is authorized 
to invite Mr. Fairfield to become their minister, " offering 
him a salary of j£8o lawful, or $266, if they could not agree 
for a less sum." By a later vote the sum was made $444, 
to enable him to provide himself with a parsonage or " a 
settlement." He accepted, and hence a church organized 
thus: 

On the 13th of October, 1762, a church was gathered in Pepperellborough, 
that being a day set apart by the inhabitants thereof as a day of fasting and 
prayer upon that solemn and important occasion, the members of which are 
as follows : Tristram Jordan, Amos Chase, Robert Patterson, jr., Andrew 
Bradstreet, Gershom Billings, John Fairfield, Robert Patterson, Robert 
Edgcomb, Samuel Banks, Magnus Kidlin, Thomas Edgcomb. 

The Church Covenant.— We whose names are hereunto subscribed, 
apprehending ourselves called of God into the church state of the gospel, do 
first of all, confess ourselves unworthy to be so highty favored of the Lord, 
and admire that free and rich grace of his which triumphs over so great un- 
worthines-s ; and then, with an humble reliance on the aids of grace therein 
promised to them that in a sense of their inability to do any good thing of 
themselves, do humbly wait on him for all ; we now thankfully lay hold on 
his covenant, and would choose the things that please him ; we declare 
our serious belief of the christian religion, as it is contained in the sacred 
Scriptures, and with such a view thereof as the confession of faith in our 
churches has exhibited, heartily resolving to conform our lives unto the rules 
of that holy religion as long as we live in the world. 

We give up ourselves to the Lord Jehovah, who is the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, and avouch him this day to be our God, our Father, our 
Saviour, our Leader, and receive him as our Portion forever. 

We give up ourselves unto the blessed Jesus, who is the Lord Jehovah, 
and adhere to him as the head of his people in the covenant of grace, and 
rely on him as the prophet, priest, and king of our salvation. 

We acknowledge our everlasting obligations to glorify our God in all the 
duties of a godly, sober, and religious life, and very particularly, in the duties 
of a church state, and a body of people associated for an obedience to him in 
all the ordinances of the gospel, and thereupon depend upon his gracious 
assistance for our faithful discharge of the duties thus incumbent on us. We 
desire and intend, and with dependence on divine grace we engage to walk 
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together as a church of the Lord Jesus Christ in the faith and order of the 
gospel, so far as we shall have the same revealed to us, and that we will con- 
stantly attend upon the worship of God, the sacraments of the new testament, 
the discipline of his kingdom, and all his holy institutions in communion 
with one another, and watchfully avoiding sinful stumbling blocks and con- 
tentions, as becomes a people whom the Lord has bound up together in the 
bundle of eternal life ; at the same time, we do also present our offspring 
with us unto the Lord, purposing with his help to do our part in the method 
of a religious education, that they may be the Lord's. And all this we do, 
flying to the blood of the everlasting covenant, for the pardon of our many 
errors, and praying that the glorious Lord, who is the great shepherd, would 
prepare and strengthen us for every good work, to do his will continually, 
working in us always that which is well pleasing in his sight, to whom be 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Of the subsequent doings of the church in relation to the settlement of a 
pastor, the first record is as follows : 

1762, Oct, 14. The church gave John Fairfield a unanimous call to the 
pastoral care of them, in concurrence with the call of the inhabitants of the 
district of Pepperellborough, of him, on 12 of August last, to the work of 
the gospel ministry among them. And said John Fairfield accepting said 
call, was, on the 27th of October, 1762, ordained to the pastoral office and 
work of the gospel ministry to the church and people, in Pepperellborough, 
by the following churches, by solemn prayer and the imposition of the hands 
of their pastors, viz. : the church in Biddeford, the 2d church in Scarborough, 
the first and second churches in Wells, the church in Windham, the first 
church in Falmouth, and the first church in Boston. 

The year following, April, 1763, deacons were chosen. 
Mr. Fairfield kept a record of persons admitted to covenant, 
marriage, and baptism, of the last named were 77°> mostly 
children. His ministry ended April 2, 1798, a space of 
thirty-six years. Nine were received " to full communion," 
and six of these were females. He died in Biddeford, Dec. 
16, 18 19, aged eighty-three. Mr. Caleb Bradley was invited 
to succeed him, but declined ; then Mr. Elihu Whitcomb 
was called by three male members, who constituted the 
church, and was ordained July 3, 1799, dismissed Oct. 24, 
1810. A man of good natural parts and of much shrewd 
humor, but in all the moral qualities of a good minister, 



76 



YORK COUNTY CONFERENCE. 






wholly lacking. He was waited upon by the church, " rel- 
ative to his asking a dismission or dissolution of his pastoral 
relation, and civil relation to this people." He afterward 
died in a fit of intoxication, lying in a log-camp in Abbott., 
Me., 1825. 

Sept. 1 6, 1 8 io, church voted that the doctrines preached 
by Mr. Jonathan Cogswell are truly evangelical, and that it 
is their desire he settle with them ; accordingly he was or- 
dained Oct 24, 1 8 10; sermon by Dr. Appleton, of Bowdoin 
College. Mr. Cogswell was, in spirit akin to his friend 
Payson, and saved the church; it voting Oct. 19, "that all 
those persons who in future are admitted to the ordinance 
of baptism, previous thereto, be examined and give such 
evidence of their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and also 
obedience as to qualify them, in the opinion of the church, 
for admission to the ordinance of the Lord's Supper." Be- 
cause of ill health he was dismissed Oct. 6, 1828, having 
introduced as his successor Rev. Samuel Johnson, of Alna, 
who was installed Nov. 5, 1828, and held the office until 
July, 1835, when he was released at his own request, to be- 
come the agent of the Maine Missionary Society. Of 
ready and popular talents, his ministry was eminently suc- 
cessful and happy, more than half the church-members, at 
the time of his dismissal, had been received during his pas- 
torate. 

A call was given Rev. Nathan Munroe, and declined. In 
January, 1836, the church invited Rev. Samuel Hopkins, 
of Montpelier, Vt, to the pastorate. He was installed Feb. 
17th, and held the office until 5th of May, 1841, when the 
prostration of his strength induced him to ask his dismis- 
sion. Returning the following year, with great unanimity, 
he was re-installed on the 14th of Dec, 1 842, and continued 
till Nov. 26, 1844. He was admired and generally popular. 
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By his suggestion a call was extended to Mr. Edward 
Strong Dwight, who was ordained and installed on Christ- 
mas, 1844, and ended on the 17th of August, 1852. In 
Nov., 1853, Mr. Jacob M. Manning, a recent graduate from 
Andover, was invited to assume that position, but returned 
a negative answer. Rev. Francis B. Wheeler, of Brandon, 
Vt, was installed Dec 6, 1854; March 2, 1859, he was 
dismissed. The church voted to increase his salary from 
$1150 to S14.OO, but all in vain. His ministry was very 
successful. In August, the pastorate was accepted by Mr. 
Charles B. Rice, of Conway, Mass., and he was ordained 
Dec. 6, 1859, and continued till Nov. 26, 1861, when he re- 
signed. In the first year of his pastorate, the church edifice 
where two generations had worshiped, was burned. Fol- 
lowing his resignation, thirty persons made profession of 
faith in Christ. Revs. Dwight, Tuxbury, and others sup- 
plied the pulpit for a time. Rev. John W. Windsor, of 
Marion, Iowa, was installed Sept. 21, 1864, and dismissed 
by council, May 12, 1868. Rev. Benson M. Frink, installed 
June 30, 1870, and dismissed by council June 17, 1873. 
May 3, 1875, a call was given Rev. George P. Blanchard, 
to be hired an indefinite time. 

At this time the membership is, males, 44, females, 144 ; 
non-resident, 10 males, 35 females ; total, 233. Covenant 
and articles of faith have been altered twice since 1762; 
the last time in 1838, and Rev. S. Hopkins, Dea. James S. 
Rumery, and brothers S. Scamman and James Sawyer 
were the committee. 

Deacons Chosen. — Amos Chase, April 21, 1763; Gershom Billings, 
June 9, 1763; Samuel Scamman, June 16, 1774; James Gray, Oct. 27, 1810; 
Richard C. Shannon, March 5, iS2o; Joseph M. Hayes, James S. Rumery, 
Francis Woods, Dec. 17, 1828 ; James Montgomery, James S. Goodwin, Seth 
Scamman, Sept. 13, 1843 ! Philip Eastman, Dominicus Jordan, Charles C. 
Sawyer, March, 1855; Ivory Dame, Jan. 30, 1856; J. E. L. Kimball, M. D., 
William Littlefield, Andrew W. Hewes, Lewis Hodgdon, June, 1S75. 
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SANFORD. 

DV WILLIAM L. EMERY, CLERK. 

The first Congregational church was organized July 19, 
1786, containing nine members. On the same day, Moses 
Swett was ordained pastor. He was an able man, and 
peace and harmony seem to have prevailed during his 
whole ministry. He died Aug. 30, 1822. During his min- 
istry of thirty-six years, thirty-three were added to the 
church. Number at the time of his death, nine. Chris- 
topher Marsh was ordained June 4, 1823. He was a strong 
man, very zealous and devoted to the Master's cause. He 
found neither prayer-meeting nor Sabbath-school when he 
came here, but soon had both in active operation. His la- 
bors continued until Dec. II, 1827, when he was dismissed 
at his own request, much to the disappointment of the 
church and society. During his ministry nine persons 
were added to the church by profession and three by letter. 
Good seed had been sown, however, which soon sprung up 
and bore fruit. 

Elisha Bacon, ordained May 6, 1829, was dismissed Sept. 
11, 1834, at his own request. He was a warm-hearted 
christian and his labors were much blessed. Seventy-two 
persons were added to the church during his ministry. 
The society had for some time been contemplating the 
building of a new meeting-house, and he gave his assistance 
to the enterprise. In the summer and autumn of 183 1, a 
neat and commodious house was finished, This house has 
stood, with but little alteration until 1871, when it was 
thoroughly repaired outside, and remodeled inside, at an 
expense of about $ 1400. 

From this time to Feb. 6, 1840, we had temporary min- 
isters, more than half the time. G. W. Bourne was or- 
dained Feb. 6, 1840 ] was dismissed Aug. 17, 1842, at his 
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own request. During his ministry fifty-three persons were 
added to the church. Rev. J. C. Goss was installed pastor 
Nov. ii, 1846, dismissed Aug. 21, 1850. Ten persons 
were added to the church. It was during his ministry that 
the members living in the south part of the town were dis- 
missed and organized into a church now known as the 
South Sanford Congregational Church. 

We have had no settled minister since. Rev. A. Cole 
preached here two years. Rev. S. Bailey one and a half 
years. Rev. G. L. Becker one year. Rev. C. Marsh two 
years. During his labors God wonderfully blessed us, and 
a large number were added to the church. He died sud- 
denly in the midst of his labors and usefulness. Rev. The- 
odore Wells preached here two years, and lay down in 
death with the harness on. Rev. J. U. Parsons preached 
here one year. Several others have been occasional supply. 
Rev. Wm. V. Jordan one year. We now have Rev. E. 
Chapman stated supply. 

It is eighty-six years since the church was organized. 
We have had five settled pastors whose united pastorate is 
fifty-five years. Our stated supply is seventeen years ; oc- 
casional supply as near as can be ascertained, two years, 
making in all seventy-four years, leaving twelve years with- 
out preaching. 

A very dark cloud has been hanging over us for some 
time. Divisions have existed that seemed very discour- 
aging ; but we hope we have carried our troubles with 
humiliation and penitence to the feet of our blessed Master, 
and we have some evidence that he has not forgotten us in 
our affliction. The whole number that has united with the 
church is two hundred and thirty-eight; one hundred and 
twelve have died ; seventy-seven have been dismissed ; 
forty-nine are still members. 
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SANFORD, SOUTH. 

BY BROTHERS TRIPP AND MOULTON. 

The Congregational church, called ." the church of 
Christ," was organized 1786, Rev. Moses Sweet, pastor. 

In 1831, a meeting-house was built at the Corner, two 
miles above the old house. In 1841, a meeting-house was 
erected at South Sanford, half a mile below the old house. 
In 1847, meetings were held at each house, the majority of 
the church living at the Corner. June 13th, those living 
in the south part of the town chose a clerk and a deacon, 
also passed the following vote : 

That the circumstances of the congregational church in Sanford render 
It expedient and necessary that the church should be divided, each branch 
assuming church powers and privileges. And as the north branch has as- 
sumed such powers, we, having an equal right, do assume to be the South 
Church in Sanford. 

Voted, That the clerk should lay the proceedings of this church before 

the north branch, and respectfully request their concurrence in the a& PWS 

views. 

Joel Moulton 2d, Clerk. 

The north branch did not think these views congrega- 
tional, and asked advice of York Association. Their ad- 
vice was to call a mutual council to settle all difficulties. 
August 1 2th, at a regular church meeting, they voted; 

We will unite with the church at the Corner in calling a council for the 
following objects: 1st, To inquire, as may be necessary, into the past and 
present state of Congregationalism in Sanford. ad, Re-organize, if they see 
fit, the two churches now existing in Sanford. 

October 13, 1847, the council met. Rev. C. Freeman, 
Moderator, Rev. Amasa Loring, Scribe. After due delib- 
eration, the council unanimously came to the following re- 
sult; 

The congregational church in Sanford, organized in 1786, has continued 
in regular existence till the present time. Its records prove it. The agriev- 
ed brethren, by their repeated acts, have admitted it All the members now 
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in regular standing compose this church, " and can, while such standing re- 
mains, compose no other. The proceedings of a majority of the church are 
the regular proceedings of the church, and have been at all times ; and al- 
though they have removed their place of worship, at first part, and then all 
the time, that was not, and cannot be considered, according to Congregational 
usage, a secession from the church. Therefore, we advise the members of 
the Congregational church in Sanford residing in the lower part of the par- 
ish, to request a dismission from the church, in order to be constituted a 
church by themselves in a regular manner. 

The result was, Oct. 17, 1847, "the subscribers are sat- 
isfied with the validity and propriety of the course which 
we. have pursued, and are not particularly anxious for an 
alteration, but as the late ecclesiastical council advised to a 
different course, out of respect to their advice, if you are 
disposed to give us a dissolution of any connection which 
we may be considered as having with you, for the purpose 
contemplated by that council, we are willing to receive it." 
Signed by Joel Moulton and thirteen others. The church 
voted to grant their request. 

Nov. 9, 1847, a council met, consisting of Rev. James R. 
Cushing, Dea. Enoch Furbish, delegate from First church 
in Wells ; Rev. Stephen Merrill, Jeremiah Wentworth, 
delegate from church in Acton ; Rev. George M. Cressey,. 
Union church, Kennebunk; Rev. John Orr, I. Kimball, 
delegate from Alfred. The same council, after reorganiz- 
ing the church as the South Congregational Church, San- 
ford, installed Rev. C. Parker pastor, and he continued 
until 1859, with the exception of one year which he spent 
with the church in Acton. 

From this time the church had for stated supply for a 
limited time Rev. Isaac Weston, 1854. Rev. Noah Cres- 
sey, of Portland, eleven months, from spring of 1859 to 
August, i860. Rev. Jonas Fisk, from 1861 to 1863. L. 
M. Pierce, a student from Andover, Mass., in 1867, eight 
6 
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weeks, and John S. Bane, sixteen weeks. In 1868, N. F. 
Blakesley; in 1869. James T. Graves, and John Bragdon, 
from Bangor, fifteen weeks. From April, 1870, to 1871, 
Rev. Wm. V. Jordan supplied this church and that at the 
Corner, half the time at each. In 1872, Albert Bushnell, 
from Andover Seminary. In 1873, Albert H. Thompson, 
Union Seminary, New York. Since that, Rev. G. S. Os- 
born has been, and is the stated supply, being very accept- 
able to both church and people. 



SHAPLEIGH. 
by rev. wt s. T. 

In 1778, the proprietors of the town reserved three hun- 
dred acres on the east side of the pond for the use of the 
Congregational ministry ; also, a one hundred acre lot was 
set apart for the first Congregational minister settled in 
the parish. Seven men were appointed to locate the lots 
from as good land as could be found unappropriated. A 
Congregational church was organized with two members, 
Oct. 23, 182 1, and both were ex-communicated within four 
years. Oct., 1823, Rev. Henry A. Merrill was settled; he 
received the one hundred acre lot, but as the land was un- 
productive, he left in about two years. In his pastorate a 
house of worship was commenced at the Corner, and some 
additions made to the church. An act passed the legisla- 
ture in 1824, authorizing the society to sell the parsonage 
lot, which was done and the sum of S1650 was received 
and invested by a board of trustees, the income being suffi- 
cient to secure preaching six or eight Sabbaths annually ; 
and in later times has been used at N. Shapleigh to aid the 
Free Baptist minister, through his exchanges with Congre- 
gationalists. 
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From 1831 to 1836, the Rev. Clark Cornish supplied 
them statedly half the time. A few were added to the 
church. August 5, 1838, in connection with the Lord's 
Supper, the church adopted the creed and covenant report- 
ed by the Maine General Conference. Sept., 1840, Rev. 
Clement Parker, scribe, remarks that for preceding years 
the church has been so small and uneventful no records 
have been kept. Besides Rev. Mr. Parker, Rev. J. Car- 
ruthers, Rev. J. Kimball, and others were stated supply for 
short periods. 

June 15, 1842, Mr. Amasa Loring, from Bangor Theo- 
logical Seminary, was ordained and installed over the 
church. The old meeting-house which had never been fur- 
nished, was taken down, and a neat one erected on a better 
site ; some accessions were made to the church from time 
to time, but finally deaths and removals so enfeebled it that 
he felt compelled to leave in Dec., 1848, and he was dis- 
missed Jan. II, 1849. During 1850, Rev. Levi Loring was 
stated supply, from which time there has been only occa- 
sional supply, sometimes by a student from Bowdoin Col- 
lege. Largest number of members, 25 ; present number, 7 ; 
two males and five females. One is aged, the rest attend 
some evangelical meeting. 



SOUTH BERWICK. 

BY REV. GEO. LEWIS. 

The present towns of Berwick, No. Berwick, So. Ber- 
wick, Elliot, and Kittery, were all known originally as Pis- 
cataqua. In 1647 the name was changed to Kittery. In 
1669 this tract was divided into upper and lower parishes, 
the lower parish retaining the name Kittery, and the 
upper being known about equally as Kittery Commons and 
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Berwick. The latter name dislodged the former, and be- 
came the permanent designation of the upper district 
Capt. John Smith visited the region in 1614, and found 
here a large Indian population. In 1624, or thereabouts, 
the first permanent white settlement was made. This was 
at Quamphegan, a little way south of the present village of 
So. Berwick. Parsons, in his Life of Sir Wm. Pepperell, 
says, " that soon after Smith arrived at Piscataqua a pesti- 
lential disease swept off a large portion of the Indian tribe, 
and opened a space for English settlers." No doubt the 
whites considered this depletion of the aborigines by dis- 
ease as a direct dispensation of Providence in their favor, 
and they came in and took possession. Like nearly all the 
early settlers of New England, these had the instincts of 
divine worship strong within them. As year by year their 
numbers grew they felt the need of some public place of 
gathering for service on the Lord's day, and here, in the 
course of no very long time, a house of worship was built. 
This was the first religious establishment in ancient Pis- 
cataqua. 

Toward the close of the seventeenth century, the Rev, 
John Wade came into the province, serving both as chap- 
lain and physician to the garrison in Brunswick. Mr. 
Wade was born in what is now Ipswich, Mass., Feb. 15, 
1674, graduated at Harvard, 1693, and appeared at Quamp- 
hegan, as preacher, probably about the year 1700, In 1701, 
the question of forming a church began to be agitated, and 
in December of the same year, Mr. Wade states that he 
plainly discoursed to the people about the nature of a 
church, the necessity, advantage and significance of Christ's 
ordinances. Subsequently to this, those who wished to be 
formed into a church were rigidly examined from time to 
time by him, regarding their views of christian doctrine, 
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and especially concerning their moral conduct. At length 
they had their catechism satisfactorily committed, and on 
June 7, 1702, these persons were formed into a church. 

Revs. John Pike, of Dover, Samuel Emery, of Wells, and 
Samuel Moody, of York, took the lead in this church for- 
mation, Mr. Pike preaching the sermon. After their 
recognition as a church, they signified their choice of Mr. 
Wade as their pastor. Mr. Wade accepted their invitation 
and was ordained Nov. 18, 1702. In about one year from 
this date, Nov. 13, 1703, he died. Some sixteen or eighteen 
men of the new organization subscribed their names to a 
certain confession of faith and form of covenant, and were 
styled in consequence the foundation brethren of the church. 
Others assented to this form without the subscribing of 
their names. The church elected its first deacons in May, 
1703, Daniel Emery and Nathan Lord. During the early 
history of this church it was customary to have ruling 
elders as well as deacons. The elders were chosen by lot, 
somewhat as jurymen are selected in New England now. 
The names of the foundation members were shaken up to- 
gether, and then three names drawn out. The church 
piously remarking that the disposal of the lot was of the 
Lord. Their choice of deacons however, they were not 
willing to trust so entirely to the Lord. These were inva- 
riably chosen by ballot. The diaconate was a more 
weighty office than the eldership. The whole list of pas- 
tors which this church has had, with the date of settlement 
and removal, is as follows : 

Rev. John Wade, ordained Nov. 18, 1702, died Nov. 13, 1703. Rev. Jere- 
miah Wise, born at Ipswich, Mass., ordained Nov. 26, 1707, died Jan. 20, 
1756. Rev. Jacob Foster, bom at Holliston, Mass., March 10, 1731, ordained 
Sept. 1, 1756, dismissed June 15, 1777. Rev. John Tompson, born at Scar- 
borough, Me., Oct. 3, 1740, installed May 7, 17S3, died Dec. 21, tSsS. Rev. 
Geo. W. Campbell, born at Lebanon, N. H., ordained Nov. 17, 1824, dis- 
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missed Dec. 24, 1S2S. Rev. Scth H. Keeler, born at Brandon, Vt., Sept 24, 
1800, ordained Oct, 15, 1839, dismissed April 18, 1836. Rev. Andrew Ran- 
kin, bom at Littleton, N. H., Nov. 1, [795, installed March i, 1837, dismissed 
June :, 1840. Rev. Wm. Bradford Homer, born at Boston, Mass., June 31, 
1R17, ordained Nov. ir, 1840, died March 22, 1S41. Rev. B. R. Allen, born 
-•.: Newport, R. I., rSo5, installed Oct 12, 1842, dismissed Oct. 19, 1854. 
Rev. Alfred Emerson, born at Beverly, Mass., installed Feb. 18, 1857, dis- 
missed May 12, 1858. Rev. E. VV. Allen, born at Newburyport, Mass., Oct 
9, 181 3, installed Dec- 30, 1858, dismissed May 11, 1866. Rev. Sylvanus 
1 forward, instilled May 1 1, t866, dismissed April 8, 1873. ^ ev - Geo. Lewis, 
installed Jan. 15, 1S74. 

The church in So. Berwick is the pioneer church in 
ancient Piscataqua. Families from Kittery, Eliot, Ber- 
wick, and No. Berwick came here to church when the 
present well-cultivated fields of the region were a rude 
forest, and when the later roads were mere bridle paths. 
Quamphegan was a famous Indian settlement, and the 
building of a church was like the throwing out of a banner 
that both attracted Indian attention and roused Indian hos- 
tility. It did not cost the money one hundred and fifty 
years ago to support gospel institutions that it does to-day, 
but it cost more of physical exertion and of bodily risk. 
But the burden of a church could not have fallen upon 
nobler men than were they who formed, and under God 
sustained, this. Names like those of Goodwin, Lord, Em- 
ery, Plaisted, Frost, Grant, and others, were a sufficient 
guarantee that the gifts, graces and influences of a church 
of Christ should be handed down to the future generations 
of the place. There was evidently a goodly share of divine 
salt thrown into the fountain, and therefore the subsequent 
stream of this church influence in the section has been 
very pure. In the trying days of the revolution the voice 
of this church was no feeble one, and it was given in aid of 
independence and Congress. The church had no clearly 
defined creed until as late as 1826. Then after several 
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meetings and much discussion, articles of faith were intro- 
duced as part of the church furniture. In 1830 the church 
put itself squarely upon a temperance platform, resolving 
that total abstinence was the proper course for members to 
pursue, and that it should be demanded of candidates for 
admission, For nearly one hundred and seventy-five years 
has this lamp of Christ been burning and giving out its 
light to all the neighborhood around. May it continue to 
enlighten, to elevate, and to bless the community so long 
as there shall be any community around, or any need of a 
christian church on earth. 



WELLS, FIRST. 

BY WM. CLARK, D. D. 

This town was called Wabhannet, and was purchased by 
Rev. John Wheelright, first minister of the place, 'of Gov. 
Gorges, by deed, dated April iy, 1643. The same year he 
gathered a church. As a preacher, he was pious and 
learned, yet extremely pertinacious of his opinions, for 
which he was banished from Massachusetts in 1636, to- 
gether with his brother-in-law, whose wife was the cele- 
brated Anne Hutchinson. Mr. Wheelright came from 
Brain tree to Exeter, N. H., and gathered a church in 1633, 
thence in 1643 to Wells ; to Hampton, 1647 ; finally to 
Salisbury, Mass, In 1644 the sentence of banishment was 
annulled, and he embarked for England and lived for sev- 
eral years in favor with Oliver Cromwell, with whom he 
had been a classmate in college. He returned and died in 
Salisbury, Nov. 16, a. d. 1679, aged eighty years. See 
Williamson's History of Maine. 

With the exception, perhaps of York, Wells was the 
first settled town in Maine, incorporated by the government 
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of the Massachusetts colony in 1653, only thirty-three 
years after the landing of the pilgrims. Rev. Mr, Wheel- 
wright's successors were Rev. Messrs. Seth Fletcher, Joseph 
Emerson, Jeremiah Hubbard, Robert Paine, John Bass, 
Samuel Emery, Samuel Jeffords, Gideon Richardson, Moses 
Hemmenway, Benjamin White, Jonathan Greenleaf, William 
Clark, who, beginning Feb. 18, 1829, closed his pastoral 
labors there in 1836. Since then there have been not less 
than six pastors of that church, viz. : Jonas Colburn, J. R. 
Cushing, Giles Leach, Lewis Goodrich, W. H. Wood well, 
and W. S. Kimball. 

A very marked and memorable revival occurred in Wells 
in 1831, which I reported for the Christian Mirror of July 
after, and now transcribe in part for this sketch. 

Since October last, weekly prayer-meetings have been held in four school 
districts, which, for some time excited no particular interest, bat toward the 
close of la!t winter they were more generally attended. Christians felt mure 
deeply their responsibility, prayed with more faith and fervor, and exhibited 
in their ordinary intercourse with each other, and the world, more solicitude 
for the salvation of sinners. Accounts of revivals of religion in connc* 
with convocations in the south and west, attended with wonderful displays of 
divine grace, awakened great interest in the church ; their faith in God was 
quickened and strengthened, and an increasing spirit of prayer was very man- 
ifest j the prayers of many in the church became agonizing ; they took God 
at his word ; they believed he would hear the sincere and fervent. About 
the first of May much feeling was manifest in the sanctuary on the Sabbach, 
in the conference-room, and in many parts of the parish. An anxious in- 
quirer was found here and there, and instances of hopeful conversion 
occurred At this point a series of religious services was decided upon. 
They continued three days, and were attended with glorious results, even ac- 
cording to their faith. On one or two occasions the presence of the Holy 
Ghost was most evident, and his power tremendous. Every one of an im- 
mense congregation seemed to say by his appearance, " How dreadful is this 
place I " Every truth uttered, every prayer offered, and every remark made 
deepened the impression and increased the awful solemnity. There was no 
;inim:il excitement. The stillness of death reigned through the assembly. 
A man, one of the firmest spirits in the congregation, went up to the pulpit, 
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and said to the minister of the place, " Sir, do pray for me. I am ready to 
sink under a sense of my sins." This sent a tremendous thrill through the 
whole assembly, and as it afterward appeared, was the means of the convic- 
tion of many. As fruits of the protracted meeting, one hundred and fifty 
give satisfactory evidence of having submitted to the terms of the gospel. 
Fifty family altars have been erected ; interest in benevolent objects greatly 
ftcreased. The cause of temperance, which had previously met with strong 
opposition, is now cordially sustained, and the temperance society augmented 
by sixty-five additions. Six dealers in ardent spirits have banished this 
Doison from their stores and their bars. One of them said he "could not 
pray so long as his rum barrels were in his store." This revival embraces 
almost all the principal and influential men of the parish. Among its sub- 
jects, too, are found the gray-headed infidel, the universalist, the profane 
swearer, and the notoriously wicked of all classes. Persons of this descrip- 
tion may be seen morning and evening with their families at the altar of 
prayer. In one of the ship-yards, the carpenters have a prayer every morn- 
before entering on their work. The aspect of the place is entirely 
anged. One continued Sabbath seems to reign over the whole parish. 
Meet men where you may, you find their minds occupied with the great 
truths of religion. The good work still continues. Instances of conviction 
and of conversion are occurring daily. The church is still awake, and many 
of its members are daily agonizing in prayer to God for the conversion of 
every soul in the place. The feeling is general among christians that if they 
are faithful to God, to themselves, and their fellow-sinners, all may be saved. 
Other fruits of the revival, as subsequently developed, were a general 
quickening of the minds and energies, and improvement of the tastes of the 
people, as seen in the repairs of their domicils, barns, and buildings gener- 
»lly ; in their desire for religious as well as secular intelligence, as evinced 
by the increase of the number of newspapers taken in the parish. Among 
others, nearly fifty copies of the Hew York Observer were taken in the year 
after commencement of the revival ; a valuable parish library was estab- 
lished. The increased interest in the study of the Bible in the Sabbath-school 
well as in the family, quickened the minds of the people generally, as 
shown by improvement in the common schools, and the attendance of the 
youth of both sexes at academies and high schools out of town. Several 
boys entered college, graduated with honor, and have filled important posi- 
tions, as physicians, in the pulpit, at the bar, and in Congress. Not a few of 
the little girls of these days availed themselves of means of higher education, 
and have taught and are still teaching in the higher female schools of our 
country. The fruits of the revival have been genuine, and most benign in all 
the relations of life, and illustrate the divine declaration, that "godliness is 
profitable unto all things, having the promise of the life that how is and of 
that which is to come." 
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A second Congregational church was organized in Wells 
August 23, 1831, principally from members of the first 
Congregational church, residing in the east part of the 
town. Its meeting-house was dedicated Dec. 28, 183 1. 
Both these parishes have been blest the past winter with a 
revival similar to the one described. Rev. W. S. Kimball, 
late of first church, Greenfield, Mass., began his labors in 
the autumn of 1875, and soon an interest was awakened 
which culminated about new years, in the coming of a del- 
egation from the Y. M. C. A. of Maine, when scores came 
out on the Lord's side. Seventeen were received into the 
church at one time. A spirit of union prevailed, and meet- 
ings were held in all parts of the town with most gratifying 
results. So God has favored this part of our Zion, loving 
to repeat for this, the work he did for a former generation. 
Soon may the sower overtake the reaper. 



WELLS, SECOND. 

BY REV. BENj. SOUTHWQRTH. 

The Second Congregational Church, Wells, was organ- 
ized August 23, 1 83 1, under the ministry of Rev. Elijah 
Kellogg, who supplied them a short time — how long the 
record saith not. 

Rev. Charles S. Adams, settled Dec. 27, 1831, dismissed Jan. 13, 1834. 
Rev. David Oliphant, settled (about) Sept. r, 1S34, dismissed March 28, 1838. 
Rev. Charles Walker, settled May 8, 1839, dismissed April 16, 1844. Rev. 
Benj. Howe, settled Nov. 5, 1845, dismissed Nov. 5, 1849. Rev. Jacob C. 
Goss, settled March 18, 1851, dismissed July 18, 1855, Rev. Jonathan B. 
Cook, settled July r8, 1855, dismissed April 30, 1867. Rew. Samuel Bowker, 
stated supply, came Oct. 1, 1867, left July 1, 1870. Rev. Benj. Southworth, 
stated supply, came Oct. 1, 1870, and remains even until the present time. 

I have no more information, except that from the revival 
of 1875 thirty-four have united with our church, making 
more than three-score since my pastorate began. 
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YORK, FIRST, 

BY REV. BENJ. W. POND. 

The first church in York was organized December 3, 
1673, old style. It was not the first church organized in 
Maine, that having been the church gathered in Wells by 
Rev. John Wheelwright in 1643, and which did not long sur- 
vive. But it was probably the second, and is therefore the 
oldest church now in the state. Some inquiries made in 
the summer of 1872 concerning the date of its organization 
resulted in the discovery, among the records of the first 
church in Rowley, Mass., of a copy of the letter missive 
calling a council for that purpose, and for the ordination of 
Mr. Shubael Dummer as pastor, followed by an abstract of 
the proceedings of the council and of the ordination ser- 
vices. The letter is as follows : 

To the Reverend and beloved brethren of the church of X st at Rowley 
Thes P'sent. 

Reverend and beloved Grace mercy and peace be multiplied, &c. 

Thes are to acquaint you that God by his gratious providence having soe 
farr revived the work of his hous amongst vs, which for soe many late years 
hast seemed to ly languishing and sinking into a decerning lethargic (to 
o' great humbling be it spoaken) as that now our hearts are inclined and 
raysed up, and soe farr as lyeth. in vs by God's assistance, are rcsolued to 
settle all the ordinances of X" according to y e order and comand of the gos- 
pell amongst us; and to y l end to ordaine our Reverend brother Mr. Shubael 
Dumer an officer as our mediat head under the lord Jesus X w Over vs upon 
the 4th day of the week, being the 3rd day of December next : Thes are 
therfore to craue your help by the assistance of your prayers and your pres- 
ence upon that day with vs by y OT elders and messengers for the furtherance 
and accomplishment of soe good a work from whom we hope, according to 
regular approbation, we may expect and receive the right hand of fellowship. 

November 10th, 1673. 

Y on to be comanded in the behalf of y* church 
according to y* rules of y B lord Jesus, 

Edward RrsHWORTH, 
Richard Bankes. 
The council consisted of Rev. Joshua Moody and Mr. 
Richard Cutis, from the church at Portsmouth, Rev. John 
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Reynor, jr., and Mr. Clemens, from the church at Dover, 
and Rev. Samuel Philips and Capt. Brottlebank, from the 
church at Rowley, representatives, by the way, of one less 
the number of churches required for the purpose by a law 
of the Massachusetts colony in 1653, a law probably for- 
gotten in twenty years from its enactment. Some expres- 
sions in the above letter savor as if the church were already 
perhaps in existence. But the language of the abstracts 
accompanying it is clear to the effect that this was the oc- 
casion of the organization of the present church. If they 
were in any sort of church state already, it was evidently 
disregarded by this council. 

Mr, Dummer was born in Newbury, Mass., Feb. 17, 1636, 
the son of Richard and Mary Dummer. From his earliest 
youth he was brought up under the ministry of one of the 
most eminent scholars and christians of New England, 
Rev. Thomas Parker, of Newbury, and was, very probably, 
his pupil and fitted by him for college. He graduated at 
Harvard in 1656, at the age of twenty, became a preacher 
at twenty-four, and was admitted a freeman of Massachu- 
setts colony. Ho preached at Salisbury before coming to 
York, some two years, and some probability is given to the 
view that from thence he came very soon to York, by the 
fact that his wife was Mary, the daughter of Edward Rish- 
worth, a resident of York, and one of the signers of the 
above letter, and that she became his wife as early as 1656, 
the year of his graduation at Harvard. Wifely influence 
in part, very likely led him this way. Passages in the 
Rowley record certify that Mr. Dummer was minister in 
York prior to Sept., 1671, and that he had been there long 
enough to have been reported as having some thoughts of 
leaving the place. The services and the scene of ordina- 
tion are very vividly given in the ancient record above-men- 
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tloned, which is too long for insertion here. It embraced 
the novelty, to us, of Mr. Dummer preaching his own ordi- 
nation sermon. The record says, "After Mr. Dumer his 
precious and sutable sermon from So Ps. 14, Mr. Moody 
prayed. Then S. P. [Samuel Philips] being desired by the 
vote of the church to ordain Mr. Dumer and give to him 
the right hand of fellowship, with the assistance of Mr. 
Moodey and Mr. Reynor and Mr. Rishworth, it was ac- 
cordingly though weakly performed." Note, ist, the inter- 
esting modesty of Mr. Philips, 2d, the presence of the 
doctrine of the Cambridge platform, in the part taken by 
Mr. Rishworth, the lay representative of the church, in the 
ordaining of Mr. Dummer. Thus the prayer of ordination 
and the right hand were by Mr. Philips. A solemn 
" charg " was given to the pastor, and one likewise to " the 
congregation," by whom, the record does not show. 

The quality and fruits of Mr. Dummer's ministry in York we are warranted 
in concluding, were of the best. The letter above quoted makes mention 
that, "the work of God's hous, which for soe many late years hast seemed to 
ly languishing and sinking into a declyning lethargic, under Mr. Dumer's 
ministry was extensively revived." There is extant testimony to the affec- 
tionate relation between him and his people in the year 1671. In Sept of 
that year, the church at Rowley invited him to join with Mr. Philips in the 
ministry there, to which his reply was, for substance, that "he did not find 
suffitient ground to leave his people at York," and, "discerning the peoples" 
affection to him as well as need of him, he could not find in hia heart to leave 
them." 

Many such solicitations, Mather says, he received, "but he chose, rather, 
with a paternal affection, to stay amongst those who had been so many of 
them converted and edified by his ministry; and he spent very much of his 
own patrimony to subsist among them, when their distresses made them una- 
ble to support him." His family connection gave him, perhaps, an additional 
influence with the people. Edward Rishworth, his father-in-law, was one of 
the ablest men of the county, and enjoyed the confidence of the people in a 
remarkable degree. 

Mr. Dummer's ministry, in all, covered a period of nearly thirty years, and 
closed in a manner that effectually canonizes him still among the people at 
York. Early in the morning of Jan, 25, 1692 {new style), the town was sur- 






94 



YORK COUNTY CONFERENCE. 



prised by a large body of Indians, who killed some fifty of the people, mai 
captive a hundred more, burned all the houses on the east side of the, river, 
and then took to the woods. Among the killed was Mr. Dummer, who was 
shot, just as he was about " to take horse at his own door upon a journey in 
the service of God." It further reflects the character of his work, that the 
church survived the trials and devastations of the protracted Indian hostili- 
ties. Cotton Mather sums up his character as follows: "Our Dummer, the 
minister of York, was one, of whom, for his exemplary holiness, humbler 
modesty, industry, and fidelity, the world was not worthy. He was a gentle 
man well-descended, well-tempered, well-educated. He might have taken 
for his coat-of-arms the same that the holy martyr Hooper prophetically did, 
a lamb in a flaming busk, with rays from heaven shining on it," 






After the calamity which had involved the death of Mr. 
Dummer, the few settlers who had escaped, nearly decided 
to abandon the place. But their neighbor colonies came 
to their relief, and upon the return, in the spring, of some 
of those who were carried away captive, they decided to 
remain. But they were six or seven years without regular 
preaching. 

May 16, 1698, Mr. Samuel Moody came among them. 
But they were too poor to support him (light as the bill of 
a young man of twenty-three, only one year from college 
and unencumbered by dependents, must be), and he con- 
tinued with them only by the assistance of the General 
Court, which voted him for the year ending May 18, 1699, 
twelve pounds sterling. It was not an inviting field. Six 
years of pinching poverty, and of deprivation of any regular 
pastoral care, found the remains of Mr. Dummer's little 
flock in a low and backslidden state. But Mr. Moody was 
not a man to be palled by difficulties, — he even welcomed 
them. They roused him to full action. He decided to 
settle in York, and was ordained Dec. 20, 1 700. 

Rev, Samuel Moody was bom at Newbury, Mass., Jan. 4, 1675, graduated 
at Harvard in 1697; he was now about twenty-five years of age and three 
years from college. In respect of strong faith in God, and fearlessness of 
man ; of devotion to his work, even to no small degree of improvidence for 
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himself; of tender-heartedness and charity ; and of the personal power these 
qualities give, Mr. Moody was a remarkable man. Anecdotes illustrative of 
him in all these respects are numberless, and carefully preserved still in 
York. He is the second saint in the York calendar. His praying would 
give good proof of its worth, even by the modern " prayer-guage," if the nar- 
ratives are true (as I know not why they are not), of his praying for the 
destruction of Duke d'Anville's French fleet; for the removal of the canker- 
worm ; for wood, one cold Saturday morning, after he had used the last 
stick ; yes, even for his dinner one day. His principle of relying upon divine 
provision for him, led him to labor without a fixed salary, reiving on the 
voluntary contributions of his people. He devoted himself entirely to his 
work, and "literally knew not anything that he possessed." And he was 
satisfied to live by faith, for, in one of bis sermons he mentioned that he had 
been supported twenty years in a manner most pleasing to himself, as he had 
been under no necessity of spending an hour in a week in care for the world. 
His love of souls led him out at times upon a general evangelizing work. 
One preaching tour carried him as far as Providence, R. I., where he pre- 
pared the way for the organization of a church. In a century sermon, the 
late Dr. Hall, of Providence, recounting the origin of the "first church,' 7 
said, "The first minister who was in any way connected with it was Rev. 
Samuel Moody, of York, Me., whose services were so acceptable, that mes- 
sengers were sent to his people, and great exertions made to obtain him as 
permanent pastor." But the utmost they would concede was his services for 
three months. The same spirit led him to welcome, on two occasions, the 
great revivalist, Whitefield, among his people. With all his noble charac- 
teristics, Father Moody was marked by peculiar eccentricities, some merely 
interesting, some not altogether agreeable to the judgment of modern times. 
The early New England ministry were human like the rest of us, and could 
not always use the peculiar autocratic power they possessed without abusing 
it Father Moody's ministry at York continued forty-nine years, one of th.e 
best proofs of its high and fruitful character. The membership of the almost 
extinct church which he at first found in York, increased to the number of 
three hundred and seventeen. I le died, aged 72, " in great distress of body." 
His grave is but a few rods from the present church edifice, which was erect- 
ed the year of his death. Upon the stone is this inscription : 

HERE LIES THE BODY 

of the Revd. 
SAMUEL MOODY, A. M., 
The zealous, faithful, and successful pastor of the first church of 
Christ in York. Was born in Newbury, Jan. 4th, 1675, 
graduated 1697, came hither May 16th, 1698, or- 
dained in Dec, 1700, and died here Nov. 
13th, 1747- For his further charac- 
ter read the id Corintians, 3rd 
chapter, and first six 
verses. 
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The third pastor of this church was the Rev. Isaac Ly- 
man. Born at Northampton, Mass., Feb. 25, 1724, gradu- 
ated at Yale College in 1747, ordained and installed pastor 
of this church, Dec. 20, 1749, more than two years after 
Mr. Moody's decease. He ever sustained a high character 
for ministerial sagacity and fidelity, of talents more solid 
and practical than shining, of a temper mild and cheerful, of a 
life of the most spotless integrity and probity ; throughout 
a long active ministry of fifty years, he saw his people uni- 
ted, his church growing, and the honor of religion well 
sustained. "The great earthquake of Nov., 1755, was a 
means of awakening the attention of a great number to the 
concerns of religion," and as fruits of a revival extending 
Ear into 1756, about forty persons were added to the church. 
He still continued in the pastoral relation after he was sus- 
pended by age and infirmities from active service. A col- 
league, Rev. Rosewell Messinger, being settled with him 
Oct. 10, 1798, graduated at Harvard College in 1797, was 
dismissed and silenced for immoral conduct, June 9, 1813. 
Rev. Isaac Lyman died March 12, 18 to, having completed 
sixty years in the pastorate. His funeral sermon was 
preached by Dr, Hemmenway, of Wells, from Heb. xiii, 7, 
8, " Remember them which have the rule over you, who 
have spoken to you the word of God ; whose faith follow," 
etc. 

Of the subsequent pastorates little need be said beyond 
the mention of them. The time for writing their history- 
is not yet 

Moses Dow, Dartmouth College, 1796, settled Nov. 9, 1815, dismissed 
Nov. 18, 1S29. Eber Carpenter, Yale, 1S25, settled Feb. 17, 1830, dismissed 
Sept. 16, 1S35. John Haven, Amherst, 1834, settled Dec 14, 1836, dismissed ' 
Dec. 2, 1S40. John L. Ashby, Amherst, 1S37, settled July 7, 1841, dismissed 
Feb. 27, 1S49. Wm. John Newman, Bowdoin, settled July n, 1849, dicd 
March 5, 1S50. Rev. John Smith, settled Oct. 9, 1850, dismissed March 20, 
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1855. Rev. Wm. A. Patten, stated supply from about June, 1855, t0 J u| yi 
1858. Rev. W. W. Parker, settled Dec 28, 1858, and continued till near 
the close of 1S60. Rev. Rufus M. Sawyer, stated supply from Oct. 1, 1S61, 
till midsummer of 1866. Rev. John Parsons, accepted call Sept., 1866, in- 
stalled Dec. 26, 1866, dismissed June 10, 1869. Rev. B. W. Pond, present 
incumbent, began preaching here the 2d Sabbath of May, [870, installed 
Sept. 28, 1S70, left for Washington, D. C, 1873. Rev. David B. Sewall, 
stated supply, Dec. 3, 1873, to present time. 

About the year 1830, a great effort was made in York in 
the interest of Methodism, and the church, previously at 
quite a low ebb, was very seriously reduced. But subse- 
quent showers of blessing have still nourished and preserved 
it. The church has been much revived and increased in 
number during the winter of 1875-6. 

The church and parish were formed from the first Con- 
gregational church and parish during the pastorate of the 
Rev. Samuel Moody. It was done through a special move- 
ment by him, to provide a field of labor for his son, Joseph 
Moody, whom he desired to be a minister. This son was 
then a lawyer of considerable celebrity. He wrote a book 
on jurisprudence which was published in England. In the 
ministry he was not successful as he thought a pastor 
should be, and he passed the last years of his life in a de- 
spondent state of mind. 

The church was organized in 1732 ; and it is supposed 

to have enjoyed the usual prosperity of churches under the 

stated ministry of the gospel till 1805. It had no pastor 

for many years, and suffered a gradual diminution of num- 

7 
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bers until the ordinances were not administered, and only 
two members remained. During this time the meeting- 
house was burned, and the records of the church were lost 
by the fire. 

In 1825, the Rev. T. W. Duncan came to the people. 
For the resuscitating of the church, two neighboring pastors 
met with him and prepared a new confession of faith and 
covenant, and held a meeting at which they received new 
members. The following is the record of that meeting : 

At a meeting for the purpose, convened in the meeting-house of the 2d 
parish in York, Oct 26, 1825, the Rev. Messrs. Litchfield, Merrill, and Dun- 
can being present, the foregoing confession of faith and covenant in substance 
were adopted, the former confession of the 2d Congregational Church in 
York having been lost. Satisfactory evidence was obtained that there was 
still a church in this place, and that the surviving members were Mrs. Mary 
Mclntire and Mrs. Sarah Grover; to whom were added, Mrs. Lucy Duncan, 
by letter of dismission from the Congregational church in Exeter, N. Y., Mr. 
John Smith and Mrs. Susan Mclntire, by profession. 

From that time the church rose in newness of life and 
influence. God has granted it revivals from the fruits of 
which it has received additions and been strengthened. 
At the present time it is enjoying a refreshing from his 
presence, and several have been converted. Church edifice 
rebuilt and dedicated Dec. 2, 1834. No records previous 
to 1825, except the names of pastors and dates of their pas- 
torates, with list of members received. Mr. Holman re- 
ceived fifteen on profession, four by letter. Mr. Partridge, 
seventeen on profession, and three by letter. There was a 
revival during the early part of his ministry. He records 
baptisms and marriages. 

The following record is as near right as I can get it : 









Joseph Moody, ordained Nov. 29, 1739, dismissed August, 1 741. 
Chandler, ordained Jan. so, 1742, dismissed 1752. Samuel Langton, 



Samuel 
ton, 01 • 
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dained July 2, 1755, no record of dismission. Isaac Briggs, ordained Aug. 
22, 1798, dismissed July 4, 1805. Thomas Wilson Duncan, installed Nov. 9, 
1825, dismissed April 28, 1830. Clement Parker, installed Dec 3, 1834, 
dismissed May 11, 1838. Samuel Stone, installed Dec. 19, 1838, dismissed 
May 22, 1843. Morris Holman, ordained Jan. 15, 1845, dismissed July 7, 
1858. John M. C. Bartley, stated supply, Dec 1, 1858, to May 15, 1859. 
Samuel H. Partridge, stated supply, May 22, 1859, to Oct, 1868. Joseph 
Freeman, stated supply, from Aug. I, 1869, to present time. 
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NECROLOGY. 

Buxton, June 4 and 5, 1872. 



Congregational ministers, members of York County Confer- 
ence, and died since Oct., 1822. 

I am much indebted to sketches written or obtained by 
Rev. Charles Freeman, and left in the archives of York 
Association Sept. 6, 1853 ; also to Deacon E. F. Duren 
and others. Should any discrepancies appear in reference 
to the origin of the Association, it may be borne in mind 
authorities assign three dates to that event, Oct. 27, 1817, 
at some unknown time previous, and 26th August, 1828. 

i;i\j.\MiN Russell Allen, South Beruiut, was born in Newport, R. I., 
1805, graduated at Amherst, 1842, installed at South Berwick, Oct, 12, 1842, 
dismissed Oct. 19, 1S54, died at Marblehcad, Mass., June 2, 1872, aged 67 
A man of marked ability. Vide niinuUs i%it t pagf 24. 

Jonathan Atkinson, Limington, was born in Newbury, Mass., graduated 
at Dartmouth, 1787, ordained at Limington, Oct. 17, 1794. There was some 
special attention to religion in 1S02. Mr. Atkinson was dismissed Sept. 26, 
1821, but his parochial services were discontinued several years before. He 
died at Limington, Feb. 16, 1S37, aged 79. 

Elisha Bacon, Sanford, was born at Freeport, June 17, 1799, graduated 
at Bowdoin, 1825, ordained at Sanford, May 6, iS2g, sermon by Rev. Triad- 
deus Pomeroy, of Gorham, dismissed Sept. 11, 1834, installed at Eliot, June 
2, 1836, sermon by Rev. Mr. Root, of Dover, N. H., dismissed June 6, 1S40, 
died at Centerville, Mass., June 18, 1863. 

John Baker, Kenntbttnkport, stated supply from April 29, 1839, to Oct. 
2, 1845, graduated at Bowdoin, 18,31, ordained at Monson, Sept. t6, 1835, 
died at Edgecomb, Oct. 27, 1859, aged 48. Married at Edgecomb, Miss 
Sarah Oakman, daughter of Rev. Daniel Kendrick. Died at Eliot, Dec. 14, 
1846, Albert Cole, son of above, aged 1 year. 
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George Washington Bourne, Sanford, went from Wells, Me., to Gil- 
manton, N. H., Oct., 1836, ordained in Sanford, Feb. 6, 1840, sermon by Prof. 
Warner, of Gilmanton Theological Seminary, dismissed Aug. 17, 1842, went 
to the Bethel Church In Portland (Mirror Sept. 15, 1842), where he was stated 
supply from 1842 to 1847, afterward pastor over Bethel church, Boston, Mass. 
Married, Dec. 29, 1840, in Gilmanton, N. H., Miss Wealthy C. B. Ham, 
daughter of the late John Ham, of Gilmanton. She- died at Sanford, April 
zo, 1842, aged 29; also a son, George Henry, aged 1 year and 7 months. 
Portland, Feb. 9, 1843, married a second wife, Miss Harriet, daughter of the 
late Daniel Gilbert, Esq. Mr. Bourne died of consumption at Woodbridge, 
N. J, r April 23, 1872, aged 59. 

Owen Burnham, North Bridgton, stated supply from Jan., 1835, to 1836, 
born at Kennebunkport, May 22, 1796, son of Deacon Burnham. August 15, 
1S26, he stood up the only male member in the organization of the Evangeli- 
cal Union Church in Kennebunkport. He was licensed to preach by York 
Association at Biddeford, June, 1S34. Although not liberally educated, that 
he was an acceptable preacher is inferred from the fact that he received two 
regular calls to settle over parishes happily united in him, and that he would 
have received a third, but for his reluctance to assume, thus early, the re- 
sponsibility of a settled pastor. June 2, 1836, aged 40, he died at North 
Bridgton, in the triumph of faith. His last words were, " O ! the unutterable 
glories of that heavenly state to which my soul is hastening." His widow, 
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Burnham, died in Kennebunk, Dec. 17, 1847. 

EDMUND BURT, Newfidd, was installed Sept. 19, 1849, dismissed Aug. 4, 
1853, died at Gorham, N. H., July 14, 1864, aged 6r. His daughter, Martha, 
died one month after her first child was born, aged 23. The babe was bap- 
tized at her funeral in Providence, R, I., Oct, 7, by her father. 

Jonathan Calef, Lyman, was born at Chester, N. H., May 8, 1762, 
graduated at Dartmouth, 1787, studied with Dr. Ilemmenway, of Wells, 
whose daughter he married, licensed to preach by Piscataqua Association, 
1790, ordained over church in Canaan, now Bloomfield, June 11, 1794, Dr. 
Ilemmenway preached the sermon, dismissed 179S, installed at Lyman, Dec. 
2, iSoi, at the same time the church was organized. The town was then 
called Coxhall, incorporated March 11, 1778, took its present name Feb. 26 
1803. Parish was at first connected with Alfred and Sanford. Mr. Calef 
became a member of York Association, Sept. 15, 1830, and was one of its 
founders. Dismissed May it, 183 1, died in Lyman, April 24, 1S44, aged 83. 
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Daniel C. Campbell, Kettntburtlk, was born in Lebanon, N. H,, gradu 
ted at Dartmouth, i8or, practiced law in Winthrop, studied theology with 
Rev. David Thurston, D. D., Winthrop, licensed to preach by Kennebec 
Association, ordained pastor over Union Church, Kennebunk, Dec 5, 1S27, 
joined York Association August 26, 1828, dismissed from church in Kenne- 
bunk Dec. 10, 1S2S, supposed to have been settled over church at Orford, 
N. H., at least died there Oct 1, 1849, aged 70. About 1S62 his widow died 
in Orford. 

George Washington Campbell, South Berwick, was born at Lebanon, 
N. H., March 25, 1794, son of Alexander and Ruth (Johnson) Campbell, 
graduated at Union, Aug. 7, iS20,.and at Princeton, 1823. He was licensed 
to preach by the Kennebec Association in 1822, ordained at South Berwick, 
Nov. 17, 1824, colleague with Rev. John Thompson ; Rev. David Thurston, 
Winthrop, with whom he had in part studied, preached the sermon. He 
joined York Association Aug. 26, 1828. He was dismissed Dec. 24, 1828, 
from this pastorate, and installed Jan. 13, 1830, pastor of second church, Mill- 
bury, Mass., Rev. Jona Greenleaf preached the sermon. July, 1833, he was 
dismissed, and after spending 1833-5 a ' Bradford, Vt, as stated Supply, was 
installed Jan. 27, 1836, at Newbury, Vt. His brother, Rev. Daniel C. Camp- 
bell, of Orford, N. H., preached the sermon. He was dismissed July 9, 
1850, removed to Haverhill, N. H., where he resided two years, and supplied 
alternately Post Mills and Fairlee, also some months at Fisherville, N. H., 
and Kensington, N. H. June I, 1853, moved to Bradford, Mass., where he 
supplied churches in the vicinity and at Mechanic Falls, Bristol, and Wells, 
in this state. Died at Bradford, Feb. 2, 1869, aged 75. He married, Feb. 2, 
1830, Serena T. Williams, of Kennebunk, Me., by whom he had five daugh- 
ters. Sermons at dedication in Newbury, Vt, Nov. 13, 1840, and at ordina- 
tion of Geo. H. Atkinson, at Newbury, Vt, Feb. 27, 1847, were published. 



Eber Carpenter, York First, was born in Vernon, Conn., June 24, 1800, 
graduated at Yale, 1825, Andover, Mass., 1828, ordained over First Church, 
York, Feb. 17, 1830, sermon by Rev. George A. Calhoun, of Coventry, Conn., 
dismissed Sept. 16, 1S35. Pastor at Southbridge, Mass., from Dec, 1S35, to 
July, 1864; very successful. He was publisher of the National Preacher 
from 1853 to 1857. Died suddenly in Boston, Mass., Oct 21, 1867, aged 67. 

Samuel Chandler, Eliot, was born at Lexington, Mass., Feb. 16, 1776, 
graduated at Harvard, 1790, ordained pastor at Eliot, Oct. 17, 1792, died at 
Eliot, Aug, 9, 1829, aged 64. 
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fosiAH Chase, Klttery, Spruce Creek. This Second church of Kittery was 
organized Sept. 9, 1750, when Rev. Josiah Chase was ordained. One of that 
name graduated at Harvard, 1738, Mr, Chase died suddenly Dec- io, 1778, 
aged 60. 

PAUL COFFIN, D. D., Buxton, was ordained March 16, 1763, died the year 
before the Conference was formed, i. e. June 6, 1&21, aged 85. Born at New- 
bury, Mass., graduated at Harvard, 1759, continued to preach and perform 
all pastoral duties of the church for more than fifty years, and remained pas- 
tor of the church until his decease, almost sixty years. His memoir and 
journals may be found in collections of Maine Historical Society, Vol. 4, p. 
233, together with a portrait. Sermon at his funeral, June 8, iSzr, by Rev. 
N, H. Fletcher, of Kennebunk ; also one preached June 13, by Rev. Levi 
Loring, his colleague, and Dr. Coffin's farewell sermon were printed by 
James K. Tucker, Kennebunk, in 182 1, Rev. Mr. Bartlett, at the semi-cen- 
tennial, stated that Dr. Coffin was not a Unitarian — certainly not while he 
preached. 

Jonathan Cogswell, D. D., Saco, was born at Rowley, Essex County, 
Mass., Sept. 3, 1782, graduated at Harvard, 1806, classical teacher for one 
year in Philips Academy, a tutor at Bowdoin two years immediately after 
leaving Philips Academy. As the Theological Seminary at Andover was 
just commencing, and Dr. Griffin, whose instruction he most desired, left for 
Boston soon after his arrival, and as Mr. Cogswell had read nearly the whole 
of the Hebrew Bible—Prof, Stewart requiring only a few Psalms — he found 
his advantages at Andover meagre and did not stay a year. He had ''enjoyed 
some benefits from Dr. Appleton of Bowdoin College, hence leaving Ando- 
ver by invitation of Dr. French, of Northampton, he preached one Sabbath 
at Greenland, N. H-, and being urged by letters from Dr. Gillett, of Hal- 
lowell, and Gen. II. Sewell to repair to Augupta, be preached there seven 
Sabbaths, then came to Saco, July, 1810 ; having been licensed before going 
to the seminary at Andover, while connected with Bowdoin, with a view to 
aid Dr. Appleton. He was ordained at Saco, Oct. 24, 1810, sermon by Dr. 
Appleton, from Acts xxvii- 17-19, which was published by F. Douglass, 
Portland. At this time the church in Saco had become reduced to twenty- 
eight members, but his ministry was accompanied with divine influences so 
great that the church increased to over one hundred. In 1831 he was made 
D. D. by the University of New York, by whose influence he did not know, 
but he had preached several times in the city, and joined a Presbytery after 
leaving Saco. Dismissed from Saco April 27, 1828. Re-settled in Berlin, 
New Britain parish, where Dr. Smalley had been minister many years, April 
29, 1829. In 1834 was elected Professor of Ecclesiastical History at East 
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Windsor Theological Seminary, Conn., where he remained twenty years. 
Then he went to New Brunswick, with Dr. Janeway, building up a society at 
very considerable expense, with a view to extend the influence of sound or- 
thodoxy. Several were hopefully converted, he understands, while he was 
at Augusta, which prepared the way for the settlement of Dr. Tappan. He 
died at Burlington, N. J., August r, 1864, aged 82. His wife, Elizabeth 
(Abbot), died at East Windsor, Conn., April 30, 18.37. 

Jonas Colburn, Wills, First, was born at Dracut, Mass., Oct. 25, 1790, 
graduated at Middlebury, 1817, Andover, 1820, and was ordained pastor at 
Leverett, Mass., Jan. 21, 1824, dismissed April 4, 1832, and installed at Stone- 
ham, Mass., Aug. I, 1832:, dismissed April I, 1837, and installed at Wells, 
April 18, r837, died at Chicopee, Mass., Nov. 19, 1862, aged 65. 

George Washington Cressev, Kennebunk, was born at Rowley, Mass., 
Dec. 13, lSto, fitted for College at Dummer Academy, Byfield, graduated at 
Bowdoin, Sept., 1835, Andover, Sept., 1838. Becoming a member of an ad- 
vanced class formed in 1839, at Andover, he, at the close of one year, Sept., 
1839, was invited to supply the Union Congregational Church in Kennebunk, 
and was ordained its pastor July 9, 1 840. He was married the same month 
to Mrs. Caroline M. Bettes, daughter of David Little, Esq., and grand-daugh- 
ter of Rev. Daniel Little. Mrs. Cressey died Nov. 4, 1848, at the residence 
of Chas. C. Little, Esq., Cambridge, Mass., leaving no children. Nov., 1S49, 
Mr. Cressey married Miss Sarah Croswell, daughter of Dr. Samuel P. Cros- 
well, Charlestown, Mass. He was dismissed from Kennebunk, Nov. 12, 1851, 
and was stated supply of a congregation at Buxton Center, which worshiped 
at the North meeting-house, from June 6, JS52, until his death. Here their 
daughter, Mary Croswell, was born, Sept., 1853 ; also a son, George Croswell, 
April, 1S5G ; and here Mrs. Sarah died, Aug. 12, 1S56, aged 37. Mr. Cressey 
married, Sept. 7, 1857, Miss Nancy Wentworth, daughter of David and Deb- 
orah Wcntvvorth, of Buxton. Mr, Cressey was chosen recording secretary 
and treasurer of York County Conference at Wells, June, 1S42, and resigned 
at Lebanon, Oct., 1866. He was also scribe of the Association from the 
meeting in Limington, Nov. 7, 1S54, to that in Kennebunkport First, Sept 
18, t866. He died Feb. 12, 1S67, aged 56. Funeral at Buxton Center, Feb. 
14, sermon by Rev. Wm. Warren, Gorham, from 2 Tim. iv. 7 ; addresses by 
ministers in the vicinity, the tenor of all which was as to the good fight he 
had so valiantly and victoriously fought against the difficulties and perplexi- 
ties in his path ; the sin in himself; the wrong in the world; the faith he had 
so firmly kept; the useful and humble course he had so well finished; the 
diligent, self-denying, and faithful life now ended ; the well-balanced and 
symmetrical character ; the meek, modest, loving spirit ; gentle toward all 
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iers, severe only on himself; resulting from his earthly discipline; the 
precious inheritance left to his bereaved family, in such- an example and a 
memory so fragrant. His end was peace, though, it cost him a struggle to 
give up his loved work of preaching. His last words were " they are inviting 
me, a great company of friends. I see the angels 1 I am happy — happy — 
happy ! " His remains are interred at Rowley, Mass., his old home. 

Noah Cressey, South Sanford, was bom in Salem, N. H„ April 9, 1777, 
graduated at Williams, studied theology with Theophilus Packard, D. D., 
Shelburne, Mass,, was licensed to preach by Franklin Association, Aug. 13, 
t8o6, ordained at Norway, Sept. 20, 1S09, dismissed Dec 7, 1819, settled in 
North Yarmouth, Oct. 11, 1S20, left Nov. 1828. Then, after being a Home 
Missionary for twenty years in Vermont, New York, Michigan, and Wiscoa- 
sin, was a stated supply in South Sanford from r850 to 1S61, in Shapleigh 
from 1S59 and i860 ; * resident of Portland several years, but died in Boston, 
Mass., Dec 15, 1867, aged 9r. Dr. Balkam says of Mr. Cressey, "He was 
a man of excellent physical powers, orthodox of the old stamp, very plain and 
direct in his manner." 

William Davenport, Biddtford, First, was ordained as an evangelist at 
Perry, Oct, 19, 1836, sermon by Robert Crosset, Dennysville, stated supply 
for First Church in Biddeford from August 30, 1S44, to July 22, 1846, re- 
moved to Strong, Franklin County, Oct. 27, 1846, died at Otisfield, Oct. 30, 
1865, aged 62. 

Moses Dow, York, First, was born at Atkinson, N. H., Feb. 4, 1771, 
graduated at Dartmouth, 1796, settled over Beverley Second Church, Mass., 
March 18, t8oi, dismissed April 1, 181 3, installed pastor at York First 
Church, Nov. 9, 1815, resigned Nov. 18, 1829, dismissed Feb. 17, 1830, re- 
moved to Plaistow, N. H., where he died May, 1S37, aged 66. 

Nathan Douglass, Alfred, was born at New London, Conn., Jan. 31, 17S7, 
son of Ebenezer and Abigail (Bailey) Douglass, and was one of twelve children , 
At twenty he became a christian, and was one of three young men educated 
for the ministry by the church at New London. He fitted for college with 
Rev. Samuel Wood, D. D,, Boscawcn, N, H., graduated at Middlebury in 
1813, studied theology, for a time, with Dr. Payson, of Portland, and at An- 
dover two years, and graduated 1S10. He was licensed by Cumberland 
Association in 181 6, ordained in Alfred, Nov. w 1S16, sermon by Dr. Payson, 
from Mark vi. 30, 31, dismissed July 31. 1S27. Mr. Douglass was one of the 
founders of York Association, also of York Conference. He was installed ■ 

• During tula period he supplied South Sanford also a portion of the time statedly. 
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at St. Albans, June 12, 1833, sermon by Rev. Josiah Pcet, Norridgcwock, 
dismissed Feb. 24, 1846. He resided afterward with a son, in New Haven, 
then in Edinburg, Scotland, and more recently with his children in Bangor, 
where he died, Dec. 16, 1866, aged 79 years, to months, 16 days. He 
married, May 15, 18 17, Betsey Benham, a native of New Haven, Conn. In 
person he was erect, fearless in bearing, uncompromising in opinion, unques- 
tioning in faith and doctrine, ever valiant for his Master, he passed up as to 
a coronation from the Pisgah of four-score years, a man " full of the Holy 
Ghost and of faith." The writer, " G. S.," in Congregational Quarterly, Oct, 
1867, says, " Mr. Douglass had a prominent agency in establishing the church 
conference-system throughout the State." 

Joseph P. Fessenden, Kennebunkfort, was born in Fryeburg, Oct. 24, 
1702, son of Rev. Wm. Fessenden, of Fryeburg, graduated at Eowdoin* 1818, 
studied theology with Rev. Asa Rand in Gorham, was licensed by Cumber- 
land Association, Nov. o, 1818, ordained and installed over the church at 
Kennebunkport, Oct., 1820, joined York Association at its formation, was 
installed at South Bridgton, Feb. 10, 1S30, and there died Feb. 13, 1S61, 
aged 68. . 

Charles Freeman, Limerick, was born in Portland, June 2, 1794, son of 
Hon. Samuel Freeman, graduated at Bowdoin, 1S12, studied law with Hon. 
Nicholas Emery, Portland (afterward judge of the Supreme Judicial Court ), 
and opened an office in Pordand for about a year. He studied theology with 
Dr. Payson less than a year, was licensed to preach by Cumberland Associa- 
tion at Gorham, Sept., 1817, labored a short time in Brunswick, Waterville, 
Camden, Limington, and about Jan. r, tSt8, began at Limerick, preached a 
part of that year at North Yarmouth for Rev. Samuel Woodbury, and all of 
1819 at Limerick, being hired by the people. He was ordained Jan. 20, 
1820, joined York Association Aug. 26, 1828. Married in Baldwin, Feb. 3, 
1822, Miss Nancy Pierce, daughter of Hon. Josiah and Phebe Pierce. She 
was born Jan, h, 1796, Their children were Phebe Elizabeth, born March 
26, 1823, Chas. Marden, born March 26, 1825. Mrs. Nancy Freeman died 
Sept. 2, 1825, aged 29 years, 8 months. He married again in Temple, May 
23, 1827, Miss Salva Abbot, daughter of Benjamin and Phebe Abbot, who 
was born March 17, 1S03. Mr. Freeman was scribe of York Association 
from June 5, 182 1, to Jan. 2, 1827. He died at Limerick, Sept. 19, 1853. A 
man of systematic study, of great industry, "and could sharpen his own 
horse " [shoes.] 

• Solomon Gilbert, Lyman, was ordained an evangelist at Lyman, Aug. 
25, 1837, stated supply till Sept i, 1839, installed at Newfield, Jan. 3, 1840, 
dismissed Oct. 5, 1842, stated supply at Kennebunkport 1842 to 1846, and 
died at Milan, Ohio, May 20, 1857. 
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JACOB C. GOSS, Sanford, was born in Henniker, N. H., graduated at Dart- 
mouth, 1820, was Home Missionary in Georgia from 1822 to 1S24. He was 
ordained in Topsham, Dec. 8, 1824, and dismissed June 10, 1835, during 
which time it appears he was stated supply for the Second Church in War- 
ren from May t, 1S31, to Not. r, 1832. He was pastor at Woolwich from 
Aug. 26, 1S35, to Aug. r, 1843, stated supply at Sanford from Nor. 2, 1S43, 
to Nov. 11, 1846, when he was installed pastor and remained till Aug. 21, 
1850. March 19, 1851, he was installed over the Second Church in Wells, 
and dismissed July 18, 1855, was stated supply at Randolph, Vt, from 1856 
to 1858, and without charge until his death at Concord, N. H., April 2r, 
i860, aged 66. He was married to Miss Hannah Almira, daughter of Hon. 
Mark L. Hill, of Phipsburg. 

Jonathan Greenleaf, Wdh, First, was born at Newburyport, Mass., 
Sept. 4, 1785, youngest son of Capt. Moses and Lydia Greenleaf. His father 
removed to New Gloucester, Me., Nov., 1790, and here Jonathan was reared, 
working on a farm, until about the age of 25. In the summer of 1807, at the 
age of 23, he became interested in religion, and united with the Congregation- 
al church in New Gloucester October following, and from this time was im- 
pressed it was his duty to preach; but there were many obstacles; he had 
only the advantages of a common-school education from 1795 to 1803. But 
with the determination to be a minister, while on the farm, he obtained some 
knowledge of Latin and Greek, and in Jan., 1814, he put himself under the 
charge of Rev. Francis Brown, pastor of the First church in North Yarmouth, 
and who was afterward president of Dartmouth College. He remained with 
Mr. Brown until the September following when, approved by Cumberland 
Association at Saco, he was licensed to preach. His age was 29, and his 
license was given with the expectation that he would itinerate in the new set- 
tlements of Maine, but within a short time after he was invited to Wells, as 
a candidate. Taking advice of Mr. Brown and others, he consented to go, 
and commenced on the last Sabbath in Nov., 1S14, and labored there ten 
weeks, when he received a unanimous call to settle. He was ordained March 
8, 1815, sermon by Rev. Francis Brown, from Matt. xvi. 19, charge by Mr. 
Calef, of Lyman, right hand by Mr. Fletcher, of Kennebunk, prayers by Mr. 
Sweat, of Sanford, and Mr. Miltcmore, of Falmouth. In the summer of 
1828, he was invited to take charge of the Mariner's Church in Boston, and 
by council was dismissed Sept 8, 1828, and removed to Boston. About* five 
years after he was elected corresponding secretary of the American Seamen's 
Friend Society, and removed to New York, Dec, 1833. He labored in this 
office nearly eight years, resigning in Nov., 1841. In Feb., 1842, he received 
a call to settle in Lyndon, Vt., which he declined, and in Sept. of that year 
commenced preaching in the easterly part of Brooklyn, at a place called 
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Wallabout Village, but in 1S53 became East Brooklyn. In December fol- 
lowing a Presbyterian church of sixteen members was organized, and in Jan., 
1843, the congregation was legally established, and March S, 1843, Mr. Green- 
leaf was installed pastor. He was married to Miss Sarah Johnson, eldest 
daughter of Capt Thomas Johnson, of New Gloucester. They had six chil- 
dren, one son and five daughters. The son, J, Parsons Greenleaf, graduated 
at Rutger's College, New Jersey, studied at Union Theological Seminary, 
and was there licensed to preach, April, 1S42, died on shipboard coming 
from MaraaHtoa to New York, aged 24. Jonathan Greenleaf died at Brook- 
lyn, N, y„ March 24, 1855, aged 80. 

John Gunnison, Lyman, was born at Gilmanton, N. H., April 5, 1797, 
studied theology with Rev. Chas. Jenkins, Portland, was licensed to preach 
by York Association Nov. 3, 1S30, ordained over church in Lyman, May 12, 
1831, joined the Association Sept. 21, 1831, dismissed from Lyman Sept. 9, 
1834, installed pastor of Union Society of Salisbury and Amesbury, Mass., 
Dec. 31, 1S35, installed pastor of Falmouth Second Church, Jan. 5, 1842. 
Being under the necessity of passing a large proportion of his time in Port- 
land, he advertised his house in Falmouth for sale or to let, March 13, 1845. 
Mr. Gunnison first engaged in a stove shop in Portland, and afterward at an 
office for the sale of real estate. He married, in Saco, Miss Nancy Starbird, 
of Pordand, in 183 1. He died at Rochester, N. Y., August 5, 1861, aged 63. 

JOSEPH HrLLlARD, Berwick, was born at Cambridge, Mass., graduated at 
Harvard, 1793, ordained at Blackberry Hill, Berwick, Oct., 1797, dismissed 
in 1S25, died at Berwick, 1842, aged 69. Married, in Berwick, Aug. 26, 
1840, Mi. Zimri Wallingford to Miss Alte L G., youngest daughter of Rev- 
Joseph Hilliard. Mr. Hilliard is described as very learned; in person, tall, 
spare, and wiry. 



William Bradford Homer, South Berwick, was born at Boston, Jan. 31, 
1817, son of George J. and Mary Homer, and was by his mother a luteal 
descendant in the eighth generation of Wm. Bradford, a passenger in the 
May Flower, and second Governor of Plymouth colony. Wm. Bradford Ho- 
mer, gradoated at Amherst, Sept., 1836, studied theology at Andover and 
graduated 1840, ordained pastor at South Berwick, Nov. It, 1840, died March 
23, 1S41, aged 24. He married, Oct 6, 1840, at Buffalo, N. Y., Miss Sarah 
M. Brown, daughter of James F. Brown, of Boston, Mass. His father, Geo. 
J. Homer, was one of the firm of "Homer and Holmes," eminent for liberal- 
ity and religious spirit. 
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Samuel Johnson, Saco, was born at Rowley, Mass., Slay 19, 1792, lived 
in Winthrop, Me., graduated at Bowdoin, 1817, studied theology with Dr. 
Payson, of Portland, and David Thurston, of Winthrop, was licensed to 
preach by Kennebec Association, July 10, 1818, ordained and installed over 
the church in Alna, Nov. 25, 1818, dismissed July 6, 1828, installed at Saco, 
Nov. 5, 1828, joined York Association, Jan. 20, 1829, dismissed from Saco, 
Feb. 17, 1836, and was called to be agent 1835, and secretary 1836, of the 
Maine Missionary Society. He died at Hallowell, Nov. 15, 1836, aged 43. 
Mr. Johnson is said to have been portly in person, hilarious in spirit, emi- 
nently social, at home in the quiet farm-houses and in the mansion. Did 
much good in Saco, and no small part of it by the way-side and at the street- 
corners, being gifted in conversation. He opposed the way the ladies wore 
their hair, using the now famous text, " Top-not, come down," Matt. xxiv. 17. 

Henry True Kelley, Newfield, was born at Hampstead, N. H., Aug. 23, 
1794, graduated at Dartmouth, 1819, and at Andover, 1822, ordained at New- 
field, June 29, 1825, sermon by his father, Rev. John Kelley, of Hampstead, 
N. H., dismissed June 27, 1827, occasional preacher from 1827 to 1829, and 
settled in Kingsville, Ohio, Oct 7, 1829, dismissed July 9, 1834, and was at 
this date installed at Madison, Ohio. He was a teacher at Grand River In- 
stitute, Austinburg, Ohio, 1836 to 1837. Was without charge from 1837 to 
1840, Home Missionary to colored people in Canada, 1840, died at Chatham, 
Upper Canada, Sept 9, 1840, aged 46. He was married to Clarissa, daugh- 
ter of Deacon Samuel Garland, Parsonsfield, Me. 

Daniel Kendrick, Lyman, was born at Hollis, N. H., March 31, 1785, 
was four years an apprentice in a furniture manufactory, graduated at Brown 
University, 1820, studied theology with Rev. Abijah Wines, Newport, N. H. , 
also with Dr. Emmons, of Franklin, Mass. A Home Missionary in Maine 
three months, licensed to preach May, 1 811, by Orange Association, Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire, ordained at Pittston, Me., Nov. 18, 1812, sermon 
by Rev. E. Qillett, Hallowell, dismissed Aug. 29, 1820, stated supply at 
Litchfield, 1818-19, at Edgecomb, 1822-33, at Bristol, First church, 1835-38, 
at Lyman, Sept 1, 1839, to Sept r, 1844, at Bremen, 1840-41, at West Minot, 
1847-48, at South Sanford, 1861. He was a good, faithful minister, sound in 
doctrine, consistent in practice. His sermons were plain and direct. Retir- 
ing from the ministry, he went to Portland, and in 1867 to Wilton, to reside 
with a daughter, widow of Rev. John Baker, formerly of Monson, where he 
died, May 4, 1868, aged 81. 

Ivory Kimball, Limington, was born at Wells, educated at Bangor, or- 
dained at Limington, Nov. 12, 1834, dismissed Oct. 4, 1842, afterward 
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preached in Saecarappa about from April to June, [844. He married, in 
Bangor, Miss K. Poor, neice of Mr. Grace, Esq. (or McGrace, Esq.), Nov., 
1834. Died at Edgecomb, July 24, 1853, aged 45. 

Reuben Kimball, Kittery, was born at Warner, N. H., ordained at Kit- 
tery Point, Jan- 26, 1841, dismissed Jan. 9, 1850, died in North Conway, 
N. H., Nov. 16, 1871, aged 70. 

Wales LEWIS, Lyman, was born at Bristol, Me., July 20, 1798, had five 
brothers and six sisters, graduated at Bangor Seminary, 1825, ordained at 
East Machias, Sept. 27, 1826, dismissed June 9, 1831, settled as pastor of 
church in Brewer, Nov. 2, 183:, dismissed Sept. r, 1838, installed at Lyman, 
Oct. 25, 1857, dismissed Sept 13, 1864, resident of Kermebunk and Edge- 
comb, 1864, Pittsfield, May 27, 1865, where he died Dec 26, 1869, aged 71. 
Physically of commanding presence, good intellectual ability, earnest and 
diligent as a pastor, he died in the faith. In Congregational Quarterly we 
are told that the Assembly's Catechism was the study of his childhood, that 
he was converted by a sermon preached by Rev. Isaac Weston, of Boothbay, 
on the doctrine of Election. He married Miss Lucy W. Perkins, of Kings- 
ton, Mass., May 30, 1826; also, Miss Lucy Pratt, of South Weymouth, Mass., 
Dec. t, 1846. They had seven sons, four survive him. 



LEVt Loring, Buxton, South, grandson of Rev. Nicholas Loring, who was 
ordained pastor at North Yarmouth, and there died July, 1763. He studied 
with Rev, Jonathan Cogswell, Saco, was ordained as colleague with Dr. Paul 
Coffin, of Buxton, Oct. 22, 1817, dismissed Aug. 3r, 1835, Moved to near 
Athens Village (vide Mirror, March 19, 1840), settled as missionary under 
the Maine Missionary Society from 1835 to 1846, laboring in Athens, Corn- 
ville, South Solon, Solon, Anson, Madison, and Bingham. In 1846, he, 
removed to Massachusetts, 1846-7 supplied for Rev. Mr. Pierce, North Ab- 
ington, who was sick. Spring of 1847 he was employed by the Norfolk 
Association to try and gather a congregation in the ancient town of Hingham, 
in which were three large Unitarian societies, one Calvin Baptist, one Meth- 
odist, and one Universalist. For nearly a century there had been, with an 
occasional sermon, no Congregational or orthodox preaching in town. Get- 
ting leave to occupy the town hall, centrally located and removed from any 
place of worship, many families attended, and he soon had one hundred 
stated hearers, and a good organized choir. The Association voted to sus- 
tain preaching there one year. After staying eighteen Sabbaths, he made 
his report, recommending that the Association employ some one to take the 
position and spend all his time with the people. This being done, in a little 
more than a year a church was organized, pastor installed, building erected 
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by the people without aid from outside. Now, 1856, it is a numerous and 
wealthy society. Mr. Loring returned to this state 1850, on a mission to 
Shapleigh and Acton one year. July, 1851, commenced preaching to First 
church in Biddeford, and was stated supply till close of May, 1856. Was 
also for a time teacher at Saco. He was a man of energy and very positive, 
just the opposite of Dr. Coffin. He " fought a good fight," and passed to his 
reward from Athens, Me., Jan. 16, i860, aged 76. 

Christopher Marsh, Sanford, was born at Campton, N. H., August 4, 
*794i graduated at Dartmouth, 1S20, studied with Rev. Asa Rand, of Gor- 
ham, ordained over church in Sanford, June 4, 1823, dismissed Dec. n, 1827, 
installed over First and Second churches in Biddeford, May 7, 1828, dis* 
missed Oct. 5, 1831, from the First church; dismissed from Second church, 
Biddeford, Aug. 16, 1832, left the County Oct., 1832, being appointed agent 
of the Sunday-School Union, Massachusetts, installed at West Roxbury, 
Mass., May 16, 1837. Married, in Boston, Miss Lucy Gilpatrick, of Bidde- 
ford (vide Mirror, July 27, 1831). Became a member of York Association at 
its formation, Aug. 26, 1828, died at Sanford, June 30, 1859, aged 65. 

Stephen Merrill, Kittery y was born at Conway, N. H., Oct. 14, 1794, 
studied with Rev. Asa Rand, of Gorham, was licensed by Cumberland Asso- 
ciation in 1S19, ordained at Kittery, June 20, 1821, having been stated supply 
from Dec, 1810, to Oct. 9, 1831, installed at Biddeford First church, Oct. 25, 
1831, joined York Association, March 7, 1832, dismissed from Biddeford, 
April 10, 1839, and removed to Lisbon in October following, was stated sup- 
ply at Buxton South church from May, 1846, to May, 1847. Married, in 
Lisbon, Sept 24, 1844, Mr. Wm. H. Gooding, of Portland, and Miss Susan 
P. Merrill, of Lisbon. Another daughter, aged 17, died in Auburn. Mr. 
Merrill died at Wolfborough, N. H, June 23, 1S60, aged 67. 

Tobias Ham Miller, Kittery Point, wa3 bom at Portsmouth, N. H, 
Aug. io, 1801, educated in public and private schools of Portsmouth, studied 
theology with Rev. Samuel W. Clark, of Greenland, N. H., licensed to 
preach by Piscataqua Association 1836, stated supply at Kittery Point from 
Oct. 29, 1837, ordained as pastor of that church Nov. 21, 1838, dismissed 
Jan. 26, 1841. Since then, for fifty-four years, he has been in a printing office 
and editorial chair. For forty years he was prominent in temperance and 
anti-slavery. In 1847 he was, by his request, dismissed from Piscataqua As- 
sociation, because he had come to believe God would save all men. He died 
at Portsmouth, N. H. 
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John H, Mordough, Nemfield, was born at Wakefield, N. H., Oct. zz, 
iSto, studied at Andover and at New Haven in 1835, was ordained at Effing- 
ham, N. H„ May, 1S36, where he preached and taught Academy. He was 
installed over the Second church at Westbrook, June 17, 1840, dismissed 
Sept. 18, 1844, pastor at Hamilton, Mass., June, 1S50, to April, 1861, then 
removed to Minot, Me., and was stated supply at Newfield and at Par- 
sonsfield 1862, St. Lawrence Street church, Portland, from Sept. 21, 1S6*, to 
1864. He died in Gorham, Sept. 5, 1869, aged 59. A man of decided abili- 
ty, earnest, genial, a good preacher, and would be on the side of right at any 
cost. His sickness was softening of the brain, painful and protracted, but 
patiently borne. 

David OLtf HAnT, Wells, Second, was a native of New York, graduated 
at Union, 1S09, at Andover, 1S13, ordained May 25, 1815, at Keene, N. H., 
where his labors were much blest. He left in 1817, and became pastor of 
the Third church, new Dane Street, Beverly, Mass., iSrS to 1834, installed 
over Second church in Wells, 1834 to 1S38, stated supply at W. Haverhill, 
Mass., and Plaistow, N. H„ 183S to 1852, where thirty-three were added to 
the church, all but five by profession. His salary was promptly paid, al- 
though he had no other guarantee than the word of a few individuals. He 
was without charge and lived at Andover from 1852 until the death of Mrs. 
Oliphant, Aug. zz, 1868, when he removed to St. Louis, Mo., where he died 
Oct. 26, 1871, aged 80. Small of stature, as we recall him, but very watchful 
of the defects of Prof. Parks' theology. 

John Ore, Alfred, was born at Tops ham, Me., Sept, 2, 1813, son of Hon, 
Benjamin On, an eminent lawyer and member of Congress. He moved to 
Brunswick in iS22, and was educated at North Yarmouth Academy, gradua- 
ted at Bowdoin, 1S30, and at Bangor, 1S3S, spent two years in Vermont, was 
stated supply at Pcacham, Barton, Plainfield, also two years at Gouverneur, 
N. Y., and one year at Alfred, where he was ordained and installed May 7, 
1846. He was dismissed Oct. S, t867, and moved to Melrose, Mass., where 
he died of paralysis, Jan. 25, 1S69, aged 56. He was a preacher of more 
than ordinary ability, keen perception and originality of style. 



Clement Parker, Acton, was born at Coventry, Conn., Jan. 14, 17S2, or- 
dained by Bishop Asbury, at the annual meeting of M. E. church, April, 
180S, soon after left the Methodist connection and preached in Cabot, Bar- 
ton, and other places in Vermont, having studied theology with Rev. Bancroft 
Fowler, Windsor, Vt, he was licensed by Orange Association of Vermont 
and New Hampshire, and ordained at Chester, N. H., by Londonderry Pres- 
bytery over the church in West Parish, now Auburn, Feb. 19, 1817, dismissed 
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Oct. 2&, 1825, settled at Acton, Jan. 28, 1829, after preaching two years at 
Fannington and Milton, N, H., dismissed Nov. 9, 1831. He joined York 
Association, June II, 1829. While at Acton he supplied part of the time at 
Shapleigh, and was installed pastor of the Second church in York, Dec. 3, 
1834, dismissed May 11, 1S3S, installed at Acton, June 20, 1838, dismissed 
May 12, 1847, installed at South Sanford, Nov. 9, 1847, wnen tne Congrega- 
tional church, there, was organized: and continued till 1861. In 186G he 
removed to Fannington, N. H., where he had relatives, and was almost blind. ' 
He died Feb. 25, 1862, aged 8a Dr. Warren says, "Mr. Parker had a 
marked individuality, entered the ministry with limited qualifications, yet was 
a preacher by nature and grace, better adapted to an itinerant than a perma- 
nent ministry, he was heard with interest by all." 

George Payson, Kennebunkport, was born at Pomfret, Conn., graduated 
at Yale, 1812, and at Andover, 1815, ordained in Kennebunkport, July, 1816, 
dismissed July 3, 1820. He was without charge, at Kennebunkport, from 
1820 until his death, Oct. 22, 1823, aged 34. 

Josiah W. Powers, Kennebunk, was born at Croydon, N. H., June 19, 
'799i graduated at Vermont University and at Andover, 1827, ordained a 
Home Missionary in South Carolina, 1827, labored in Yates County, New 
York, 1828, in Granville County, North Carolina, 1829-30, in Kingston, Mass.' 
1831-4, installed at Kennebunk, 1834-7, at Scituate, Mass., a stated supply. 
He was agent for the Bible Society in Ohio, 1840. He died at Putnam, Ohio, 
March 31, 1840, aged 41. 

BENJAMIN Rice, Buxton, was born in Massachusetts, graduated at Brown 
University, 180S, at Andover, 1811. He was Home Missionary in Maine, 
1811-12, stated supply in Sturbridge, Mass., 1812, ordained, July I, 1813, 
over Presbyterian church in Skaneateles, N. Y., stated supply 181 2-13, pas- 
tor in same place 1813-17, stated supply at Chester, Mass., 181S, Second 
Congregational Church at South Deerfield, Mass., 1819-27, New Gloucester, 
1828-35, installed at Buxton, 1835-42, at Winchendon, Mass., stated supply, 
1843-46, without charge at that place, 1846, and until his death, there, July 
t2, 1847, aged 63. 

Charles Packard, Biddeford, Second, was born at Chelmsford, Mass., 
April, 1S01, son of Rev. Hezekiah Packard, entered Bowdoin at the age of 
twelve, and graduated 1817, spent five years as instructor at Gorham, Ports- 
mouth, and Gardiner, and at twenty-one, studied law with Hon. Benjamin 
Orr, Brunswick, and practiced there for eleven years, when in a powerful re* 
vival of religion he found Christ He studied theology at Lane and Andover 
8 
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1837, labored in the ministry three years at Hamilton, O., was ordained and 
installed Jan. 1, 1840, at Lancaster, Mass., where he remained till 1S53, 
at Cambridgeport, Mass., 1854-5, at North Middleborough, Mass., 1855-7, 
stated supply at Biddeford, Me., Second church, Oct. 31, 1S57-8, and in- 
stalled June 30* 'S58, where he died on the evening of Feb. 17, 1864, return- 
ing from the post-office. At the close of the day he read tn his family 
1 Thes. 4th and sung, "Jesus, lover of my soul," the concluding verse was 
followed by the emphatic " That is truth I that is truth ! " Mr. Packard ex- 
celled as a pastor, had great knowledge of men. He was for three years 
moderator of this Conference, and June, 1S63, was re-elected for another 
three years. He was often invited to act on councils and was a man of digni- 
ty and influence. In bis pocket was found a list of unconverted persons for 
whom he daily prayed. His age, 63 years. 

David Pace Smith, Nemfitid, was born at Hollis, N. H„ Sept 20, 1795, 
graduated at Dartmouth, 1823, studied theology with Dr. Wood, of Boscawen, 
N. H., was licensed to preach by Piscataqua Association, Nov. 16, 1824, or- 
dained and settled over the church in Sandwich, N. H., May 23, 1827, 
dismissed June 2S, 1832, installed over the church in West Newfield and 
Parsonsficld, July it, 1832, dismissed Aug. 19, 1839, joined York Association 
Oct. 24, 1832. He died at Greenfield, N. H., Oct. r, 1850, aged 55. 

Levi Smith, Kennebunkport, was born at New Milford, Conn., Nov. r^, 
1790, graduated at Yale, 1S18, at Theological Seminary, New Haven, or- 
dained as an evangelist, 1822, settled over the Trinitarian church in Way land, 
Mass., Jan. 21, 1829, dismissed Nov. 26, 1832, installed at Kennebunkport, 
Dec. 30, 1832, dismissed Jan. 10, 183S, stated supply over South church, 
Kennebunkport, Jan. 10, 1838, to April II, 1839. He died at East Windsor, 
Conn., Jan. 19, 1854, aged 64. 

Joshua A. Swan, Kcntubunk, was ordained at Kennebunk First church, 
Feb. 6, 1850, became a Unitarian, and died at Cambridge, Mass., Oct. 3r, 
1871, aged 49. 



John Thompson, South- Berwick, was a son. of Rev. Wm. Thompson, of 
Scarborough, ordained at Standish, Oct 26, 1767, dismissed April 7, 1783, 
installed at South Berwick, May 7, 1783, and died there, Dec. 21, 1828, aged 
88. Mr. Thompson, in his old age, stated to the writer that he was settled 
and paid in Standish by the proprietors of the township, and after these had 
ceased to support him, he continued to preach for several years, without any 
salary from the inhabitants, when he left to the dissatisfaction of the people. 
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They stated to him that if he had gone as soon as his support failed they 
should not have thought hard of him ; but now, since he had preached sev- 
al years without pay, they thought he should continue to do so. 

Charles Walker, Wells, was born at Rindge, N. H., 1795, graduated at 
Dartmouth, 1823, and at Andover, 1826, ordained, Feb. 28, 1827, at New Ips- 
wich, N. H., dismissed 1835, at Windsor, Conn., 1836-7, installed at West- 
field, Mass., June 21, 1837, dismissed 1838, installed at Wells, Me., May 8, 
1839, without charge at Italy, 1845, at Groton, Mass., 1846, until he died 
there, Oct. 23, 1847, aged 52. 

Jonathan Ward, Biddeford, son of Rev. Jonathan Ward, and born at 
Alna, Nov. 30, 1800, graduated at Dartmouth, 1822, and at Andover, 1825, 
ordained at Biddeford, Oct. 26, 1825, as colleague with Nathaniel Webster, 
died there Feb. 3, 1826, aged 25. 

Nathaniel Webster, Biddeford, graduated at Harvard, 1769, ordained 
at Biddeford, April 14, 1779, dismissed April, 1828, labored eighteen years at 
Biddeford, and died in Pordand, March 8, 1830, aged 81. 

James Weston, Lebanon, was born Nov. 9, 1791, in that part of Hallowell 
now Augusta, son of Hon. Nathan Weston, graduated at Bowdoin, 1810, 
studied theology with Rev. Jonathan Cogswell, D. D., of Saco, ordained and 
installed in Lebanon, over the church, Feb. n, 1824, and over the parish, 
June 18, 1825, dismissed June 29, 1836, stated supply at Litchfield, 182 1-2. 
He died suddenly in Standish, Jan. 20, 1870, aged 78. His daughter, Eliza- 
beth C, married in Standish, Nov. 26, 1847, Avery W. Marrett, of Standish. 
Mr. Weston was a good man and of an excellent spirit, a person of great 
diffidence, devoted to the cause of Christ, and taking delight in doing good. 
His sermons were rarely more than fifteen minutes long, yet furnishing sweet, 
blessed nutriment to hungry souls. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 

4 

The institution of the Conference was really the annua! 
meeting of York Association with the delegates of the 
churches. Early in 1822, Jan. 1st, at Saco, a special meet- 
ing of ministers was held for the purpose of observing the 
first day of the year in united prayer for a special blessing 
on the church of Christ. Another meeting, for the same 
object, was held the last Tuesday of the same month, at 
the house of Bro. Pratt. Two weeks after this, "a meeting 
for prayer with our churches, in union with other churches 
in the state for the Holy Spirit, 

Voted, That as some of the members of this Association have agreed, two 
and two, to meet once a month at each others' house alternately, for united 
prayer, it be recommended to all, that they so do, and that the scribe give 
information 'particular and hortatory' of the doings o( this meeting to ab- 
sent brethren." 

• 

The Conference originated with the associated clergy, 
rather than with any one or two of them ; and they were 
not asked to admit the lay element, but invited it. It is 
claimed this is the mother of the Conference system as it 
now exists. Other bodies, in some respects like this, ex- 
isted before in other states. On July 28, 1817, was a con- 
vention of Congregational ministers begun in the province 
of New Hampshire, others, thus early or earlier, are found 
in Vermont, but none of these was a fully equipped Con- 
ference, as was York. An able and far-sighted ministry 
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inaugurated the Conference, which had its share of the 
honor of setting the churches on Evangelical ground. 

Their mettle is seen in some rules of the Association, 
" that the members be fined fifty cents, each, when absent 
without sufficient excuse, to be paid to the educational so- 
ciety in Maine, and. that marriages and journeys be not 
considered as sufficient excuse." 

Rev. Moses Sweat, for thirty-six years pastor at Sanford, 
and who died Aug. 31, before the Conference was organized, 
though he had not a college education, was a man of learn- 
ing, and possessed a Polyglott Bible, giving the sacred text 
in Hebrew, Greek, Arabic, Persic, Ethiopic, which he pro- 
cured from London at a cost of about Si 50, and he toiled 
and kept school of winters to raise the money. The book 
is said to be in the possession of Prof. Up ham. Of the 
clerical members of the first conference, none are now liv- 
ing. Twenty-one of our twenty-eight churches are now 
without a minister, or are served by one hired from year to 
year. In 1822 only two were laboring as stated supply, 
and both of these had been installed. 

What is the relation between a settled ministry and act- 
ing pastors, as regards the fellowship of the churches ? If 
one is not a pastor does he care so much to know his neigh- 
bors or feel sympathy for the weaker ? If, half a century 
ago, a conference was needed for the " union and prosperi- 
ty " of our membership where all were pastors but two, is 
it not now, when we have but six in twenty-eight ? Daniel 
Little, at Wells, nearly fifty years ; Paul Coffin, at Buxton, 
continued to preach and perform all pastoral duty half a 
century ; John Thompson, installed at Berwick 1783, and 
it was forty-one years before another pastor ; in the case of 
Isaac Lyman, York, father of the Lymans of Boston, it was 
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forty-nine years. Sixty-one years he lived in the town 
where he was ordained, and there he died. 

Of these fifty-four deceased clergymen, forty-one were 
college graduates; Dartmouth ten, Bowdoin nine. Middle- 
bury two, Harvard eight, Yale three, Union two, Brown 
University four, Vermont one, Amherst one, Williams one. 
Twenty graduated at theological seminaries ; Andover four- 
teen, dividing the training of two with Princeton and 
Lane, Bangor three, Princeton one, Gilmanton two (per- 
haps). Eighteen studied privately with a pastor, Dr. Pay- 
son having had several, the rest being taught by as many 
different men. Did these men preach the truth ? The 
number of church-members in this conference in 1823, was 
647; 1833,2,014; 1844,2,511; 1852,2,069; 1871, 2,308; 
1875, 2,396. 

Some of our churches are weak, but except that at Kit- 
tery, Third parish, none are extinct, while our members 
have more than doubled in fifty years. In addition to the 
foregoing list of deceased members, should be added some 
who have departed since June, 1872; instance Duncan of 
York, and A, J, Rogers, for nearly three years pastor of 
Pavilion church, and who was the efficient Treasurer of the 
Conference. Their obituaries will be found in the minutes 
for the current year. 

Rev. W. R. Alger tells us our evangelical Christianity is all 
bosh ; another of the same school defines it " Judaized pa- 
ganism." Can we not judge it by the results in our county, 
where it was called to cope with Unitarianism ? Our fathers 
" builded better than they knew," reaching in our confer- 
ence system in 1822, the point attained by our Methodist 
friends in 1872. 

Surely we should remember all the way the Lord has 
led us for fifty-six years ! Notable is it, that in this county 
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should be the first organized city in the United States, the 
first church of our name in Maine, and the first conference 
in the world ; a sketch of which is a part of the centennial 
contribution of "old York." 

Biddeford, Me., June 22, 1876. 
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